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ACT NO. 7. 

House Concurrent Eesolution No. 18. By Mr. Fontenot. 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States, on day 

of May, 1912, adopted a joint resolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the Contsitution of the United States, as follows : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress Assembled (two- thirds proposed amend- 
of each House concurring therein), That in lieu of the first para- tutum.^^ ^ ^ 
graph of Section 3 of Article 1 of the Constitution of the United 
States, and in lieu of so much of paragraph two of the same sec- 
tion as relates to the filling of vacancies the following be pro- 
posed as an amendment to the Constitution which shall be valid 
to all intents and purposes as a part of the Constitution when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States: 

*'The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State elected by the people thereof, for six senators to be 
years ; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in elected, 
each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of 
the most numerous branch of the State Legislature. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in 
the Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue 
writs of election to fill such vacancies ; provided that the Legis- poSt^tSnporariiy.^ 
lature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make 
temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by 
elections as the Legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the elec- 
tion or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as a 
part of the Constitution'' and 

Whereas the foregoing amendment having been laid before 
the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for consideration 
and action ; now therefore 

Be it resolved by the Gfeneral Assembly of the State of Lou- 
isiana That the foregoing amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States be and the same is hereby ratified to all intents 
and purposes as a part of the Constitution of the United States; 
and be it 

Further resolved That the Governor of the State of Louisi- 
ana is hereby requested to forward to the President of the United 
States and to the Secretary of State of the United States an 
authentic copy of the foregoing resolution. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved : June 11, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
A true copy : Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 
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ACT NO. 48 
House Bill No. 87. By Mr. Generelly 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact Sections 49 and 64 of Act No. 152 of 189{ 
approved July 14th, 1898 and entitled ''An act to preserve 
the purity of the hallot regulating the manner of holding anc 
conducting elections ; by providing an official form of ballot 
by prescribing the time and method in which nominationi 
shall be made and certified ; for providing for the division oi 
parishes, cities and towns into convenient election precincts 
by providing for the appointment of officers to conduct sucl 
elections and defining their duties ; by prescribing the man 
ner in which the votes of electors shall be taken, and th( 
count and the returns thereof made; by providing for th< 
punishment of violation of this law, and repealing all laws 
in conflict with the same,'' as amended and re-enacted by Ad 
No. 132 of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana 
for the year 1900, approved July 11th, 1900. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of th€ 
State of Louisiana that Sections 49 and 64 of Act No. 152 of the 
General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for the year 1898, 
approved July 14th., 1898 as amended and re-enacted by Act No. 
132 of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for the 
year 1900, approved July 11th., 1900 be amended and re-enacted 
so as to read as follows : 

Certificate of noni- Scction 49. Be it further enacted, etc., That any conventioii 
ination. ^f delegates representing a political party or other nominating 

body, which, at the State, or at the United States Presidential 
election next preceding the holding of such convention, polled at 
least ten per centum of the entire vote cast in the State may, 
in any election district for which said Convention is held, or any 
convention of delegates who have been selected in caucus called 
and held in accordance with the provisions of this act, any cau- 
cus so called and held in any such electoral district or division 
of the State, or in the EHstrict or division for which the Conven- 
tion or caucus is held, as the case may be, by causing a certificate 
of nomination to be duly filed, make therein such nominations, for 
each office to be filled at the election. Every such certificate 
of nomination shall state such facts as may be hereinafter re- 
quired for its acceptance, shall be signed by the presiding oft^icer 
and by the Secretary of the Convention or caucus, who shall add 
thereto their places of residence, and shall add thereto their affi- 
davit that the affiants were such officers and that said certificate 
is true to the best of their knowledge and belief. 



Section 64. Be it further enacted, etc., That no meeting ex- providing number 
cept such as is called and held on behalf of a political party or o^ ^^^^ ^nmnlSS^ 
other nominating body, which polled at least ten per centum of tion. 
the entire vote cast in the State at the general election, or at the 
United States Presidential election next preceding the holding of 
such meeting shall constitute a caucus, or shall be authorized to 
make a nomination or to choose delegates to a nominating con- 
vention unless qualified voters of the electoral district or division 
for which it is called, participate therein to the number of twen- 
ty-five, (25). A nomination for a representative district, if such 
district or division contains more than one ward of a City, shall 
not be made by caucus, but every nomination shall be made 
either by a convention of delegates, or by a nomination paper, as 
provided in this Act. Any convention of delegates representing 
a political party or other nominating body which has polled at 
least ten per centum of the entire vote cast in the State for 
Governor, or for electors of President of the United States at the 
election next preceding may make a nomination for any electoral 
district. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict with this Act be and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved : July 1, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 



ACT NO. 58 
House Bill No. 86. By Mr. Generelly. 

AN ACT. 

To amend and re-enact Section 53 of Act Number 152 of 1898 
approved July 14th, 1898, and entitled **An Act to preserve 
the purity of the ballot regulating the manner of holding 
and conducting elections; by providing an official form of 
ballot ; by prescribing the time and method in which nomina- 
tions shall be made and certified ; for providing for the divi- 
sion of parishes, cities and towns into convenient election 
precincts; by providing for the appointment of officers to 
conduct such elections and defining their duties; by pre- 



scribing the manner in which the votes of electors shall be 
taken, and the count and returns thereof made ; by provid- 
ing for the punishment of violations of this law; and re- 
pealing all laws in conflict with the same." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana that Section Number 53 of Act 152 of 1898, 
be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Emblem of candi- Scction 53. Be it further enacted, etc., That candidates 
^^^^^- nominated otherwise than by political parties, which at the pre- 

ceding State election, or at the preceding United States Presi- 
dential election polled at least ten per centum of the entire vote 
cast in the State, shall not use the name of any such political 
party in the political or party designation of their candidates 
so otherwise nominated; except as describing and preceding 
some other name or term; and in case a nomination is made 
by nomination paper, only the words ''Nomination Paper*' 
only or abbreviated as **Nom. Paper'', shall be added after such 
designation, which in such cases shall not consist of more than 
two words. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That all laws or parts 
of laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved: July 1st, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
A true copy: Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 



ACT NO. 67. 
Senate Bill No. 11. By Mr. Settoon. 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact Section 1, of Act No. 100 of the Acts of 
1908, entitled an act : to amend and re-enact Section 6, 10, 
12, and 25 of Act No. 49 of the Session of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Louisiana, for the year 1906 entitled 
' ' An act to provide for the calling, holding, conducting and 
regulating primary elections; to provide that it shall be 
compulsory that all nominations made by any political 
party for candidates for the office of United States Senator, 
Members of the House of Representatives in Congress, all 
state, district, parochial Members of the Senate and House 



of Representatives of the State of Louisiana, and of eity 
and ward officers of all cities, towns and villages shall be 
made by a direct primary; to define the term political 
party under this act ; to prescribe the qualifications of elect- 
ors participating in and candidates for nomination to be 
voted for at said primary election ; to provide the time and 
manner of conducting such primary election ; to provide for 
defraying the expenses of said primary election, to provide 
the duties of officers to whom returns are to be made ; to pre- 
scribe what are offenses against and to provide penalties for 
violation thereof and to repeal all laws or parts of laws in 
conflict therewith." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That Section 6, of Act No. 49 of the Acts of 1906, 
amended and re-enacted by Section 1 of Act No. 100 of the 
Acts of 1908 of the legislature of the State of Louisiana, be 
amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc., That whenever any primary elections 
State, District, Judicial, Parochial, or Municipal Officers are to held at same time 
be elected, at the same time and on the same day on which con- p?imaiy.^^^^^^^°^^ . 
gressmen are to be elected, the respective committees of the po- 
litical parties in this state having authority to call primary elec- 
tions to make nominations, shall within ten days after the order- 
ing of a primary election to nominate candidates for congress, 
meet and issue a call ordering and providing for the holding of 
primary elections to make nominations for state, district, judi- 
cial parochial and municipal officers, at the same time and 
places at which the congressional primary elections are held; 
provided that the State Central Committee of each political Members of state 
party having the right to call and hold a primary as above said. Central committee 

11,, J.I. 'x Ai. J • J u ij* £ • ex-lofflclo members 

shall have authority over the ordering and holding of primary of Railroad Com- 
elections for the purpose of nominating candidates for Justice Sr^^Appeat^commit- 
of the Supreme Court; and the members of the State Central tee. 
Committee from every ward of the Parish of Orleans and from 
Parishes comprising and Court of Appeal district or Rail Road 
commission district shall "be ex officio members of and comprise 
Court of Appeal Committee or Rail Road commission committee 
and shall have authority over the ordering and holding of pri- 
mary elections for the purpose of nominating candidates for 
the Court of Appeal or Rail Road commission of this State. The 
said State Central Committees, in any year during which a Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of this State is to be elected shall meet 
on the first Tuesday in July preceding the congressional election 
and issue a call and provide for the holding of a primary elec- 
tion or elections as may be necessary for the purpose of nominat- 
ing candidates for the Supreme Court of this state. The mem- 
bers of the State Central Committee above mentioned, which 
comprise a Court of Appeals District or Rail Road commission 
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district; shall constitute a Court of Appeals Committee or Rail 
Road commission committee for such district. In any year in 
which a Judge of a Court of Appeals or a Rail Boad commis- 
sion is to be elected at the time of holding a congressional elec- 
tion pursuant to Articles 100 and 283 of the Constitution 
Same. of this State, the State Central Committeemen, in person or by 

duly appointed proxies coming from the respective parishes 
which comprise a Court of Appeals District or Rail Road com- 
mission district shall within ten days from the ordering of the 
congressional primary, assemble and organize themselves into a 
Court of Appeals Committee or Rail Road commission commit- 
tee for such district, select from one of their number a President, 
Vice President and Secretary and immediately call and provide 
for the holding of a primary election for the purpose of nom- 
inating a candidate for said Court of Appeals or Rail Road com- 
mission, the said Court of Appeals or Rail Road commission 
primary to be held by the same commissioners, clerks and oflBcers 
holding the congressional primary and at the same time and 
places throughout the said Court of Appeals District or Rail 
Road commission district at which the state and congressional 
primaries are held. The first time at which a Judge of the Court 
of Appeals or a Rail Road commissioner is to be nominated in 
any Court of Appeals District or Rail Road commission district 
after the passage of this Act; the Chairman or President or in 
the event of the death absence or inability of the Chairman or 
President, the Vice President of the State Central Committee 
of this State; shall within five days or sooner if he can, after 
the ordering of the congressional primary in which a Court of 
Appeals District or Rail Road commission district is comprised 
address a written notice to each of the members of the State 
Central Committee in each of the parishes composing the said 
Court of Appeals or Rail Road commission District; appointing 
and designating a place, day and hour for the said members to 
meet and organize themselves into a Court of Appeals Commit- 
tee or a Railroad commission committee as provided for in this 
Act, the Court of Appeals Committee. or Rail Road commission 
committee shall meet the first time after the passage of this Act, 
within five days after the congressional primary has been ordered 
after which Court of Appeals Committee or Rail Road commis- 
sion committee, shall meet to call primaries within ten days after 
the ordering of congressional primaries. After the first meeting 
of a Court of Appeals Committee or Rail Road commission com- 
mittee, the place of meeting shall be selected by the committee. 
The returns of a primary for Judge of the Courts of Appeal 
tion.^*"""^ °^ ^^^"^ or Rail Road Commissioner shall be made to the courts of Ap- 

peal Committee or Rail Road Commission Committee, at the 
place appointed and designated by the said committee, in sealed 
envelopes from each voting precinct, through the United States 



Mail, addressed to the Chairman of the Court of Appeals Com- 
mittee or Rail Boad Commission Committee. The Court of Ap- 
peals Committee or Rail Road Commission Committee shall re- 
convene as soon as practicable after a primary, tabulate and 
count the returns and declare the result of the primary and the 
nominee of the same for Judge of the Court of Appeals or for 
Railroad Commissioner for said District, all under the same 
forms restrictions rules and provisions as apply to primaries for 
other officers. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc. That all laws or parts of 
laws in conflict with the provisions of this Act are hereby re- 
pealed. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Approved : July 3rd, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
A true copy : Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 

Secretary of State. 
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ACT NO. 241. 
House Bill No. 409. By Mr. Fontenot. 

AN ACT 

To provide for the election of United States senators by the peo- 
ple, and fixing the time and prescribing the manner of elec- 
tion and for l£e filling of vacancies. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Gteneral Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, that United States senators from Louisiana ahall senatorL' 
be elected by the people, in accordance with the seventeenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States ; that United 
States senators shall be elected at the same time and in the same 
manner that representatives in the lower house of Congress are 
elected, and that they shall be elected at the congressional election 
next preceding the expiration of a full term in the United States 
Senate, and the election of a senator shall be certified to the gov- 
ernor in the same manner that the elections of representatives in 
Congress are certified, and the governor shall issue a commission 
upon the proper certificate certifying the election of a senator. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc.. That there shall be ^^^^ ^ ^^j^. 
elected, by the electors of Louisiana, qualified under the law to gresa" ^^ ^ ■ 
vote for representatives in the lower house of Congress, one 
United States senator at the same time and in the same manner 
that members of the lower house of Congress are elected in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighteen, and every six 
years thereafter; and in the same manner there shall be one 
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Unitd States senator elected at the congressional election in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and twenty, and every six 
years thereafter. 

Vacancies. Scctlon 3. Be it further enacted, etc., That if a vacancy shall 

occur in the office of ynited States senator from Louisiana by 
death, resignation or otherwise, the Governor shall, within ten 
days after receiving official notice of such vacancy, issue his proc- 
lamation for an election to be held in the State to elect a senator 
to fill such unexpired term as may remain, provided such ex- 
pired term is not less than twelve months and the election shall 
be held within ninety days from the time said proclamation is 
issued and the returns of such election shall be certified to the 
governor in the manner set out above for regular elections, un- 
less said vacancy shall occur in a year that there shall be held a 
general State or congressional election, in which event the gover- 
nor's proclamation shall designate the general election day as the 
time for electing a senator, and the vacancy shall be filled by 
appointment as hereinafter provided. 

Governor may Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That in case of a 
make temporary ap- vacancy in the officc of United States senator the governor may 
pontment. appoint a senator to fill such vacancy temporarily, and if the 

United States senate be in session at the time such vacancy occurs, 
the governor, shall appoint a senator within ten days after re- 
ceiving official notice of such vacancy, and the senator so ap- 
pointed shall serve until his successor is elected and commis- 
sioned as above provided for ; provided, that such unexpired ticrm 
as he may be appointed to fill shall be for a longer time than one 
year, but if for a shorter time than one year, he shall serve for 
the full time of the unexpired term and no special election shall 
be called by the governor, but his successor shall be elected at the 
regular election. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed, and this act 
shall take efl:ect and be in force from and after its passage. 

L. E. THOMAS, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved : July 9, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 

Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy : 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 



Repealing clause. 



11 

ACT NO. 242. 

House Bill No. 463. By Mr. Generelly. 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact Sections 2, and 9 of Act No. 98 of the 
Session of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for 
the year 1908, entitled An Act relative to a new registration 
of voters throughout the State ; to regulate the manner and 
mode of registering voters; to provide for appointment of 
special canvassers and to provide for the appointment or 
selection of registrars of voters throughout the State ; defin- 
ing their duties and powers and fixing their compensation, 
and repealing all laws in conflict with the same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That Section 2 of Act No. 98 of the session of the 
General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for the year 1908 be 
amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Registrar of 
Voters in the Parish of Orleans shall make a new and complete New regriatration 
registration of the qualified voters of said parish every four years, ^"^^^ '^"^ ^**"* 
commencing on the second day of January 1909. He shall keep 
his office open all the year from nine o 'clock in the forenoon until 
four o'clock in the afternoon, Sundays and legal holidays ex- 
cepted, and during the sixty days preceding the time for closing 
the registration before an election. He shall keep his office open 
from eight o'clock a. m. until two o'clock p. m. and from four 
o'clock p. m. until seven o'clock p. m. or later and he 
shall close his office thirty days before any election. He shaU 
on the first day of May 1915, and each year thereafter open sub- 
offices in each ward of the parish for the purpose of registering 
the voters of such ward ; said sub-offices to be kept open for thir- 
ty days from eight o'clock a.m. until two o'clock p. m. and from 
four o'clock p. m. until seven o'clock p. m. daily, Sundays and 
holidays excepted. Said sub-offices diall be centrally located, 
and the City of New Orleans shall pay for the rental of same. 

The Registrar of Voters shall be empowered to employ such c^rks and assist- 
clerks in addition to the chief clerk and assistant clerk, provided ants, 
for in Section 1 of this Act, as may be necessary to conduct his 
office, and said clerks shall be entitled to compensation at not 
more than three ($3.00) dollars per day for the days actually 
employed, payable semimonthly on presenting their accounts, 
sworn to by themselves and approved by the Registrar of Voters 
to the State Auditor; and the warrants drawn by the Auditor 
for their compensation aforesaid, shall be paid out of any moneys 
in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; provided the 
amount so expended for the compensation of said additional 
clerks shall not exceed twelve thousand ($12,000.00) dollars in 
any one year. 
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Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 9 of Act 
No. 98 of the session of the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana for the year 1908 be amended and re-enacted so as to 
read as follows: 

Names of fraud- Section 9. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whenever the 
".ltSJLJ!2i*®" ^® ^ Registrar of Voters has reason to believe that any name or names 

upon the books of registration art5 illegally or fraudulently placed 
thereon he shall publish such names in the ofScial journal of, and 
at the expense of the Parish, and the Registrar of Voters shall 
cancel such names unless the parties whose names have been pub- 
lished, prove their identity or right to be registered by the affi- 
davit of two bona fide citizens who shall appear before the Reg- 
istrar of Voters or his clerks at the registration office and make 
said affidavit within five days after the publication, he will cause 
such name or names to be erased from the books of registration, 
noting the reasons therefor in the column of remarks in the pre- 
cinct register provided that any person who has attempted to 
prove his identity or right to be registered and has been erased 
shall have power to appeal to any court in said parish without 
cost, enjoining the Registrar to reinstate his name, and from the 
decision of the court either party shall have the right to appeal to 
the Supreme Court without bond or costs and said appeed shall 
be tried in a summary manner and by preference. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all lows or partB 
of laws in conflict herewith or contrary to any of the provisions 
of this Act be and are hereby repealed. 

January 1. 1915. Section 4. Be it further enacted. That this Act shall take 

effect from and after Jan. 1st, 1915. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved: July 9, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 
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ACT NO. 243. 
House Bill No. 375. By Mr. Qenerelly. 

AN ACT 

To provide for a correct count and tabulation of votes cast for 
any amendment for the Constitution, or any proposition 
placed on the oflfixjial ballot at any general election under the 
election laws, and making it a penalty by fine and imprison- 
ment for the violation thereof. 
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Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State penalty for fraud- 
of Louisiana ; That whenever there shall appear on the official uient tabulation of 
ballot to be voted for at general elections held under the general uolfai amendments' 
election laws of the State, a proposition or an amendment to the 
State Constitution, or a proposition for a tax levy or any propo- 
sition appearing on the official ballot proposed by the (Jeneral 
Assembly, or on a petition of citizens, it shall be the duty of com- 
missioners and clerks of election, to tabulate and correctly count 
and make returns the votes cast thereon the same as in the case of 
a candidate, and any violation of this ACT shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor and punishably by fine of not less than One Hun- 
dred Dollars and not more than Five Hundred Dollars, and im- 
prisonment in the Parish Prison or Police Jail for not less than 
six months nor more than One year. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, that all laws or parts of laws Repealing clause, 
inconsistent herewith or in conflict herewith be and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc., that this Act shall take 
effect from and after its pasasge. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Bepresentatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved : July 9, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
A true copy: Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

ALVIN E. HEBEBT, 

Secretary of State. 



ACT NO. 266. 
House Bill No. 544. By Mr. Pontenot. 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact section three (3) of Act Number 49 of 
1906, entitled '*An Act to provide for calling, holding, con- 
ducting and regulating all primary elections; to provide 
that it shall be compulsory that all nominations be made by 
the dominant or majority political i>arty of the State for 
candidates for the United States Senate, members of the 
House of Representatives in Congress, all State, district, 
parochial and ward officers, members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of Louisiana, and of 
city and ward officers in all cities, towns and villages by a 
direct primary election ; that any nomination of any person 
for any of the aforementioned offices by any other method 
shall be illegal, to prohibit the Secretary of State from plac- 
ing on the official ballot the name of any person as a can- 
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didate of any political party not nominated in accordance 
with the provisions of this act, and to provide penalties for 
the violation of this act." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That section three (3) of Act Number forty nine 
(49) of nineteen hundred and six (1906), entitled *'An Act to 
provide for calling, holding, conducting and regulating all pri- 
mary elections; to provide that it shall be compulsory that all 
aominations be made by the dominant or majority political party 
of the state for candidates for the United State Senate, mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives in Congress, all state, dis- 
trict, parochial and ward officers, members of the Senate and 
Eouse of Representatives of the State of Louisiana, and of city 
and ward officers in all cities, towns and villages by a direct pri- 
mary election; that any nomination of any person for any of 
the aforementioned offices by any other method shall be illegal, 
and to prohibit the Secretary of State from placing on the offi- 
cial ballot the name of any person as a candidate of any political 
party not nominated in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act, and to provide penalties for the violation of the act," be 
amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Primary to nora- **Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in any year in 
inate u. s. Senator, (vhich a United States Senator is to be elected at the same time 

that the Congressmen are to be elected, as provided for by the 
laws of this State, the State Central Committee of the poUtieal 
party coming within the provisions of this Act, shall meet on the 
First (1st) Tuesday of July preceding the Congressional elec- 
tion, and issue a call for a primary election to nominate a candi- 
date for the United States Senate. They shall select the date 
which shall not be less than sixty (60) nor more than seventy 
(70) days prior to the said Congressional election." 

That in any year in which a United States Senator is to be 
ria?eilct?o'n to"gd?I elected, the date fixed by the State Central Committee for the 
*''•"• holding of the primary to nominate a candidate for the United 

States Senate shall be the date at which Congressional primaries 
shall be held, and in said years it shall be unnecessary for the 
Congressional Committees to meet and order the holding of a 
Congressional primary election to nominate members of Congress. The Con- 
committee mceti. g gressional Committees in said years shall perform all the duties 
unnecessary. required of them by the primary election laws, except that they 

shall not meet on the First (1st) Tuesday of July and select a 
date for the holding of the Congressional primary. That in any 
year in which a United States Senator is not to be elected, the 
Congressional Committee shall meet and order a primary, as is 
provided for in section Five (5) of Act No. Forty Nine (49) of 
Nineteen hundred and six (1906). 
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Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That all laws and parts 
of laws in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Eepresentatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved : July 9th, 1914. 

L. E. HALL, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 



ACT NO. 277. 
House Bill No. 491. 

By Mr. Powell, Chairman, Committee on Registration and Elec- 
tion Laws, Substitute for House Bill No. 85.* 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact the title and Sections 14, 18, 20 and 23 of 
Act No. 49 of 1906, entitled *'An Act to provide for calling, 
holding, conducting and regulating of primary elections ; to 
provide that it shall be compulsory that all nominations to 
be made by any political party for candidates for the office 
of United States Senator, Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, all State, district and parochial of- 
ficers, members of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Louisiana, and of the city and ward oflScers in 
all cities, towns and villages shall be made by a direct pri- 
mary ; to define the term of political party under this Act ; 
to prescribe the qualifications of electors participating in 
and candidates for nomination to be voted for at said pri- 
mary election; to prescribe the number and manner of 
choosing commissioners who shall preside over and conduct 
said election ; to provide the time and manner of conducting 
said primary ; to provide for the defraying the expenses of 
said primary elections; to provide the duties of officers to 
whom returns are to be made ; to prescribe what are offenses 
against and to provide penalties for violation therewith, and 
to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict therewith, 
approved June 29, 1906, as amended by Act No. 21 and Aut 
No 27 of the extra session of 1907, Act No. 100 of 1908, and 
Act No. 240 of 1910, and Act No. 198 of 1912, and to repeal 
all laws in conflict herewith. 
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Polling places: Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
seireTbaiiote.' '°' 0* Louisiana, That section 18 of Act No. 49 of 1906, as amend 

ed and ro-enacted by Act No. 198 of 1912, be amended and re-l 
c-nacted so as to read as follows : Section 18 ; Be it further enacted, 
etc., That the officers whose duty it is to desi^ate and appoint 
polling places throughout the State, shall cause same to be pro- 
vided with voting shelves and compartments, known as polling 
booths, in which voters may conveniently and with absolute 
secrecy mark their ballots ; said booths to be similar in character 
as those used, as provided for by law, in regular elections. 

Throughout the State, a guard rail shall be placed at each poll 
ing place at least fifty feet on either side of the ballot boxes and 
booths, and each guard rail shall be provided with separate 3n. 
trances and separate exits. 

That the officers whose duty it is to designate and appoint poll 
in,T places in cities of more than 50,000 inhabitants, shall cause 
the same to be provided with voting shelves and compartments, 
known as polling booths, in which voters may conveniently and 
with absolutely secrecy mark their ballots. There shall be in each 
polling plaee, during each election, a sufficient number of voting 
booths, and not less than one for every hundred voters in the pre- 
cinct. Each such booth shall be at least three feet square, shall 
have four sides enclosed, each at least six feet high, and the one 
in front shall open and shut as a door swing outwards, and 
shall extend within two feet of the floor. Each such booth shall 
contain a shelf, which shall be at least on-e foot wide, extending 
across one side of the booth, at a convenient height for writing, 
and shall be furnished with such supplies and conveniences, in- 
cluding black ink, pads, blotting paper and pencils having black 
lead only, as will enable the voters to conveniently prepare their 
ballots for voting. Each polling booth shall be furnished with 
stamps or dies for making the voting mark upon the ballots, and 
shall have inking pads with the ink of uniform color and quality. 
Each booth shall be kept clearly lighted while the polls are open 
by artificial lights if necessary, and in no case shall the polling 
places of two precincts be located upon the same street or within 
closer proximity to each other than a distance of three city blocks. 

The guard rail at each side of polling booth shall be placed a1 
a distance from the ballot box of at least fifty feet, as here 
inbefore provided, and the guard rail shall be so arranged sc 
as to provide separate entrances and exits. 

In every polling place in the country or in any city the arrange 
ments of the polling place shall be such that the booths can onlj 
be reached by passing within the guard rail, and the booths, bal 
lot boxes, commissioners, and every part of the polling places ex 
cept the interior of the booths, shall be in plain view of the com 
missioners and watchers appointed for the purpose of watching 
the voter as he appears to cast his vote. The booths shall b< 
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placed on the outer edge of the sidewalk, within the guard rails, 
and no voter shall be permitted to prepare his ballot when the 
door of the booth is not closed so as to obscure him from the view 
of all persons, and it is made the duty of the commissioners or 
any one of them, in case the voter neglects to close the door of the 
boothj to see that the booth door is closed. 

Any ballot prepared in violation of this provision and any bal- 
lot willfully exhibited will not be received by the commissioners, 
and if received, notwithstanding this prohibition, it shall not be 
counted. Any ballot which is protested for any reason shall have 
attached to it by the commissioners a memorandum setting forth 
the ground of protest, the name of the voter and the name of his 
challenger. 

Section 2 : Be it further enacted, etc.. That Section 20 of Act D^^y of special 
49 of 1906 be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : Sec- deputies 
tion 20 ; Be it further enacted, etc., that the delivery of the pri- 
mary ballots, stationery, ballot boxes, and other necessary elec- 
tion supplies hereinbefore required to be made by the respective 
committees throughout the State, shall be made by special depu- 
ties selected by said committees, whose duty it shall be to deliver 
the said primary ballots, etc., to the commissioners at the respec- 
tive ballot places as hereinbefore provided for in section 16. That 
the duty of said special deputies shall be the same as those of 
the special deputies and sheriffs appointed under the general 
election laws of this state, and they shall take an oath to honestly 
and faithfully perform their duties and safely deliver said boxes, 
tickets and election supplies to the respective commissioners. The 
Chairman and vice-chairman of all committees are authorized to 
administer oaths. 

In all elections held throughout the State of Louisiana under ^ . , 

this act, the Commissioners and clerks of elections and watchers clerks, etc, not to 
provided for in this act as well as the special deputies appointed em^oye^ ^"^ ^**'^ 
by the committee and the deputy sheriffs appointed by the Civil 
Sheriff in the Parish of Orleans, shall not be employees or of- 
ficers of the State, parish or municipal government, nor of the 
federal government, and shall not have been such for more than 
six months prior to their election ; all of which officers and em- 
ployees are declared to be ineligible to serve as commissioners, 
clerks, watchers, special deputies or deputy sheriffs of elction. 
All persons elected to an office under the provisions of this act 
are hereby prohibited from employing any person who has served 
in the respective capacity of commissioner clerk of election, 
watcher, special deputy or deputy sheriff in any department of 
the State, parish or municipal government until after the expira- 
tion of nine months from the date of said election ; provided that 
neither of the above two provisions shall apply to wards or pre- 
cinct having less than twenty registered voters. That any viola- 
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Commissioners in delivering the ballots, with the detachable slips, 
to voters, to select the ballot from the package, indiscriminately 
without regard to number, and the right is given to any com- 
missioner to have the ballot so selected without regard to its 
numerical order, and to have this provision of the law enforced. 

Section 4: Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 23 of 
Act No. 49 of 1906 as amended by Act No. 27 of the Extra Ses- 
sion of 1907, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as fol- 
lows: Section 23: Be it further enacted, etc.. That each poll 
shall be presided over by three commissioners of election and at 
each poll there shall be two clerks. 

Commissioners The Said Commissioners shall be selected as hereinafter pro- 
chosen?^^^^ ; h o w yided, and shall be commissioned in each Parish by the Chair- 
man of the respective Parish commititee for such Parish. Tn 
ca&e of the absence, inability or refusal of such chairman to act, 
they shall be commissioned by the vice chairman. These elec- 
tion oflScers, and also the watchers selected under the primary 
act, shall possess the same qualifications as are required of voters 
m the ward in which they shall preside, and may be selected to 
serve as commissioners, clerks or watchers in any precinct of the 
ward in which they vote. The said commissioners and clerks and 
the special deputy sheriffs provided for in this Act shall receive 
the same compensation as is paid to commissioners of election at 
elections held under the general election laws of the State. 

The commissioners of election shall be selected as follows, to- 
wit: 

That in any election held under this Act, that each and every 
local candidate in each parish in this State shall submit to the re- 
spective parish committee of said parish at least fifteen days prior 
to the date on which any primary election is to be held, under 
this Act, the name of one duly qualified voter, to act as a com- 
iiiissioner of election, for each and every voting precinct in said 
parish, should there be five or more local candidates. Should 
there be three local candidates in any election held under this act, 
each and every local candidate in each parish in this State, shall 
submit to the respective parish committee of said parish, at the 
time specified above, the names of two duly qualified voters to 
act as commissioners of election for each and every voting pre- 
cinct in each parish. Should there be but two local candidates 
in any election held under this act, each and every local candi- 
date in each parish in this State, shall submit to the respective 
parish committee of said parish at the time specified above, the 
names of three duly qualified voters to act as commissioners of 
election for each and every voting precinct in said parish. Should 
there be four local candidates in any election held under this act, 
each and every local candidate in each parish in this State, shall 
submit to the respective parish committee of said parish at the 
time specified above, the names of two duly qualified voters, to 
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receptacle to be deetroyed after the closing of the polls. The 
voter shall always have the right to retain possession of his bal- 
lot while the commissioners of election are removing the per- 
forated numbered slip until he deposits the ballot in the ballot 
box. 

The ballot as above set forth to be furnished by the Secretary of 
State shall be prepared by the Secretary of State, who shall cer- 
tify to it as the official ballot on the back of the ballot over his 
stamped signature, and who shall furnish the ballot pressed and 
folded in uniform fold, and creases so as to display on the reverse 
or back of the ballot when folded the printed or script certiK- 
cato of the Secretary of State. 

The ballot as above set forth to be furnished by the munici- 
pality shall be prepared by the municipality and shall be certi- 
fied to by the Mayor of the municipality as the official ballot on 
the back of the ballot over his stamped signature, and the ballot 
shall be furnished stamped and folded in uniform folds and 
creases so as to display, on the reverse or back of the ballot when 
folded the printed or script certificate of the Mayor of the munic- 
ipality. 

The primary ballot shall also contain the names of candidates 
for delegate to thp State Central and Congressional districts 
committees. 

No primary ballot shall be used unless the same shall sub- 
stantially comply with the requirements of this Act and any bal- 
lot not in accordance herewith shall be void for all purposes, and 
shall not be received, deposited or counted by any person or com- 
missioner at any such primary election. No person shall be a 
candidate for the delegate to the State Central or Congressional 
district committees who is not a duly qualified voter therein. 

The Secretary of State or the Municipality, as the case may be, 
shall furnish for each precinct as many sample ballots as there 
arc furnished official ballots. Such sample ballots shall be exact 
duplicates of the oflScial ballots, except they shall not bear the 
endorsement of the Secretary of State or Mayor, or the detach- 
able slip herein provided, and they shall be of a diflferent color. 

Upon the day of election, the sample ballots shall be conspicu- 
ously arranged on a table near the poll, and every voter shall be 
entitled to as many sample ballots as he wishes, not exceeding 
two. 

After receiving such sample ballot or ballots, the voter may 
make such use of it as he chooses, and may mark or cause it to be 
marked outside the polling place and may take it with him into 
the voting booth. But no sample ballot shall be voted or counted. 

That in the distribution by the Secretary of State or by any 
other authority of the official ballots provided for in this Act 
the same shall be prepared in packages so that the numbered slips inYt^iy. 
shall be placed in said packages indiscriminately and without 
regard to numerical order, and it is hereby made the duty of thi3 



Official baUot 



Municipal ballot 



Primary ballot 



Sample balloUi. 



Ballots to be de- 
indlscrim- 



20 

Commissioners in delivering the ballots, with the detachable slips, 
to voters, to select the ballot from the package, indiscriminately 
without regard to number, and the right is given to any com- 
missioner to have the ballot so selected without regard to its 
numerical order, and to have this provision of the law enforced. 

Section 4: Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 23 of 
Act No. 49 of 1906 as amended by Act No. 27 of the Extra Ses- 
sion of 1907, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as fol- 
lows: Section 23: Be it further enacted, etc.. That each poll 
shall be presided over by three commissioners of election and at 
each poll there shall be two clerks. 

Commissioners The Said Commissioners shall be selected as hereinafter pro- 
chosen?^^^^^ ; h o w yided, and shall be commissioned in each Parish by the Chair- 
man of the respective Parish commititee for such Parish. Tn 
case of the absence, inability or refusal of such chairman to act, 
they shall be commissioned by the vice chairman. These elec- 
tion ofiScers, and also the watchers selected under the primary 
act, shall possess the same qualifications as are required of voters 
m the ward in which they shall preside, and may be selected to 
serve as commissioners, clerks or watchers in any precinct of the 
ward in which they vote. The said commissioners and clerks and 
the special deputy sheriffs provided for in this Act shall receive 
the same compensation as is paid to commissioners of election at 
^lections held under the general election laws of the State. 

The commissioners of election shall be selected as follows, to- 
wit: 

That in any election held under this Act, that each and every 
local candidate in each parish in this State shall submit to the re- 
spective parish committee of said parish at least fifteen days prior 
to the date on which any primary election is to be held, under 
this Act, the name of one duly qualified voter, to act as a com- 
missioner of election, for each and every voting precinct in said 
parish, should there be five or more local candidates. Should 
there be three local candidates in any election held under this act, 
each and every local candidate in each parish in this State, shall 
submit to the respective parish committee of said parish, at the 
time specified above, the names of two duly qualified voters to 
act as commissioners of election for each and every voting pre- 
cinct in each parish. Should there be but two local candidates 
in any election held under this act, each and every local candi- 
date in each parish in this State, shall submit to the respective 
parish committee of said parish at the time specified above, the 
names of three duly qualified voters to act as commissioners of 
election for each and every voting precinct in said parish. Should 
there be four local candidates in any election held under this act, 
each and every local candidate in each parish in this State, shall 
submit to the respective parish committee of said parish at the 
time specified above, the names of two duly qualified voters, to 
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ao^ as commissioners of election for each and every voting pre- 
cinct in said parish. 

In the event that there are four local candidates, the first of same, 
the names so furnished by each local candidate shall be submitted 
for the drawing as hereinafter provided, and under said draw- 
ing, three names shall be drawn, and these three shall act as the 
commissioners of election. The remaining name shall be named 
as one of the clerks of election. A second drawing shall then be 
made from the other four names furnished by the said local can- 
didates and from these four, one name shall be drawn, as here- 
inafter provided, and he together with the first mentioned name 
shall act as the clerks of election, and the remaining names shall 
be commissioned as watchers. 

That fourteen days prior to the date on which the primary 
election is to be held, at Twelve 'Clock Noon, the respective par- 
ish committees in each parish throughout the State, shall be regu- 
larly convened and they shall proceed to select, from the various 
names submitted to them by the candidates, as aforesaid, three 
commissioners of election to preside over the election at each and 
every voting precinct in the said parish, and two clerks in the 
following manner to-wit: 

The said parish committee shall, except as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, take the names submitted to them from each particular 
precinct by the candidates aforesaid, write each name so sub- 
mitted on a separate piece of white paper, of equal and uniform 
size, and place the various slips, so made up, in a hat or other 
receptacle without folding them ; the committee shall select some 
person to draw five of said slips, so placed in the hat or other 
receptacle, and the persons whose names are written on the first 
three slips so selected shall be the commissioners of election to 
preside over the particular voting precinct, and the other two 
shall be the clerks of election, and the balance of the names re- 
.naining undrawn shall be commissioned as watchers, and shall 
have the authority and powers conferred on watchers by the gen- 
eral election law; that the person selected to draw the said five 
slips from the hat or other receptacle shall be blindfolded at the 
lime of and during the drawing ; that the drawing shall be pub- 
lic and in the presence of the committee and such spectators as 
may desire to be present, and said drawing must be done at the 
court house, in each and every parish of the State, and in the 
City of New Orleans, at the Civil District Court. 

That the commissioners and clerks of election for each precinct game, 
shall be drawn separately, that is, one precinct at a time until 
the commissioners and clerks of election for each and every pre- 
cjnct in the parish have been thus selected. 

In the event that at any primary election held to nominate 
candidates for State offices, district offices and Congress there 
should be no local officers to be nominated at the same time, r,he 
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respective candidates for the State offices, district offices or ' 
Congress shall send in to the various parish committees the name 
of one or more duly qualified voters under this Act, for each and 
every precinct in lie parish, as is hereinbefore provided for local 
candidates to do, and the commissioners of election and clerks 
shall be drawn in the same manner from these names as hereinbe- 
fore provided in this section. 

That the term ''local candidate" used herein, in this section, is 
defined to be any candidate for either House of the Cteneral As- 
sembly or for any parish or municipal office, except those of jus- 
tice of the peace or constable. 

gg^jj^g In case no commissioners of election or clerks shall have been 

selected, or if none of those who have been selected be present 
within one hour after the time fixed for the opening of the poll, 
the voters of the party holding the primary, present at such pre- 
cinct shall hold a meeting and elect the commissioners to preside 
at the election who shall perform all duties of the regularly select- 
ed commissioners and clerks. 

Should any one of the commissioners selected be present, he 
shall select another, and both together shall select a third and tw^o 
clerks as above provided ; the commissioners so selected shall taKe 
the oath and perform all the duties of commissioners of election 
in the same manner as if they had been selected as hereinbefore 
provided. 

Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, the commis- 
sioners of election shall swear each other, and the clerks, to faith- 
fully, honestly and impartially conduct the election. 

The same power and authority vested in every commissioner by 
thority of commis- the general election laws of the State is hereby conferred upon 
sionerg. ^|j^, commissioners conducting any primary election under this 

Act. It shall be the duty of the commissioners and the clerks, at 
each polling place, to keep triplicate lists of the persons voting 
at such voting place, which lists shall be numbered consecutively 
from one to the end, and such lists so kept and numbered shall 
be signed and sworn to as correct, by them, immediately upon 
closing the polls, and before opening the ballot boxes. One of 
the lists shall be deposited in the ballot box, with the ballots after 
the count has been made, one shall be transmitted, with the re- 
turns, to the Secretary of State in primary elections held for 
Uijited States Senators, Congressmen, and State officers who are 
voted for throughout the State, and one to the respective chair 
man of the various parish committees, in cases where parochial 
cfjiices are being voted for; and, in all other primary elections, to 
the respective chairman of the committees ordering the primar}' 
election. 

Immediately after the closing of the polls and the signing and 
swearing to the poll lists, the commissioners shall proceed to pub 
licly canvass the votes ; they shall make tally sheets in quadrupli 
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eate and shall tabulate the votes, and sign the same and swear 
to their correctness, and publicly announce the results to the by- 
standers. 

The returns in all primary elections shall be made as follows: 

In primary elections held for United States Senators, Congress- 
men and State oflScers voted for throughout the entire State, and tions.^™*' 
respective congressional districts, commissioners of election shall 
deposit one of the tally sheets and one of the poll lists, signed 
and sworn to as hereinbefore provided, in the ballot box, and one 
of the poll lists and tally sheets, signed and sworn to as herein- 
above provided, shall be placed in a sealed envelope directed to 
the Secretary of State at Baton Bouge, La., and the other poll 
list and one tally sheet similarly signed and sworn to shall 
be placed in a sealed envelope directed to the respective chairman 
of the various parish committees, in cases where parochial of- 
fices are being voted for and, in all other cases, to the chairman 
of the committee ordering the primary election ; and the fourth 
tally sheet shall be placed in a sealed envelope directed to the 
chairman of the State Central Committee of the party holding 
the primary election who shall deliver same to the State Cen- 
tral Committee for its inspection if necessary, when it needs to 
declare the result of the election as hereinafter provided and the 
pa<;kages addressed to the Secretary of State and the Chairman 
of the State Central Committee shall be forwarded to them im- 
mediately through the United States Mails. 

In all other elections held under this act, the returns shall 
be made as hereinbefore provided, except that the tally sheets 
and poll lists, hereinbefore required to be forwarded to the Sec- 
retary of State and chairman of the State Central Committee, 
shall be placed in sealed packages addressed to the chairmen of 
the respective committees ordering the said primary and the 
Clerk of Court of the parish in which said election is held, and 
be delivered to them, or their accredited representatives, in 
person, by the commissioners of elections. 

In any year when other oflScers, district, parochial, ward or 
municipal are to be nominated at the same time and at the 
same polling places as United States Senators, Congressmen, 
Governor and other State oflScers who are to be voted for 
throughout the entire State or Congressional districts, the trip- 
licate poll list and the tally sheets herein provided to be made, 
for such districts, ward, parochial, or municipal oflScers shall be 
separate from those for United States Senator, Congressmen, 
Governor and other State oflScers, and same shall be delivered 
respectively, one in ballot box, one to the Secretary of State and 
one to the chairman of the respective committees ordering the 
district, parochial, ward or municipal election as aforesaid,' and 
when district ward, parochial, or municipal oflScers are to be 
nominated as aforesaid, at the same time as United States Sen- 
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ators, CongresKmen, Ctovemor and other State officers, txiere 
shall be separate ballot boxes, one for the purpose of depositing 
the ballots east for said United States Senators, Congressmen, 
Oovemor and other State officers, and one for depositing said 
district, parochial, ward and municipal ballots. 

be^^MLiU.^^^^ ^ ^® ballot boxes containing the ballots, poll lists and tally 

sheet shall be carefully sealed aifter the count shall have been 
completed and the returns signed and sworn to, shall be depos- 
ited with the respective cler^ of the district courts throughout 
the State, and in the Parish of Orleans, with the Clerk of the 
Criminal District Court, by the commissioners of election. 

Repealing clause. Section 5. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws or parts 

of laws in conflict with any of the provisions of this act be, 
and the same are, hereby repealed. 

Section 6: Be it further enacted, etc.. That this Act shall 
take effect from and after its promulgation. 

L. E. THO^MS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved : July 9, 1914 

L. E. HALL, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

ALVIN E. HEBERT. 

Secretary of State. 
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ACT NO. 198. 
House Bill No. 264. By Mr. Johnson. 

AN ACT 

To amend an'd re-enact the title and Sections 1, 2, 14, 18, 24, 25 
and 27 of Act No. 49 of 1906, entitled ^*An Act to provide 
for calling, holding, conducting and regulating of primary 
elections ; to provide that it shrJl be compulsory that all nom- 
inations to be made by any political party for candidates 
for the office of United States Senator, Members of the 
House of Representatives in Congress, all State, district 
and parochial officers, members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the State of Louisiana, and of city and 
v^ard officers in all cities, towns and villages shall be made 
by a direct primary; to define th(5 term of political party 
under this Act; to prescribe the qualifications of electors 
participating in and candidates for nomination to be voted 
for at said primary election; to prescribe the number and 
manner of choosing commissioners who shall preside over 
and conduct said election ; to provide the time and manner 
of conducting said primary ; to provide for the defraying the 
expenses of said primary elections ; to provide the duties of 
officers to whom returns are to be made; to prescribe what 
are offenses against and to provide penalties for violation 
thereof, and to repeal all laws and parts of laws in conflict 
therewith, approved June 29, 1906, as amended by Act No. 
21 and Act No. 27 of the extra session of 1907, Act No. 100 
of 1908, and Act No. 240 of 1910. 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That the title of Act No. 49 of 1906, approved 
June 29, 1906, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as fol- 
lows : 

An Act to provide for calling, holding, conducting and regu- 
lating all primary elections; to provide that it shall be com- ah nominations 
pulsory that all nominations to be made by the dominant or ^o be made by the 
majority political party of the State for candidates for the ity political party 
United States Senate, JVIembei's of the House of Representatives ?^ the state must 
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in Congress, all State, district, parochial and ward officers, Mem- primary election. 

bers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 

Louisiana, and of city and ward officers in all cities, towns and 

villages by a direct primary election. That any nomination of 

any person for any of the aforementioned officers by any other 

method shall be illegal, and the Secretary of State is prohibited 

from placing on the official ballot the name of any person as a 
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candidate for any political party not nominated in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act, and to provide penalties for the 
violation of the Act. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 1 of Act 
No. 49 of 1906 be amended and re-enacted so as to read as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 

All nominations of Louisiana, That the dominant or majority political party of 

^^.r^fnil^f'^^r^^.w^the State shall make all nominations for candidates for the 

aominant or major- rr-xio c^ -^r i pi-r-r 

ity political party Umtea L^ates Senate, Members of the House of Representative j 
be mad^^by^ direct ^^ Congress, all State, district, parochial and ward oflBeors, mem- 
primary election, mers of the Senate and House of Representatives of clie Statt^ 

of Louisiana and all city and ward officers of all cities, towns 
and villages by a direct primary election. That any ni^mination 
of any person for any of the aforementioned offices nxcept as 
herein provided shall be illegal, and the Secretary of S^ ute is pro- 
hibited from placing on the official ballot the name of any per- 
son as a candidate for any political party not nominated in ac- 

ex?cutUe "^ commit^ ^^^^^^^^ ^'^^^ ^^^ provisions of this Act; provided, that the 
tee of minority primary elections provided for by this Act shall be obligatory 
parties. ^^^^ compulsory upon the dominant or majority politieal party 

of the State, and the right and power shall reside in the executive 
committee of all minority political parties to order primaries 
held under the provisions thereof at their option. 

Section 3. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That Section 14 of Act No. 49 of the session of the 
General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for the year of 1906. 
be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Section 14. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the primary elec- 
Baiiot for u. s. tion ballot used in all primary elections for United States Sena- 
ment^aif'star^'^dts- ^^^y Congressmen, Governor and other officers voted for throuo^li- 
trict, parochial or out the entire State or voted for in any district, parish or ward in 
fumish^^^S- *t he ^^^^ State held under the provisions of this Act, shall beiurnished 
Secretary of State, by the Secretary^ of State, at tlie expense of the State, and the 

primary election ballot used in all primary elections for any mu- 
nicipal officer to be voted on in any municipality in this State, 
held under the provisions of this Act shall be furnished by the 
style of ballot, municipality in which the election is held. All said ballots 

shall be printed upon white paper of uniform quality, texture 
and size and printed in black ink and each ballot at the bottom 
shall contain a perforated or detachable slip with its number 
displayed in large numerals, as hereinafter provided. At the 
top of said ballot printed in large capital letters shall be the party 
designation, then shall follow the number of the primary district 
and location of polling place. Then shall follow the name of 



each officer and below the name of each office, in smaller capital 

letters, shall follow the names of all candidates (alphabetically 

arranged according to surname) for the nomination of said office, 

in the order in which said list of officers shall be arranged by 

the respective party committees. The names of all candidates How names 

shall be printed in type of uniform size and style and in vertical p^^'^*^^ 

column. Immediately following and opposite the name of each 

candidate, on the same line, shall be printed a square space and 

all such square spaces shall be of uniform size. Spaces between 

the names of candidates for each office shall be uniform, and 

sufficient space shall separate the names of candidates from one 

office from the names of candidates for another office, to avoid 

confusion. The slip attached to each ballot shall be numbered 

from one to one thousand, as may be required to form a part of 

the official ballot, to be furnished, perforated by the Secretary 

of State and the municipality. 

The ballot with a slip thus numbered shall be handed to the 
voter by the commissioner of election for the voter to take with sup to be de- 
him to the polling booth, who, after marking his ballot, shall, pos^t^^g ^ifaUot ^^n 
before casting his ballot into the box, allow the commissioner of box. 
election to detach or remove the slip without defacing or tearing 
the ballot and without in any way exposing to view the face of 
the ballot. As soon as the detached slip is removed the voter 
then shall cast his ballot into the ballot box, the commissioner thnm^^a w^a^y ^ de- 
throwing the perforated or detached slip in a waste basket or tached slip. ... 
other receptacle to be destroyed after the closing of the polls. 
The voter shall always have the right to retain possession of his 
ballot while the commiKSsioners of eviction are removing the per- 
forated numbered slip until he deposits the ballot in the ballot 
box. 

The baliot as above set forth to be furnished by the Secretary of 
State shr.il be prepared by the Secretary of State, who shall Ballot furnished 
certify to it as the official ballot on the back of the ballot over gfate^^^^*^^^ °^ 
his stamped signature, and who shall furnish the ballot pressed 
and fold^^d in uniform fold, and creases so as to display on 
the reveiKse or back of the ballot when folded the printed or 
script ccitificate of the Secretary of State. 

The b.'llot as above set forth to be furnished by the municipal- 
ities shall be prepared by the municipality and shall be certified 
to by the Mayor of the municipality as the official ballot on the 
back of the ballot over his stamped signature, and the ballot 
shall be furnished stamped and folded in uniform folds and 
creases so as to display on the reverse or back of the ballot when 
folded the printed or script certificate of the Mayor of the mu- 
nicipality. 



The primary ballot shall also contain the names of candidates 
Ballot shall con- for delegate to the State Central and Congressional districts 

tain names of State^^_„«4..^^_ 
Central Committee COmmiliees. 

and conflressionai No primary ballot shall be used unless the same shall substan- 
district committee, ^j^jj^ ^^^p^y ^j^j^ ^he requirement of this Act and any ballot 

not in accordance herewith shall be void for all purpose, and shall 
not be received, deposited or counted by any person or com- 
missioner at any such primary election. No person shall be a 
candidate for delegate to the State Central or Congressional 
district committees who is not a duly qualified voter therein. 
The Secretary of State or the Municipality, as the case may be, 
As many sample shall furnish for each precinct as many sample ballots as there 
ballots to* be^'^fur-*^^ furnished official ballots. Such sample ballots shall be exact I 
nished. duplicates of the official ballots, except they shall not bear the en- 

dorsement of the Secretary of State or ^layor, or the detachable 
slip herein provided, and they shall be of a different color. 
Upon the day of election, the. sample ballots shall be conspicu- 
Sampie ballots to ously arranged on a table near the poll, and every voter shall be 
be displayed. entitled to as many sample ballots as he wishes, not exceeding two. 

After receiving such sample ballot or ballots, the voter may 
make such use of it as he chooses, and may mark or cause it to be 
marked outside the polling place and may take it with him into 
the voting booth. But no sample ballot shall be voted or counted. 
Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 24 of Act 
Manner of voting. ^0. 49 of 1906 be amended and re-enacted so as to read as fol- 
lows: Section 24. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person 
desiring to vote shall give his name, occupation and registration 
papers (if such be provided for) to any one of the commissioners, 
who shall thereupon announce the name in a loud and distinct 
tone of voice and if such name is found on the registration lis: 
by the commissioner having charge thereof, he shall likewise re- 
peat the same. The commissioner shall give the applicant one 
and only one ballot, and his name shall be immediately checked 
on said list, and shall also be entered on a poll list, hereinabove 
provided for, before he deposits his ballot in the box. On receiv 
ing his ballot the voter shall forthwith, and without leaving tht 
enclosed space, retire to the place provided for the preparation oi 
his ballot, and designate his choice, by stamping or makinoc i 
cross, in ink or with a lead pencil, in the voting space to the righ 
of and opposite to the name of the candidates he desires to sup 
Assistance. P^^t for the particular office for which they have offered. An: 

voter who declares to the commissioner that, by reason of blind 
ness, or by reason of any other physical disability, he is unable t< 
mark his ballot, or any elector registered under any qualificatioi 
prescribed by the Constitution, other than the educational qual 
ification, who declares that he is unable to read and write, shall 
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upon request, receive the assistance of a commissioner, clerk or 
watcher of his own selection in the marking thereof, and such 
person shall ascertain his wishes and mark his ballot in accord- 
ance therewith, and such person shall thereafter give no informa- 
tion regarding same, provided those persons who hav€ been 
taught to write sufficiently to enable them to fill the registration 
blanks and have been registered under the educational qualifi- 
cation though not able otherwise to read and write, shall be al- 
lowed to call for assiKstance in the same manner as hereinabove 
provided, and the verity vel von of the ability to read and write 
shall be the only question upon any prosecution on his declara- 
tion upon his registration or assistance, and such declaration as 
may be required of the voter shall set forth the condition under 
which he registered under the educational qualification. Any 
commissioner or clerk of election may require such declaration of ^ y^require^ decia- 
disability or inability to read and write to be made by the elector ration by voter, 
under oath. Whenever any elector receives assistance in this 
manner, the commissioners in charge of. the poll lists, shall commissioner 
wTite the voter's name in the list, and shall write in the poll siiaii write on poii 
list opposite the name of the elector the words ' ' assisted and "oter^was^^'assiS- 
swom." No person shall volunteer to assist any elector in mark- ed and sworn." 
ing his ballot. When an elector calls a commissioner or clerk or 
watcher to assist in marking his ballot under the provisions of 
this Act, one other commissioner or clerk or watcher supporting 
candidates opposing candidate supported by the commissioner 
or clerk or watcher called shall have the right to enter the booth 
and view the marking of the ballot. Any commissioner or clerk 
or watcher giving assistance or observing the same who makes p . 
known the way the voter receiving assistance casts his ballot ing ^assistance ^ot 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof authorized. 
shall be punished as provided in Section 31 of this act. Any voter 
who shall ask for and receive assistance not authorized to do so 
by the provisions of this section, and any person who shall vol- 
unteer assistance to any voter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided in 
Section 31 of this act. Any person who shall swear falsely in Perjury, 
order to obtain assistance shall be guilty of perjury, and pun- 
ished accordingly. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 18 of Act 
No. 49 of the General Assembly of the year 1906 be and the same i*o"in& places; 
is hereby amended and re-enacetd so as to read as follows: Sec- secreTbaiiots.^ ^^^ 
tion 18. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the officers whose 
duty it is to designate and appoint polling places throughout the 
State, shall cause same to be provided with voting shelves and 
compartments, known as polling booths, in which voters may 
(conveniently and with absolute secrecy mark their ballots; said 
booths to be similar in character to those used, as provided for 
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by law, in regular elections. That the oflBcers whose duty it is to 
designate and appoint polling places in cities of more than 50,000 , 
inhabitants, shall cause the same to be provided with voting 
shelves and compartments, known as polling booths, in which 
voters may conveniently and with absolute secrecy make their 
ballots. There shall be in each polling place, during each election, 
a sufficient number of voting booths, and not less than one for 
every one hundred voters in the precinct. Each such booth 
shall be at least three feet square, shall have four sides 
enclosed, each at least six feet high, and the one in front shall 
open and shut as a door swinging outwards, and shall extend 
within two feet of the floor. Each such booth shall contain a 
shelf, which shall be at least one foot wide, extending across one 
side of the booth, at a convenient height for writing, and shall 
be furnished with such supplies and conveniences, including 
black ir^k, pads, blotting paper and pencils having black lead 
only, as will enable the voters to conveniently prepare their 
ballots for voting. Each polling booth shall be furnished with 
stamps or dies for making the voting mark upon the ballots, 
and shall have inking pads with ink of uniform color and quality. 
Each booth shall be kept clearly lighted while the polls are 
open by artificial lights if necessary. A guard rail shall be placed 
at each polling place at least six feet from the ballot boxes and 
the booth, and no ballot box or booth shall be placed within six 
feet of such rail, and each guard rail shall be provided with a 
separate entrance and separate exit. The arrangements of the 
polling place shall be such that the booths can only be reached by 
passing within the guard rail, and the booths, ballot boxes, com- 
missioners and every part of the polling places, except the in- 
side of the booth, shall be in plain view of the commissioners 
and of persons just outside of the guard rail. The booths sliall 
be placed on the outer edge of the sidewalk within the guard rail 
and no voter shall be permitted to prepare his ballot when the 
door of the booth is not closed so as to obscure him from the 
vision of all persons. Any ballot prepared in violation of this 
provision and any ballot wilfully exhibited shall not be received 
by the commissioners, and if received notwithstanding this pro- 
hibition, it shall not be counted. Every ballot which is protested 
Protested ballot fo^ ^ny reason, shall have attached to it by the commissioners, a 

must have protest memorandum setting forth the ground of protest, the name oi 

Sched]^''^'''" ^ * ' the voter and the name of the challenger. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc., That Section 25 of Ad 
Promulgation to No. 49 of 1906, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as fol 

be made within Iqws : Section 25. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in all elec 

eight days. tions where returns are by this Act provided to be made to th 

Secretary of State, he shall immediately proceed to tabulate aii< 
compile the same, and shall within eight days after the date o 



said primary election promulgate same in the official journal 
of the State and shall forward under a special stamp a certified 
copy thereof, under his signature and seal of office, to the chair- 
man of the committee ordering the primary. 

That in elections held under the provisions of this Act all con- 
tests shall be made before the courts of the State, as herein pre- Contests to be de- 

•11 i«i 1- \. I* M J. J 'J.V. XT, termlned bythedis- 

scribed, which are hereby fully vested with the necessary power, trict courts, 
authority and jurisdiction to hear, try and determine the same. 
Any candidate for a nomination for any office who shall claim 
to have been nominated, and shall desire to contest the elec- 
tion, shall present a petition to the Judge of the District 
Court of the parish in which the capital of the State is situ- 
ated, if the office be that of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Treasurer, Auditor 
of Public Accounts, Superintendent of Public Education, or 
other State officer or United States Senator ; or if it be a munici- 
pal, parochial or district office, then to the District Court of the 
parish in which the contestee resides, which petition shall set 
forth specifically and in detail the grounds on which the contest 
is based and the irregularities or frauds of which complaint is 
made; that thereupon the Judge of said Court or in his absence 
the Clerk of said Court shall issue an order directing the con- 
testee to answer the petition within five days after service upon 
him of a certified copy of the petition and order ; that the con- 
testee shall be bound to answer not later than ten o 'clock A. M. on 
the fifth day from and after said service, including Sundays and 
legal holidays ; but if the fifth day shall be a Sunday or other 
legal holiday, then on the next succeeding legal day, at which 
time, whether the contestee has answered or not, the Court shall 
proceed without further delay and in a summary manner to try 
the issue presented; and that the trial shall be in open court or ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^_ 
in chambers and no jury shall be allowed. Either party shall ducted in a sum- 
have the right to proceed to take evidence relative to the facts mary manner, 
specified, or to be specified in the petition at any time before the 
trial, on giving the other party two days' notice of the time when 
and the place where the evidence is to be taken ; provided that 
the evidence may be taken before any officer authorized to admin- 
ister oaths, who shall have the power and authority to issue pro- 
cess to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of 
documentary evidence of every kind whatsoever. The Court of 
original jurisdiction shall render judgment ^^^hm twenty-f^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ 
riours after the case is submitted. The party cast shaii Have tne juudgment within 
rio-ht of appeal as in other cases, on giving bond for a sum to be 23 hours. 
5xed by the court to cover costs of all Courts, the emoluments o± 
:he office involved for the full term being hereby made the test 
>f the appellate jurisdiction; provided, said appeal shall be 
filed in the appellate court within not more than five days from 
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the rendition of the judgment, and shall be tried on the origina" 
records and by preference over all other cases whatsoever, and 
to decide the same within twenty-four hours after submission. 
Upon the perfection of an appeal, the Clerk of the Court shaL 
immediately notify the Appellate Court in writing, which said 
Appellate ('ourt shall immediately set the appeal down for hear 
ing without awaiting the actual ledgment of the appeal. It shaE 
be the duty of the Appellate Court to hear and determine appeab 
at the earliest practicable moment, and, if the Supreme Court be 
AppeUate court to in Vacation, it shall be the duty of the Chief Justice to convent 
appeaummemateiy^ ^^^ Court at once in special session that a trial of the cases ap"^ 

pealed to the Court of Appeal at a time when the said Courts art^ 

in vacation, it shall be the duty of the Judges composing sue 

Court, to meet in session without delay ; that no application fo: 

rehearing shall be entertained, but the Courts may correct mac: 

fest errors to which their attention shall be called upon their 

own motion; and whenever either party shall so desire and r^ 

quest, after judgment, the Court of Appeal shall immediately 

transmit the entire record to the Supreme Court which Couf 

shall immediately proceed to hear and review such case as if : 

had been regularly ordered up for review, and to pronoime^ 

thereon without delay. No contest shall be entertained unlesj 

Contests must be brought withiri two days after the official promulgation of ih 

made within two result of the election. If from any cause, a final judgment is no* 

promui^atiori^^^^^^ obtained before the date of a second primary or of the gener;. 

election and the final decision of the court should be that th^ 
contestant's name should have appeared upon the ticket in sut- 
second primary or general election, whereas the contestees a:- 
peared in fact; then, in that event the subsequent nominatio: 
and election of such contestees shall be treated as a nullity. 1^ 
case no candidate for the office of .Governor should have rt 
ceived a majority of the votes cast for that office, then a secoi 
primary election shall be held for Governor and for all othe 
State officers who shall have failed to receive a majority of tb 
votes cast for the office for which they were respectively cand; 
dates and the second primary shall be held with the same ele^ 
tion officers and at tbe same places as the first primary was heL: 
five weeks from the date of the first primary. The expenses c 
the second primary are to be l)orne in the same manner as thos 
of the first hereinabove provided for. At the second primary d 
one can be a candidate except the two pei-sons who have receive 
the highest number of votes at the first primary election for tb 
office of which they were candidates. 

The returns shall be madg and the votes canvassed and com 
piled and the results declared as hereinafter provided for in tb 
first primary election, 
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In case of failure to elect because no candidate receives a ma- 
jority of the votes cast for the oflBce for which he is a candidate, commissioners at 
should one of the two persons receiving the highest number of ^^' \„^|2^5^pr'? 
votes decline to continue his candidacy, then the other candidate mary. 
who shall have received the highest number of votes for the 
office for which he was a candidate shall be declared to be the 
nominee of the party. 

Any officer of election who has been appointed in the first pri- 
mary and served as a commissioner, clerk or special deputy in 
the first primary and who fails to serve in the second primary v^ Failure to serve 
the same capacity, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be *» second primary, 
punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. In the event 
of the Governor being nominated in the first primary eection, 
there shall be no second primary election for State officers who 
ran in the first primary, but the person receiving a plurality of 
the votes cast for the office for which he was a candidate shall be 
declared to be the nominee of the party ho.ding said primary. 
That in all elections, where returns are, by this Act, provided to ciiairman to im- 
be made to the respective chairman of the respective committees mediately tabulate 
ordering said primary, it shall be the duty of ihe said Chairman, turns. *^"*^ ^ ^ 
immediately upon receiving the said returns, to at once open the 
same and cause same to be tabulated and compiled, and at twelve 
o 'clock noon on the fourth day after the primary, the said com- 
mittee ordering same shall reconvene at the same place and the 
Chairman thereof shall submit to it the tabulated statement show- 
ing the result of said primary together with the original returns 
received by him. That after the committee has met and pro- 
claimed the results as hereinbefore provided, and it shall be found 
that any candidate failed to receive a majority of the votes cast 
for the office for which he was a candidate, a second primary shall 
be held with the same election officers at the same place as the 
first primary election was held and on the same date as the sec- ge^ond primary 
ond primary for State officers or Congressmen; if there be no 
second primary for State officials or Congressmen, or the first pri- 
mary be held at a time when neither State Officers or Congress- 
men shall be voted for, then the second primary shall be held five 
weeks from the date of the first primary. 

The expenses of the second primary shall be apportioned and 
paid for in the same manner as those of the first primary herein- 
I>efore provided for. 

Provided, further, that any unexpended balance after the first 
primary is held shall be used to defray the expenses of said sec- 
ond primary. 

At the second primary election no one can be a candidate ex- 



cept the two persons who have received the highest number of 
v^otes for the office for which they were candidates. The returns 
^^hall be made and the votes canvassed and compiled and the re- 
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suits declared and promulgated as hereinbefore provided for 
in the first primary. 

The same provisions for withdrawal as applies to candidates in 
the primaries for State Officers which are to be voted for shall 
govern in case any candidate at this primary desires to withdraw 
from the second primary, and the same provisions and penalties 
for the failure of officers of election who were appointed and 
served in the second primary for State Officers and who fail to 
serve in the second primary for State Officers shall govern at 
this second primary. 

Section 7. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That Section 87 of Act No. 49 of the General As- 
sembly of the year nineteen hundred and six lie ?lm^rhdQd and re- 
enacted so as to read as follows, to-wit: 

Section 37. Be it further enacted, etc., That if any person 
ing^to^give^bribe^'^ shall at any primary election herein provided for or prior there- 
to, buy any vote, or if any person shall in any manner intimidate 
or attempt to intimidate, by any threat, any voter to cast his 
vote in favor of or ag'ainst any person or question, or if any per- 
son shall, at or prior to any primary election, offer any pecuniary 
consideration, reward or promise of reward to any voter, with the 
view, intention or expectation of influencing such voter to vote 
for or against any particular person or question, or in the real or 
supposed interest of any person or question, whether such vote be 
actually cast or not, or changed thereby or not, such person shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars, or imprisoned not less than two months nor more 
than one year in the parish jail, or l)oth, st tke discretion of th« 
Court; or if any person shall use, distribute or give away intoxi- 
rfwbited^' ^^^^^^^ cating liquors to the voters of any parish or ward in this State 

where the sale of intoxicating liquors is prohibited, in the real or 
supposed interest of any person or question with the view, inten- 
tion or expectation that the voter will be influenced thereby to 
cast his vote in any particular way, whether the vote be cast or 
not, or changed thereby or not, such person shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

L. E. THOMAS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

THOMAS C. BARRET, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved: July 11th, 1912. 

L. E. HALL, 
A true copy : Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

ALVIN E. HEBERT, 
Secretary of State. 
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CORRUPT PRACTICES LAW. 



ACT NO. 213. 

Senate Bill No. 205. Subtitute for Senate Bill No. 11. 

AN ACT 

Defining and prohibiting corrupt practices appertaining to elec- 
tions ; providing the manner and from whom candidates may 
receive campaign funds, and. how the same may be disbursed; 
requiring statements of the same to be filed before certificate 
of nomination will issue ; and the penalties for failure to file 
such statement ; declaring certain acts, promises and contri- 
butions of candidates unlawful; providing the conditions 
for. receiving the testimony of offenders against the provis- 
ions of this act; betting and interference with the free ex- 
ercise of the elective franchise declared unlawful ; duties of 
district judges and district attorneys under this act ; provid- 
ing for contesting elections for violations of this act; pro- 
ceedings against corporations for violations of this act ; can- 
didates set aside ineligible to fill vacancies ; sheriffs appoint- 
ing a greater number of deputy sheriffs than five in any par- 
ish declared a corrupt practice ; bartering or trading a pub- 
lic office or dividing the salary or emoluments of such office 
with anyone who does not actually give his time in the ser- 
vice of such office is declared a corrupt practice ; and pen- 
alties provided for the violations of this act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That whenever, under the provisions of this act, 
the reference is made to an election, it is meant to include any 
election, State, District, Parochial, Ward or Municipal, held 
under any law of this State authorizing ot requiring the same 
to be held, ordered for the purpose of nominating candidates or 
electing those nominated for any office for which an election may 
be held under the laws of this State, whether the same be held 
under fixed statutory provisions, or in accordance with authority 
legally vested in any political organization, committee or body 
governing any politiaal body. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That any act, trans- 
action or thing done in contravention of the provisions herein- 
after directed against any candidate for an elective office or 
against any other person, and any act, transaction or thing not 
done or performed in accordance with the mandatory or direct- 
ory provisions hereinafter set forth directed to any candidate for 
any office or to any other person within the purpose and intend- 
ment of this act, shall be considered a corrupt pr«,ctice on the 



part of the candidate or other person doing that which is pro- 
hibited, or avoiding or failing to do that which is commanded, 
and shall subject such person or persons to the penalties here- 
infafter provided for. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be unlaw- 
ful for any candidate to enter into any agreement with any 
person' or personsy nor shall any person, association of persons or 
corporation on behalf of, or in support of aioy such oandidate 
enter into any agreemient with any person or persons under 
which he will parcel out or divide his c^ce with any person or 
persons, or divide the emoluments thereof in any manner what- 
soever; provided, that in the ease of a candidate for the office 
of sheriff of a parish he may hereafter agree pending his can- 
didacy for nomination or Section to employ not more than five 
deputies in any particular parish, and to make agreement with 
said deputies in anticipation of the election for his nomination 
or election to oflftce ; and provided further, that in the event the 
number of deputies herein authorized may appear not to be suffi- 
cient to subserve the needs of the public, the sheriff after his elec- 
tion shall be authorized to add such a number of deputies as 
may be authorized by the judge of the District Court upon the 
petition of the Sheriff filed with the said Court, and entered upon 
the records of the Court, setting forth the reasons for which the 
additional number of deputies may be required, the term of 
service for which they are required, and he shall be* bound to 
provd to the satisfaction of the District Judge that no such ap- 
pointment was made as the result of any agreement or under- 
standing entered into between the Sheriff or any person or per- 
sons proposed as additional deputy or deputies at any time an- 
terior to the election at which the said sheriff may have been 
elected. The depositions of said sheriff shall be taken and filed 
with the application herein provided for and tbt» order of the 
Court bearing thereon; provided further, that nothing in these 
provisions shiall interfere with any appointments that n^y now 
e^i£^t of deputy sheriffs who may. hold their appointments under 
exis^in^ laws and subject thereto, nor shall the provisions of 
this act be construed to prevent the sheriff from using the con- 
stables from the various wards of the parish from which be is 
elected to serve any process of Court and perform such other 
duties as may be required of sheriffs under the compensation 
fixed by law for such services in the manner provided for by 
the Article 765 of the Code of Practice; it being further pro- 
vided that before the District Judge shall iAcrease the number of 
deputy sheriffia as authorized by the pr^ovisions of this act he shall 
require satisfactory proof that the constaWea of the various 



'wards can not serve the purpose for which the increase in the 

number of deputy sheriffs is required, nor shall the provisions 

of this act with reference to the appointment of deputy sheriflBs 

be cosafiitnied to apply to any parish which has a population of 

over three hundred thousand persons. Be it further provided 

that any contraventions of the provisions of this Section wherein 

any appointment is made of any deputy sheriff contraiy to its 

provisions, I3>e said appointment shall raise the presumption of 
an illegal anti ejection promise and be declared a corrupt prac- 
tice on the part of the sheriff making said appointment sub^ 
ject to the penalties hereinafter provided. Nothing in the pro^ 
visions of this act shall be construed, however, as conflicting with 
the authority of the sheriff to summon a posse comitatus. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That any peron can- 
didate for any office, or candidate for election to any oflSce, who 
•shall agree to parcel out or divide his office with any person or 
persons not rendering actual service in such office in the manner 
required by law or beyond the provisions of this act ; or who shall 
promise to pay or actually pay to any person fix)m the revenues 
of his office or otherwise any money whatever or other considera- 
tion of whatever nature without the actual rendering of public 
service by the recipient of such payment or consideration, or any 
person who shall violate the provisions of this- act as set forth 
in various sections shall not only be guilty of a corrupt prac- 
tice, and subject to the penalties provided for by this act, but 
he shall forfeit the right to a nomination to the office for which 
he may be a candidate if said fact is established within fifteen 
days before the election for said nomination, and the proceedi* 
ings tending to establish the verity vel non of such charge shall 
be tried in a summary manner before any court of competent 
jurisdiction, and if he shall have been elected to the office, shall 
forfeit the right to said office to which he may have been elect- 
ed unless there is a constitutional provision to the contrary. In 
the event that th^ violation of the provisions of this section occur 
before the primary election, or the same can not in due course 
be ascertained judicially for the purpose of avoiding placing the 
name of the candidate so offending on the official ballot used at 
said primary election, it shall not prevent the testing of said 
question after said j)rimary election so as to deprive the paid 
candidate, if found to have violated this section, of the right 
of appearing on the regular ticket at the general or special eU'c- 
tion at which he may be a candidate for election, or if so placed 
upon said ticket, that the commission shall not issue to him in 
the event of his election unless there be a constitution provision 



to the contrary, in any case in which it may bare heea judiciallj' 
determined that the candidate so elected violated in suhrtantial 
manner the provisions of this act. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the provisions of 
this law with reference to the appointment of deputies as here- 
inabove provided, shall not effect such deputies as may now have 
been appointed under existing laws, but the same snail apply to 
•every succeeding candidate* who may hereafter seek the nomina- 
tion or election to any office authorized to appoint deputies as 
hereinabove referred to, nor shall any officer now an incumbent 
of such office, be authorized to increase the number of deputies 
now appointed in said offices except in conformity with the pror 
Visions of this act, and the violation of these provisions in any 
inanner shall be construed as a corrupt practice, punishable 
under the p: ovisions of this act. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc., That hereafter any per- 
son who becomes a candidate for nomination of any political 
party at any primary election, shall at the time of announcing 
his candidacy, file with the committee authorized by law to re- 
ceive such declaration of candidacy the names of not less than one, 
or more than five, persons selected to receive, expend, audit and 
disburse all moneys contributed, donated, subscribed, or in any 
wise furnished or raised for the purpose of aiding or promoting 
nomination or election of such candidate, together with the writ- 
ten acceptance and consent of such persons to act as such com-, 
mittee ; provided, that any candidate may, if he sees fit to do so, 
declare himself as the person chosen for such purpose, or may, 
either in the first instance, or within five days- after he has re-, 
ceived any party nominatioji, designate the parish or State com- 
mittee of his party for such purpose, in which event the maxi-. 
mum number hereinbefore stated shall not apply. Such person 
or persons, or committee, may act conjointly for any number of 
candidates. They shall appoint one of their number to act as 
treasurer, who shall receive and disburse all moneys received by 
said committee. He shall keep detailed accounts of all receipts, 
payments and liabilities. Failure to make such declaration of. 
appointment or election by any candidate shall operate as a re-, 
fusal to accept such nomination. The said committee shall have 
the exclusive custody of all moneys contributed, donated, sub- 
scribed, or in any other wise furnished for on behalf of the can- 
didates or political party represented by said committee, and 
shall disburse the same on proper vouchers. If, for any cause, 
a vacancy shall occur in the membership of said committee prior 
to the fifteenth day before the day of holding a primary or gen- 
eral election, the vacancy must be filled by the authority making 



original appointment. No vacancy by resignation from said 
committee, or by refusal to act thereon, shall occur after the fif- 
teenth day before the day of holding said election, and until the 
said committee shall have completed- and discharged all the duties 
required by them by this act. If any vacancy be created by 
death or legal disability, subsequent to the fifteenth day before 
the day of holding an election, such vacancy shall not be filled, 
and the remaining members shall discharge and complete the 
duties required of said committee as if such vacancy had not 
been created. No candidate for nomination or election shall 
expend any money, directly or indirectly, in aid of his nomina- 
tion or election, except by contribution to the committee desig- 
nated by him as aforesaid. Any person who shall act as his own 
committee shall be governed by the provisions of this act relat- 
ing to committees designated by candidates. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted, etc., That within five days 
after any primary election, and within twenty days after any 
general election, the treasurer of said committee shall file, as 
hereinafter provided, an itemized statement, showing in detail 
all the jnoneys contributed, donated, subscribed, or in any wise 
furnished or received, to the use of the ijolitical party, organized 
assemblage or body, or any or all the candidates for public office 
or electors, or for nomination, coming under the control of such 
committee, or into their custody, directly or indirectly, together 
with the name of each contributor, donor, subscriber, or source 
from which such monies were derived, and an itemized statement 
of all money expended in sums over five dollars ; such statement 
shall give the names of the various persons to whom such moneys 
were paid, the specific nature of each item, by whom the service 
was performed, and the purpose for which it was expended. 
There shall be attached to such statement an affidavit, subscribed 
and sworn to, by the treasurer of said committee, setting forth in 
substance that the statement thus made is in all respects true, 
and tljat the same in a full and detailed statement of all moneys, 
securities, or equivalents for moneys, coming under the control 
or in the custody of said committee and by them expended, di- 
rectly or indirectly. Such statement shall be filed in the same 
office in which is filed the certificate of their selection as such 
committee, and shall become a public document and open to 
inspection by any citizen. 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, etc., That every candidate 
who is voted for at any primary or general election held within 
the State shall, within five days after any primary election, and 
within twenty days after any general election, file, as hereinafter 
provided, a statement under oath, showing all moneys paid, 
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loaned, contributed or otherwise furnished by him to said com- 
mittee in aid of his election or nomination. Such statement 
shall give the names of the various persons, if any, who paid, 
loaned, contributed, or otherwise furnished any moneys to said 
candidate in aid of his election or nomination. There shall be 
attached to such statement an affidavit, subscribed and sworn 
to by such candidate, which must be substantially in the follow- 
ing form: 

State of Louisiana, Parish of ss 

I (give name), having been a candidate for at 

the (primary or general) election held in the parish, city, and 

parish, city or other division. State of Louisiana, on the 

day of 19 , do solemnly swear that I 

have paid the sum of $ to (naming the commit- 
tee designated by him), for my expenses at the said election, 
and no more, and that, except as aforesaid, I have not, nor to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, has any person, committee, 
club, society, or association on my behalf, directly or indirect- 
ly, made any payment or given, promised or offered any re- 
ward, office, employment or valuable consideration, or incur- 
red any liability on account of or in respect of the conduct or 
management of the said election, except such moneys as may 
have been paid to or expended by the said committee designated 
by me. 

Section 9. Be it further enacted, etc., If any candidate seeks 
to avoid the responsibility of any payment made by any other 
person. in his behalf, of which he has knowledge, he shall set 
forth such payment and disclaim responsibility therefor. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted, etc.. That candidates for 
office or for nomination for office, to be filled by the voters of th^ 
§tate, or any political division thereof greater than a parish, 
shall file their statements in the office of the Secretary of State. 
Candidates for all other offices shall file their statements in the 
office of the clerk of the district court of the parish wherein the 
election is held, and within which the duties of the office for which 
the candidate is voted for are to be exercised. The statement 
and affidavit of a committee or candidate shall, after being filed, 
become a public record, and open at all times to public inspec- 
tion. 

Section 11. Be it further enacted, etc.. That a^y candidate 
who shall refuse or neglect to file, or who makes a false statement 
of moneys received or expended, as prescribed by section three 
lof this act, shall, in addition to the punishment for such offense 
prescribed by the laws of this State, forfeit any office to whitsh 
he may have been elected at the election with reference to which 
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the statement is required to be made. If a candidate elected 
to a public office or party position refuses or neglects to file 
the statement prescribed by section three of this act, no cer- 
tificate of election shall be issued to him; neither shall any 
official bond presented or offered by him be approved, and 
the encumbent of the office, unless he is himself a defaulting 
isandidate, must not surrender or deliver up said office, but shall 
continue to dischairge the duties and shall receive the emoluments 
thereof until his successor is legally chosen. If the candidate re- 
fusing or neglecting to file the statement, or making a false 
statement of moneys received or expended, is the incumbent of an 
office of profit or trust under the laws of this State, except in the 
event of a constitutional provision to the contrary, in addition 
to the punishment prescribed by the laws of this State for such 
refusal or neglect, or for making such false statement, he shall 
be deprived of his offioe, and shall also forfeit any office to which 
he may have been elected at the election in reference to which 
the statement is required to be made. 

Section 12. Be it further enacted, etc.. That every claim pay- 
able by the committee, selected under the provisions of section 
one of this act, on account of or in respect of any expense in- 
curred in the conduct and management of an election held within 
this State, or in behalf of the candidates of the political party, 
organized assemblage or body, which such committee represents, 
must be presented to the committee within four days after the 
primary election, and ten days after the general election, and if 
not so presented, the same shall not be paid, and no action shall 
be commenced or maintained thereon, and all expenses incurred 
as aforesaid shall be paid within fifteen days after the com- 
pletion of such offical canvass, and not otherwise. Any person 
who makes a payment in contravention of this act is guilty of 
a misdemeanor. 

Section 13. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Judge of the 
District Court in the parish wherein such statement is. filed, or 
is required to be filed, may, on the application of either the com- 
mittee or a creditor thereof, allow any claim to be presented and 
paid after the time limited by this act, and a statement of any 
Bum so paid, with a certificate of its allowance, shall forthwith, 
after payment, be filed by the committee in the same office as 
the original statement of . the committee. If the committee, 
upon such application, shall show to the satisfaction of said 
judge that any error or false recital in such statement or affidavit, 
or that the failure to make such statement or affidavit or to pre- 
4ient, within the designated time a claim otherwise just and 
proper, has been occasioned by the absence or illness of such 
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candidate, or by the absence, illness or death of one or more 
members of such committee, or by the misconduct of any per- 
son other than such applicant, or by injadvertance or excusable 
neglect, or of any reasonable cause of a like nature, and not by 
reason of want of good faith on the part of the applicant, the 
judge may, after such notice of the application as the judge 
shall require, and on the production of such evidence of the facts 
stated in the application as shall be satisfactory to such judge^ 
by order, allow such statement and affidavit to be filed or such 
error or false recital therein to be corrected, or such claim to be 
paid, as the judge seems just; and such order shall relieve the 
applicant from any liability or consequences under this act in 
respect of the matters excused by the order. If the application 
is made by a creditor, the judge may, under like conditions and. 
upon a like showing, order the claim to be paid, and the creditor 
shall also be entitled to his costs. The claims of one or more 
creditors may be united in such application, but the amount and 
specific nature of each claim must be fully stated. 

Section 14. Be it further enacted, etc., That every bill, pla- 
card, poster, pamphlet, advertisement or other printed matter 
having reference to an election, or to any candidate, shall bear 
upon the face thereof the name and address of the person or 
committee causing the same to be published, and no payment 
therefor shall be made or allowed unless such address is so print- 
ed. 

Section 15. Be it further enacted, etc., That no money shall 
hereafter be paid or any expense authorized or incurred by or 
on behalf of any candidate for nomination at any primary, or 
for election to any party position, for election to any office at any 
general election, or any political party or organization, for any 
purpose prohibited by the provisions of this act. 

Section 16. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no sums of 
money shiall be paid, and no expenses authorized or incurred by 
or on behalf of any candidate to be paid by him, in his campaign 
for nomination to any public office or position in this State in 
excess of the following schedule; for the office of United States 
Senator in Congress or Governor of the State $6000.00 ; for any 
other elective State office in which the oandidate is elected by 
the voters of the entire State $2000.00; for Representative in 
Congress, Justice of the Supreme Court, and Railroad Commis- 
sion $2000.00; for member of the State Board of Equalization 
and Judge of Circuit Court of Appeal $750.00; for District 
Judge, Sheriff, Clerk of the District Court and Assessor $750.00 ; 
for Senator or Representative in the General Assembly, and for 
candidates for any other office, not heretofore enumerated 
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$250.00; provided, however, that any candidate for nomination 
not heretofore specially named, may expend in his campaign 
for nomination a sum not exceeding 20 per centum of 'one year's 
salary of the oflSce for which he is a candidate for nomination, 
provided, that nothing herein contained shall authorize personal 
expenditure by any candidate, but the sums herein mentioned 
may be contributed to the designated committee, and expended 
by them in the manner herein provided. 

Section 17. Be it further enacted, etc., That for the purposes 
of this act, the expenses or contributions of any ascendant, or 
descendant, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece of any 
candidate, or of any fellow oflScial of a corporation, shall be con- 
sidered as the expenses or contributions of the candidate. 

Section 18. Be it further enacted, etc., That no money shall 
be spent, and no expense authorized or incurred on behalf of any 
candidate for nomination to any oflSce, or on behalf of any can- 
didate for any oflSce or party position, or on behalf of any politi- 
cal party or organization, for the following purpose : 

The hiring of any watchers, agents or challengers for any work 
on election day, provided this provision shall in no way conflict 
with the primary election law relative to watchers. 

Section 19. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no payment of 
money shall be made and no expense shall be incurred by any 
person in aid of or for or on behalf of any candidate, or on ac- 
count of or in respect of the conduct or management of an elec- 
tion held within this State, except by the committee selected 
under the provisions of section one of this act. All expenses shall 
be made paid only from the fund in the custody of the said com- 
mittee so selected as required by this act. Any contract for the 
payment of money, or any expense incurred, contrary to the pro- 
visions of this section, shall be absolutely void. 

Section 20. Be it further enacted, etc.. No person or candidate 
for nomination or for election to a public oflSce or party posi- 
tion shall pay, lend, or contribute, or oflfer, or agree to pay, lend 
or contribute, any money or other valuable consideraition to or 
for any person, either for. 

(1) The doing or procuring to be done of any act forbidden 
to be done by the laws of this State relating to primary or gen- 
eral elections; or, 

(2) The commission of any crime or oflfense against the elec- 
tive franchise, or the encouragement or assistance of a person in 
the commission of a crime or oflfense against the elective franchise, 
or aiding or assisting any person charged with the commission 
of a crime against the elective franchise or to evade arrest or to 
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esoape conviction and punishment for snch crime, or offense ; or, 

(3) Providing wholly or in part for the expense of boarding, 
lodging OP maintaining a person at any place or domicile in any 
election precinct or ward or district, with the purpose of secur- 
ing the vote of such person for himself, or any other person, 
at an election held within the State ; or. - 

(4) The hiring or employment of a person to take or main* 
tain a place in, or othepwisie obstruct or hinder, or to prevent 
the forming of the line of voters awaiting their opportunity or 
time to enter the polling place or election booth of an election 
precinct; Or, 

(5) In consideration of any person withdrawing as a can-' 
didate for public office or Presidential elector, at any election 
held within this State ; or, 

(6) For any purpose in contravention of the provisions of 
this act; or, 

\ (7) Making any payment after the time limited by this act, 
Tinless the same is authorized as provided by this act ; or unless 
it be in satisfaction of a judgment obtained against him, whether 
before, during or after an election, in respect of or on account 
of such election, or who refuses or neglects to file the statement 
prescribed by section three of this act, or who makes or files a 
false statement thereof, or is guilty of any crime against the 
elective franchise, or of any offense which is punishiable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under the provisions of this act. 

Section 21. Be it further enacted, etc., That no person shall 
make any payment of his own money, or of the money of any 
other person, in connection with any nomination or election in 
any other name than that of the person who really supplies such 
money, nor shall any person knowingly receive such money, or 
thing of value, and enter it upon his accounts in any other name 
than the name of the person who really supplies the same; pro- 
vided, that the money received from the treasurer of any politi- 
cal organization may be so entered. 

Section 22. Be it further enacted,. etc., That no holder of any 
public office or position not filled by election by the voters shall 
contribute to the nomination or the election of any person to pub- 
lic office or party position; provided, that this prohibition shall 
not apply to any person holding an appointive office or position 
the terms of whi(».h is fixed by law. No person shall invite, de- 
mand or accept payment or contribution from such persons for 
campaign purposes. 

Section 23. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no person shall 
demand, solicit, ask or invite any payment or contribution for 
any religious,' charitable or other cause ol* organization supposed 
to be primarily for the public good, from any candidate for nom- 
ination or election. 
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. Section 24. Be it further enacted, etc., That no person shall 
clemand, solicit, ask or invite any candidate for nomination or 
for public office or party position to subscribe for the support 
of any club organization, or to buy tickets to any entertainment 
or ball, or to pay for space in any book, program, periodical paper 
or publication. This shall not apply to the solicitation of any 
business advertising in periodicals in which the candidate was 
a regular advertiser prior to his candidacy, nor to ordinary busi- 
ness advertising nor to the regular payments to any organiza- 
tion, religious, charitable, or otherwise, of which he was a mem- 
ber, or to which he was a contributor, for more than six months 
before his candidacy, nor to any ordinary contributions at church 
■services. 

Section 25. Be it further enacted, etc., That no corporation 
or person, trustee, or trustees, owning or holding the majority 
of stock of a corporation, carrying on the business of a bank, 
savings bank, co-operative bank, trust, trustee, savings indem- 
city, safe deposit, insurance, rail, street railway, telephone, tele- 
rgraph, gas, electric light, heat, power, canal, drainage or aque- 
duct company, or any company having the right to condemn 
land, or to exercise franchises in p\iblic ways granted by the 
State, parish, city or town, shall pay or contribute any money 
cr value in order to aid or promote the nomination or election 
of any person, or in order to aid or promote the interests, sue-' 
-cess or defeat of any political party. 

Section 26. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no person or 

organization shall pay any person for loss or damage due to 

attendance at the polls at any primary or general election, or 

-any registry therefor, or for the purpose of such registration. 

Section 27. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be un- 
lawful for any person, directly or indirectly, by himself or 
through any other person — 

(1) To pay, lend, or contribute, or offer or promise to pay, 
lend, or contribute, any money or other valuable consideration 

:'to or for any voter, or to or for any other person, to induce 

rsuch voter to vote or refrain from voting at any election, or to 
induce any voter to vote or refrain from voting at such elec- 
tion for any particular person or persons, or to induce such 
voter to come to the polls or remain away from the polls at 

•such election, or on account of such voter having voted or re- 
frained from voting or having voted or refrained from voting 

^or any particular person, or having come to the polls or re- 

nnained away from the polls at such election. 

„ (2) To give, offer, or promise any office, place of employ- 
inent, or to promise to proci:ire, or endeavor to procure any of- 
;fice, place or employment to or for any voter, or to or for any 
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other person, in order to induce such voter to vote or refrain 
from voting at any election, or to use any force to vote or refrain 
from voting at such election for any particular person or per- 
sons. 

(3) To make any gift, loan, promise, offer, procurement or 
agreement, as aforesaid, to, for or with any person, in order 
to induce such person to procure, or endeavor to procure, the- 
election of any person, or the vote of any voter at any election. 

(4) To procure, or engage, promise or endeavor to procurue,. 
in consequence of any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement 
or agreement, the election of any person or the vote of any 
voter at such election. 

(5) To advance or pay, or cause to be paid, any money or^ 
other valuables thing, to or for the use of any other person, 
with the intent that the same, or any part thereof, shall be- 
used in bribery at an election; or to knowingly pay, or cause 
to be paid, any money or other valuable thing to any person in- 
discharge or repayment of any money, whoUy or in part, ex- 
pended in bribery at any election. 

ff5) To advance or pay. or cause to be paid, any money or 
other valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, with 
the intent that the same, or any part thereof, shall be used for 
boarding, lodging or maintaining a person at any place or dom- 
icile in any election precinct, or ward, or district, with intent 
to secure the vote of such person, or to induce such person to 
vote for any partiular person or persons at any election. 

(7) To advance or pay, or cause to be paid, any money or 
other valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, with 
the intent that the same, or any part thereof, shall be used to 
aid or assist any person to evade arrest, who is charged witb 
the commission of a crime against the elective franchise, for 
which, if the person were convicted, the punishment would be 
imprisonment in the State Prison. 

(8) To advance or pay, or cause to be paid, any money or 
other valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, in 
consideration of being selected or endorsed as the candidate of 
any convention, organized assemblage of delegates, or other 
body, representing, or claiming to represejit, a political par^ 
or principle, or any club, society or association, for a public 
office, or in consideration of the selection or endorsement of 
any other person as a candidate for a public office, or in c6n- 
s^deration of any member of a convention, club, society or as- 
sociaton, having voted to select or endorse any person as a can- 
didate for a public office. 

(9) To advance or pay, or cause to be paid, any money or 
other valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, in 
consideration of a person withdrawing as a candidate* for a 
public office. 
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(10) To give away or distribute intoxicating liquors in un- 
broken packages to persons with the intent of intiuencing their 
votes in an election. 

Section 28. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be un- 
lawful for any person, directly or indirectly, by himself or 
through any other person: 

(1) To receive, agree or contract for, before or during an 
election, any money, gift, loan or other valuable consideration, 
office, place or employment for himself or any other person, 
for voting or agreeing to vote, or for coming or agreeing to 
eome to the polls, or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from 
voting or for voting or agreeing to vote, or for refraining, or 
agreeing to refrain from voting for any particular person or 
persons at any election. 

(2) To receive any money or other valuable thing during or 
after an election, on account of himself, or any other person 
having voted or refrained from voting for any particular person * 
or persons at such election, or on account of himself, or any 
other person, having come to the polls or remained away from 
the polls to vote or refrain from voting, or to vote or refrain 
from voting for any particular person or persons, or to come 
to or remain away from the polls at such election. 

(3) To receive any money or other valuable thing, before, 
during or after election, on account of himself or any other 
I>erson, having voted to secure the election or endorsement of 
^ny ether person as the nominee or candidate of any conven- 
tion, organized assemblage of delegates, or other body, repre- 
stiiting or claiming to represent a political party or principle, 
or any club, society or association, or on account of himself or 
iiny other person having aided in securing the election or en-. 
dorsement of any other person as a nominee or candidate as 
aforesaid. 

Section 29. Be it further enacted, etc.. That every person 
charged with the performance of any duty under the pro- 
visions of any law of this State relating to elections, who wil- 
fully neglects or refuses to perform it, or who, in his official 
capacity, knowingly and fraudulently acts in contravention 
or violation of any of the provisions of such laws, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Section 30. Be it further enacted, etc.. That a person offend- 
ing against any provision of this act is a competent witness 
y gainst another person so offending, and may be compelled to 
attend and testify upon any trial, hearing, proceeding or lawful 
investigation or judicial proceeding, in the same manner as any 
other person. But the testimony so given shall not be used 
:n any prosecution or proceeding, civil, or criminal, against the 
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person so testifying. A person so testifying shall not thereafter 
be liable to indictment or presentment by information, nor to 
prosecution or punishment for the oflfense with reference to 
which his testimony was given, and may plead or prove the 
giving of testimony accordingly in bar of such indictment, in- 
formation or proceeding. 

Section 31. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be un- 
lawful for any candidate for public office, before or during an 
election to make any bet or wager with a voter, or take a sliare 
or interest in, or in any manner become a party to such bet or 
laager, or provide or agree to provide any money to be used 
by another in making such bet or wager upon any event or con» 
lingency whatever. Nor shall it be lawful for any person, di* 
rectly or indirectly, to make a bet or wager with a voter, de* 
pending upon the result if any election, with the intent thereby 
to procure the challenge of such voter, or to prevent him from 
sroting at such election. 

Section 32. Be it further enacted, etc.. That every candidate 
who refuses or neglects to file a statement, as prescribed in 
section three of this act, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Section 33. Be it further enacted, etc., That every treasurer 
of a committee selected under the provisions of section one of 
this act, who refuses or neglects to file a statement, as prescribed 
by section two of this act, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Section 34. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be un- 
lawful for any person, directly or indirectly, by himself or any 
other person in his behalf, to make use of, or threaten to maki* 
use of, any force, violence or restraint, or to inflict or threaten 
the infliction, by himself, or through any other person of any 
injury, damage, harm or loss, or in any manner to practice 
intimidation upon or against any person, in order to induce 
or compel such person to vote or refrain from voting at any 
election, or to vote or refrain from voting for any particular 
person or persons at any election, or on account of such person 
having voted or refrained from voting at any election. And it 
shall be unlawful for any person, by abduction, duress, or any 
forcible or fraudulent device or contrivance whatever, to impede, 
prevent or otherwise interfere with the free exercise of the elec- 
tive franchise by any voter ; pr to compel, induce or prevail upon 
any voter either to give or refrain from giving his vote for any 
f-artieular person or persons at any election. This section shall 
oppb' to corporations as well as individuals, and any person 
or corporation violating the provisions of this section is guilty 
(f a misdemeanor, and any corporation violating this section 
shall forfeit its charter. 

Section 35. Be it further enacted^ etc., That every commis- 
fiioner. judge, watcher or clerk of an election, who, previous 
to putting the ballot of an elector in the ballot box, attempts to 



17 

find out any name on such ballot, or who opens or suffers the 
folded ballot of any elector . which has been handed in to be 
opened or examined previous to putting the same in the ballot 
box, or who makes- or places any mark or device on any folded 
ballot with the view to ascertain the name of any person for 
whom the; elector has voted, or who, without the consent of the 
elector, discloses the name of any person which such commis- 
sioner, judge, watcher or clerk has fraudulently or illegally dis* 
covered to have been voted for by such elector, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Section 3,6. Be it further enacted, etc., That if the district 
attorney of a parish shall be notified by any officer or other 
person of any violation of any of the provisions of this act, it 
shall be his duty forthwith to diligently inquire into the facts 
of such volation, and if there is reasonable ground for institut- 
ing a prosecution, it shall be the duty of such district attorney 
TO present the said charge, with all the evidence which he can 
procure, to the grand jury of such parish. If any district attorney 
shall fail or refuse to faithfully perform any duty imposed 
upon him by this act, he shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction thereof shall forfeit his office. It 
shall be the duty of the district attorney under the penalty of 
forfeiture of his office, to prosecute any and all persons guilty 
of any violation of the provisions of this act, the penalty of 
which is fine or imprisonment, or both, or removal from office. 
Any citizen may employ an attorney to assist the district attorney 
io perform his duties under this act, and such attorney shall 
be recognized by the district attorney and the court as asso* 
tiate counsel in the proceeding; and no prosecution, action or 
proceeding shall be dismissed without notice to, or against the 
objection of, such associate counsel until the reasons of the dis- 
trict attorney for such dismissal, together with the objections 
thereto of said associate counsel, shall have been filed in writ- 
ing argued by counsel, and fully considered by the court, with 
such limitations as to the time of filing such reasons and objec- 
tions as the court may impo&te. 

Section 37. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any' person or 
candidate who shall violate any provision of this act shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor; and any such candidate shall, in addi- 
tion to the punishment prescribed by law, forfeit any office 
to which he may have been elected at the election in reference to 
which such crime or offense was committed; and if the candidate 
so offending is the incumbent of an office of profit or trust under 
the laws of this State, he shall thereby forfeit his oflSce. Any 
candidate who procures aids, assists, counsels^ or advises the 
payment of any money or other valuable thing by or in behalf 
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of a committee selected under the provisions of section oue of 
this act, and such payment is made for any purpose which if 
the money was expended by the candidate, would work a for- 
feiture of the office to which he has been elected, such payment 
shall be deemed to have been made by such candidate, and he 
shall forfeit any office to which he may have been elecjted at the 
election in reference to which such payment was made by or on 
behalf of such committee. 

Section 38. Be it further enacted, etc., Any twenty-five voters 
of the State, or of any political division thereof, may contest 
the right of any person to nomination, position or office, for 
which said voters had the right to vote, on the ground of delib- 
erate, serious and material violation of the provisions of this 
act or of any other provisions of law relating to nominations and 
elections. Any defeated candidate for said nomination, posi- 
tion or office may make said contest. Said procedure shall be 
commenced by petition filed in the district court of the parish 
in which the candidate whose election is contested resides, and 
the contest shall be a preference case and passd upon speedily. 
In case of contests over nominations, the court shall pronounce 
whether the incumbent or contestant was duly nominated, and 
the person so declared nominated shall have his name printed 
on the official ballot. 

Section 39. Be it further enacted, etc., That when upon the 
trial of any, action or proceeding under this act it shall appear 
from the evidence that the offense complained of was not com- 
mitted by the candidate, or with his knowledge or consent, or 
was committed without his sanction or connivance, and that all 
reasonable means were taken by or on behalf of the candidate, or 
that the offenses complained of were trivial, unimportant or lim- 
ited in character, and that in all ^pspects his candidacy and elec- 
tion were free from all offensive or illegal acts, or that any act or 
omission of any candidate complained of arose from accidental 
miscalculation or from some other reasonable cause of like na- 
ture, and in any case did not arise from any want of good faith, 
and under the circumstances it seems to the court to be unjust 
that the candidate shall forfeit his nomination, position or office, 
then the nomination or election of such candidate shall not by 
reason of such offense complained of to be void, nor shall the 
candidate be removed from nor deprived of his nomination, posi- 
tion or office. 

Section 40. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any action under 
this act contesting any nomination or election must be com- 
menced within ten days after the day of the primary, or thirty 
days after a general election, unless the ground of action is 
discovered from the statements filed under this act, in which 
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'^vent the action must be commenced within ten and thirty days 
after such discovery, respectively. Any action to annul any 
nomination or election of a person for office mentioned in this 
act, must be filed in the district court of the parish in which 
the person resides, whose right to the nomination, position or 
•office is contested. 

Section 41. Be it further enacted, etc., That any corporation 
organized under the laws of this State, or doing business therein, 
may be brought into the district court on the ground of the de- 
liberate, serious and material violation of this act by proceed- 
ings begun and continued in substantially the same form as is 
required in the case of contesting the nomination or election of 
any candidate for public office under this act. The petition 
-shall be filed in the district court of the parish in which the 
corporation has its principal oflSce, or in which the violation of 
this act is averred to have occurred. Jf judgment shall be ren- 
'dered in such proceedings against the corporation, and it shall 
be found to have violated the said act, judgment shall be award- 
ed against the said corporation in the amount of not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars, or the said court may forfeit the charter 
of said company, if it is a company organized under the laws 
-of this State. 

• 

Section 42. Be it further enacted, etc.. That a candidate 

•elected to an oflSce, and whose election thereto has been an- 
nulled and set aside for any offense mentioned in this act, shall 
not, during the period fixed by law as the term of such office, 
be appointed to fill any vacancy which may occur in such office. 
A candidate or other person who is removed from or deprived 
of his office for any offense mentioned in this act, shall not, dur- 
ing the period remaining as the unexpired term of such office, 
or during the period fixed by law as the next ensuing term of 
such office, be appointed to fill any vacancy which may occur 
in such office. Any appointment to an office made in violation 

-of or contrary to the provisions of this section shall be void. 

Section 43. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in event that any 
provision or paragraph or part of this act shall be questioned 
in any court aad shall be held to be invalid, the remainder of 
the act shall not be invalidated, but shall remain in full force and 

• effect. 

Section 44. Be it further enacted, etc., That all acts or parts 
of acts inconsistent or in conflict with this act be and the same 
are hereby repealed, provided, the provisions of this act on the 
same subject matter as the primary election law are not to be 
construed as a repeal, but as supplementary and additional 

•thereto. Provided however that this act shall not go into effect 

I until January 1st 1913. 
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Registration and Election Laws, 



SESSION OF 1908. 



ACT No. 96. 

House Bill No. 129. By Mr. Thompson. 

AN ACT 

Declaring who can sign nomination papers, prescribing the 
duties of the various Registrars of Voters in relation to 
same, and regulating the time when nomination papers shall 
be filed w4th the Secretary of State. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State Registrar of voters 
of Louisiana, That the Registrar of Voters for each and every ^^^^T^^f ^ndepend- 
parish in this State, be and he is hereby prohibited from certify- ent voters on inde- 

. . .^ ' . ' .' j_'n . rt pendent nomination 

mg to the signatures on any nomination papers or certiiicates oi papers. 
any voter who has registered his party affiliation as provided for 
by the laws of this State and any signature of any voter who has 
registered as affiliating with any political party shall not be com- 
puted and counted in making up the number requisite under 
the laws of this State for a candidate to be placed on the official 
ballot under nominating papers or certificates. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That any person desir- independent nomi- 
ine to become a candidate for any office by means of nominating nation papers must 

-J J p J xi 1 1 X' 1 I! xi_' be filed on or before 

papers, as provided tor under the general election laws oi this date of primary. 

State shall file with the Secretary of State the said nominating 

papers as required by law, and in conformity with the provisions 

of law, on or before the date on which the first primary election 

is held to nominate candidates, for the ensuing election, by any 

political party in this State. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted etc.. That all laws or parts of 
laws in conflict with any of the provisions of this Act, be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

H. G. DUPRE, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
P. M. LAMBREMONT, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved : July 1st, 1908. 

J. Y. SANDERS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 
Secretary of State. 
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ACT No. 98. 


House Bill No. 128. 






AN ACT 



Chief clerk. 



By Mr. Thompson. 



Relative to a new registration of voters throughout the State ; to 
regulate the manner and mode of registering voters ; to pro- 
vide for the appointment of special canvassers and to pro- 
vide penalties for the violations of the provisions of this 
Act; to provide for the appointment or selections of regis- 
trars of voters throughout the State; defining their duties 
and powers and fixing their compensation. 

Governor to ap- Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
Voters ^^PariSr of^^ Louisiana, That the Governor, by and with the advice and 
Orleans ; his salary, consent of the Senate, shall appoint a Registrar of Voters for the 

Parish of Orleans ; that the said Registrar of Voters so appointed 
and confirmed shall hold his oflSce for the term of four years 
beginning on the first day of January, 1909, and shall be re- 
movable by the Governor for cause. That the said Registrar of 
Voters for the Parish of Orleans shall receive a salary of thirty- 
six hundred ($3,600) dollars per annum, payable monthly on his 
own warrant out of any funds in the general fund of the State 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The said Registrar of Voters for the Parish of Orleans shall 
be empowered to appoint one chief clerk at a salary not to exceed 
fifteen hundred dollars per annum, and one assistant clerk at 
a salary not to exceed twelve hundred ($1,200.00) dollars per 
annum payable monthly on the warrant of said Registrar, out 
of any money in the general fund in the State Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated and said clerks shall discharge such 
duties as may be assigned to them by the Registrar of Voters, 
and in the absence, sickness or disability of the Registrar, the 
chief clerk shall act for him. The Registrar of Voters and his 
his clerks appointed under the provisions of this Act shall be bona 
fide voters of the parish and shall not be eligible to any elective 
ofiSce, State, parochial or municipal, during their term of office 
and for three months after the expiration thereof, or after their 
resignation, if they should resign. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Registrar of 
janurry^^?*909f*and Voters in the Parish of Orleans shall make a new and complete 
years registration of the qualified voters of said parish every four 
years, commencing on the second day of January, 1909. He shall 
keep his oflBce open all the year from nine o 'clock in the forenoon 
until four o'clock in the afternoon, Sundays and legal holidays 
excepted, and during the sixty days preceding the time for 
closing the registration before an election, the Registrar of 
Voters and his clerks shall keep their office open from eight 



Qualification 
Reg^istrar and 
clerks. 



of 



every four 
thereafter. 



o'clock a. m. until two o'clock p. m., and from four o'clock p. m. 
until seven o'clock p. m. or later. He shall for at least thirty- 
days before the close of registration before any election, open 
sub-oflSces in each ward of the parish for the purpose of register- 
ing the voters of such ward ; said sub-oflSces to be kept open from 
eight o'clock a. ra. to two o'clock p. m. and from 4 o'clock p. m. 
to seven o'clock p. m. daily, Sundays excepted. Said sub-oflSces 
shall be centrally located and the Oity of New Orleans shall pay 
for the rental of same. The Registrar of Voters shall employ such 
numbers of clerks before each election as may be necessary, and compensation of 
said clerks shall be entitled to compensation at not more than ^^^''*^®* 
three ($3.00) dollars per day for the time actually employed, on 
presenting their accounts, sworn to by themselves and approved 
by the Registrar of Voters to the State Auditor ; and the war- 
rants drawn by the Auditor for their compensation as aforesaid, 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the State Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated; provided the amount so expended shall not 
exceed ten thousand ($10,000.00) dollars in any one year, and » 

he shall close his oflSce thirty days prior to any election. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the books of regis- 
tration in the Parish of Orleans shall consist of and be known by books^ Ite^to be 
the following names : One precinct register consecutively num- ™^<^®- 
bered to correspond with the precinct stub-book for each pre- 
cinct, one certificate stub-book for each precinct, one duplicate 
certificate stub-book for each precinct and one permanent regis- 
ter containing the names of persons registered under Section 5 
of Art. 197 of the Constitution of 1898. ' 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the precinct regis- party affiliation 
ter shall show and contain the date of registration, number of j^^st be shown^at 
certificate of registration, name of voter, residence, age, color, 
occupation, where born, name of householder, time of residence 
in the State, parish, ward and precinct, oath of registration, 
party affiliation and remarks. The applicant for registration 
shall sign the oath of registration as herein provided. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the precinct certifi- 
cate stub-book in the Parish of Orleans shall contain certificates is^t^atTo^nr^how 
of registration, which shall be numbered, the name of the appli- made. 
cant for registration shall be written on the stub thereof by the 
clerk or Registrar of Voters; the certificate of registration shall 
have printed thereon the number of the certificate to correspond 
w^ith the stub. The number of the ward and precinct shall also 
be printed on the certificate of registration, which the applicant 
ivill sign, and if unable to sign will affix his mark and the clerk 
or Registrar of Voters issuing said certificate shall affix his sig- 
xiature to the same. , 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc., That duplicate certifi- T^ i. * 

Tiiir>l ingiTA X* ft ST is— 

cates of registration shall be issued to persons whose original tration certificates 



may be had by certificates have been lost or destroyed, provided the name of the 

person applying for such duplicate precinct certificate is found 
on the register, and same has not been cancelled for any cause, 
after he shall have subscribed to the following oath: '*I do 
solemnly swear or aifirm that I have been duly registered and 
my original certificate of registration has been lost or destroyed, 
so help me God/' 

Said oath shall be printed on the back of said duplicate certifi- 
cate of registration. The duplicate shall bear the same number 
as the original, and in other respects shall be the same, except 
that they shall be printed on paper of different color; the word 
''Duplicate'' shall be printed thereon; the clerk or Registrar 
of Voters issuing same shall mark the letter ' ' D " in red ink to the 
left of the original number on the precinct register. He shall 
also mark the letter ''D" on the original stub in red ink. 

List of criminals, Section 7. Be it further enacted, etc.. That it shall be the duty 
dfa^thl uT^be^ fuT^- of the criminal sheriff of the Parish of Orleans to furnish the 
nished Registrar of Registrar of Votcrs on or before the fifth day of each month a list 

Voters 

under oath, of the name, age and residence of all male persons 
who have been committed to prison during the preceding month. 
It shall be the duty of the keeper of the insane asylum to do the 
same in regard to all persons committed to said asylum. It shall 
be the duty of the Board of Health to delivei* on or before the 
fifth day of each month, to the Registrar of Voters, the list of the 
names, age and residence of all males over twenty -one years of 
age who have died in the Parish of Orleans during the period of 
the preceding month; and in the event of any such criminal 
sheriff, president of the Board of Health or keepers of any in- 
sane asylum failing or neglecting to perform the duties required 
under this Section, he or they shall be liable to a fine of twenty- 
five dollars for each omission or failure to comply with the pro- 
visions of this Section, to be recovered before any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, said fine shall accrue to the Charity Hospital 
in said parish; and it shall be the duty of said Registrar of 
Voters to prosecute such officers as aforesaid so offending. The 
Registrar of Voters shall cancel and erase from the books the 
names of all such persons so reported as may have been regis- 
tered, and said Registrar shall also keep a book or books for ref- 
erence of all the reports so made to him under the provisions of 
this Section, and all erasures by him made and based upon the 
aforesaid reports, and for any violation of this Section by the 
Registrar of Voters he shall upon conviction, be fined one 
thousand dollars for the benefit, of the Charity Hospital. 

^ , ^ ^ . . Section 8. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the 

Dutv of Tiefiristrar 

to erase names of duty of the Registrar of Voters for the Parish of Orleans during 
iTp^^n^^affldavu^ ofthe registration or at any other time, upon the affidavit of any 
canvassers. two bona fide citizcus who have been appointed by any political 



party or nominating body, or other political organization, and 
who have been duly sworn to perform their duty as canvassers, 
and who make affidavit before him (the Registrar) that certain 
names are fraudulently and illegally registered or have lost their 
right to vote in said precinct by reason of removal and should be 
erased, to cause within two days thereafter said names to be pub- 
lished for three consecutive days and erased in the same manner 
as designated in Section nine of this act ; and in case of the failure 
of the Registrar to publish the same, the person making such 
affidavit may by motion returnable on the third day after serv- 
ice, excluding Sundays and legal holidays, appeal to the Civil 
District Court without cost and cause the said Registrar of 
Voters to show cause why said names should not be published as 
herein provided for and the same shall be tried in a summary 
way. After such names shall have been published and erased as 
herein provided, the persons whose names have been so erased 
shall not be permitted to vote except upon a new certificate of 
registration properly issued. 

Section 9. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whenever the 
Registrar of Voters has reason to believe that any name or names uient voters to be 
upon the books of registration are illegally or fraudulently P^^^^shed. 
placed thereon he shall publish such names in the official journal 
of, and at the expense of the parish and the Registrar of Voters 
shall cancel such names unless the parties whose names have 
been published prove their identity or right to be registered 
by the affidavit of tv:'o bona fide citizens within five days after 
the publication, he will cause such name or names to be erased 
from the books of registration, noting the reasons therefor in 
the column of remarks in the precinct register; provided that 
any person who has attempted to prove his identity or right to 
be registered, and has been erased shall have power to appeal to 
any court in said parish without cost, enjoining the Registrar 
to reinstate his name, and from the decision of the court either 
party shall have the right to appeal to the Supreme Court 
without bond or costs and said appeal shall be tried in a sum- 
mary manner and by preference. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any voter mov- where voter 
ing from one election precinct in a parish to another election ^ncf to^anothe/hfs 
precinct in the same parish, shall by making affidavit before the certificate may be 
Registrar of Voters of such removal and residence in such new ^ ^^^^ 
precinct for a period of at least six months, have the entry on 
the books of registration changed so as to correspond with his 
new residence and in the Parish of Orleans a new certificate 
of registration shall be issued to him accordingly. 

Section 11. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Registrar of , . . 

^_- IVIaTiner oi erasinsr 

Voters for the Parish of Orleans shall cancel and erase from the names of voters who 



have mqved frombooks of registration in the following cases: When they know 
Sed. ^^ ^ ^ *^®o£ the death or removal of the person registered: when the in- 
sanity of a person registered is legally established: upon the 
production of a certified copy of a judgment of a felony, in 
full force against the party registered, or upon reliable informa- 
tion of such conviction, upon the production of a certified copy 
of a judgment directing the cancellation to be made: upon the 
certificate of canvassers appointed by law and upon lawful 
grounds but not otherwise. 

Compulsory pro- Section 12. Be it further enacted, etc.. That should the Reg- 
trar to^oroe hirn^to i^trar of Votcrs rcfusc to register any qualified elector, as here- 
register voters. {j^ provided for, such elector may proceed by action in any 

court of competent jurisdiction to compel such certificate to 

be issued, or registration to be made. 

Such cause shall be tried in a summary manner and without 
cost, with right to appeal to the Supreme Court without bond 
and said appeal shall be tried in a summary manner and by 
preference. 

Compulsory pro- Section 13. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person may 
cess to compel Reg- procccd by action in any court to compel the Registrar of 
names' of iiiegafvo- Voters to canccl any entry made illegally upon any book of reg- 
^^^' istration, or that ought to be cancelled by reason of the facts 

that have occurred subsequently to the time of such entry. 
But if the party whose name is sought to be cancelled be not 
made a party to the action, the court shall order him to be made 
a party defendant and the Registrar of Voters shall be notified 
to show cause why such erasure should not be made; said caus6 
to be tried without delay or costs. 

That costs may be recovered against the Registrar of Voters 
when it is established on the trial that he knowingly and will- 
fully violated a plain duty, but not otherwise. 

Office and maps Section 14. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the City Council 

city^^coSi^^^ ^^^^ *^^ ^^*y ^^ ^^^ Orleans shall provide an oflSce, and such 

furniture as may be necessary to enable the Registrar of Voters 
for the Parish of Orleans and the City Engineer of the City of 
New Orleans shall be required to make out such precinct maps 
of said city as may be necessary under existing laws. 

Canvass of voters Scctiou 15. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Registrar 
to^be made by po-Qf Voters for the Parish of Orleans shall, whenever he deems it 

necessary, issue instructions to the police of the City of New 
Orleans to canvass the votes registered or to take a census of 
such as are entitled to registration; and any police officer or 
other person designated to make the census of registration who 
shall make a false return with a view of committing fraud, 
shall be deemed guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars or imprisoned 
for not less than one year. 



Registrars of Voters outside the City of New Orleans — 

Section 16. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Governor, Board to appoint 
Secretary of State and Attorney General, acting as a board, ^^^ted'^®' ^^^^^"® 
shall appoint a Registrar of Voters for each and every Parish in 
the State, the Parish of Orleans excepted. 

Section 17. Be it further enacted, etc.. That said Registrars rj.^^^ ^^ ^^^^q of 
of Voters shall be appointed for a term of four years, to begin Registrars ; not eii- 
with their appointment as soon as practicable after the promul- fve office. ^'^^ 
gation of this Act, and shall be removable by said board for 
cause, and they shall not be eligible to any elective oflSce, State, 
parochial or municipal, nor shall they be permitted to become a 
candidate in any primary election held by any political party 
during their term of oflBce and for three months after the ex- 
piration thereof or after their resignation if they should resign. 

Section 18. Be it further enacted, etc.. That each Registrar of salary of Regis- 
Voters throughout the State, the Parish of Orleans excepted ^^\l'^ ^^30000 ^er 
shall receive from the State, as full compensation for his serv annuni. 
ices to the State, the sum of three hundred dollars per annum 
payable monthly upon his own warrant out of the State Treas- 
ury. 

Section 19. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in addition to Additional com- 
the aforesaid compensation from the State, each Registrar of g|J\^ tota? ga?Sy*not 
Voters throughout the State the Parish of Orleans excepted to exceed $1,000.00 
shall receive from the Police Jury of the Parish wherein he is 
appointed, the further sum of twenty-five dollars for each thou- 
sand or fraction of a thousand of the inhabitants of the Parish 
wherein he is appointed, the number of inhabitants of such 
parish to be determined by the preceding United States census 
reports, provided that in all the parishes throughout the State 
the Parish of Orleans excepted, the salary of no Registrar shall 
exceed the sum of one thousand dollars per annum. 

Section 20. Be it further enacted, etc., That when any of said no traveling ex- 
Registrars shall be absent from the parish seat engaged in the p^^^^^ allowed. 
actual registration of voters, he shall receive no additional sum 
for traveling expenses. 

Section 21. Be it further enacted, etc., That it is hereby made ^ ^^ police 
the duty of the several Police Juries throughout the parishes of jury to appropriate 
this State, the Parish of Orleans excepted, to appropriate in nlg^stTar."^^^*^^ ^^ 
their annual budgets, as one of the expenses of the parish the 
compensation of said Registrars, due by such parish, as in this 
Act provided. 

Section 22. Be it further enacted, etc., The Registrars of New registration 
Voters for each and every parish throughout the State, the Par j*a n*J?a?^^*^^f909^ 
ish of Orleans excepted, shall beginning January 2, 1909, make places of registra- 
a new and complete registration of all the legal voters in their ^^^^' 
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respective parishes; he shall at all times keep his oflSce open 

daily, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, from eight o'clock 

a. m. until one o^clock p. m. and from two o'clock p. m. until 

six o'clock p. m. for the registration of all legal voters. He 

shall keep his office at the court house. In every year in which 

a general State election is held or a primary election is held for 

State officers or representatives to the Congress of the United 

States he shall sixty days hefore the closing of the registration. 

estahlish his office, for at least one day, at or near each polling 

place ; during the last two weeks of such period, if two weeks of 

the period remain after the holding of his office for one day 

List of laces of ^^ ^^ near each polling place he shall keep his office at the court 

registration to behousc. He shall during said sixty days publish at the expense 

published. ^^ ^^^ parish, in the official journal thereof, if there be one, a 

list of the places of registration and the length of time same 
shall remain open, provided that no person shall be permitted 
to register within thirty days of any general or primary elec- 
tion held in this State. 

Kind of registra- Section 23. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the books of 
tion books for coun- registration of all the parishes of this State, the Parish of Or- 
try parishes. leans excepted, shall consist of one precinct register, consecu- 

tively numbered from one to the end and the permanent regis- 
tration containing the names of persons registered under Section 
5 of Article 197 of the Constitution of 1898, and the laws carry- 
ing same into effect. That the precinct register shall show and 
contain : the date of registration, the name of the voter, his resi- 
dence, age, color, occupation, where born, name of householder, 
time of residence in the State, parish, ward and precinct, oath of 
registration, party affiliation and remarks. The applicant for 
registration shall sign the oath of registration as herein pro- 
vided. 

Deputy Registrar Section 24. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in case of sick- 
may be appointed, ness or inability of the Registrar to act, he may appoint a 

Deputy Registrar to perform his duties, and the said Registrar 
shall be removable by the said board for cause, and the decision 
of said Board shall be final and not reviewable by the courts. 

Removals and Section 25. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Registrar of 
fr^om^roHs.^^ ^''^^^'^ Votcrs of cach parish shall within thirty days next preceding an 

election strike from the registration the names of all voters who 
may have died, left the precinct or from any cause become in- 
eligible as electors; provided that the name of no voter shall be 
stricken from the list of registration in any parish who has left 
said precinct within six months of the time for holding the elec- 
tion, so that the elector shall not lose his right to vote in one 
precinct before he has acquired the right to vote in another. The 
Registrars of Voters shall not place upon the poll list, which 



he is required by law to furnish for the use of the commissioners 
of election, any name which has been stricken from the registra- 
tion books as provided in this Act. 

General Provisions. 

Section 26. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Registrars Qg^^ ^^^ j^^^^ ^^ 
of Voters throughout the State, shall within thirty days from Registrars, 
the date of their respective commissions qualify by filing dupli- 
cate oaths of oflSce with the Secretary of State and State Audi- 
tor, and filing a bond with the State Auditor with good and 
solvent surety, for the faithful performance of the duties re- 
quired of them by law, and for the payment of such damages 
as may be sustained by their failure to discharge their duties, 
and said bond, except in the Parish of Orleans, shall be in the 
sum of five hundred dollars in favor of the Governor and said 
sureties on said bond shall be examined and approved by the 
Judge of the District Court in the respective parishes through- 
out the State and in the Parish of Orleans said bond similarly 
conditioned shall be in the sum of five thousand dollars and shall 
be examined and approved by the Judges of the Civil District 
Court. 

Section 27. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the books, Books to be open 
papers and records of the Registrars of Voters for the Parish J9^ public inspec- 
of Orleans and the books, papers and records in the offices of 
each Registrar of Voters for each and every parish throughout 
the State shall at all times be open to inspection by the public 
and copies of the same may be procured, provided same does not 
interfere with the registration. 

Section 28. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in order that 
none but those affiliating with and being members of any polit- to he re^ordecf for 
ical party shall participate in any primary election held by any efecSSns.^ primary 
political party, it shall be the duty of the Registrar of Voters of 
the various parishes throughout the State to provide an addi- 
tional space on the regular State registration books immediately 
following the last perpendicular ruled column in such books, 
which space shall be headed ** Party Affiliation," it shall be the 
duty of the Registrar of Voters to ask each applicant for reg- 
istration the question '^What political party do you desire to 
affiliate with?" and the name of the political party so given by 
such person so applying to be registered shall be recorded in the 
column provided on the books of registration. The Registrar 
of Voters being hereby required to furnish proper blank forms 
for signature by the applicant for that purpose. 

In case any person desiring to be registered does not desire Not necessary for 
to state his party affiliation, he shall not be required so to do, general election. 
nor shall his failure so to do act as a bar to his registration for 
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the purpose of voting in any election held under the provisions 
of the general election law; that the Registrars of Voters in 
each and every parish of this State shall three days before the 
date X)f any election held by any political party deliver to the 
several parish committees throughout the State certified copies 
of all persons who have declared their party affiliation and reg- 
istered as members of said party as provided for in this sec- 
tion. The said certified copies herein provided for to be de- 
livered to the several parish committees shall be by them trans- 
mitted to the respective commissioners of election and shall be a 
list of the persons entitled to vote in any primary election held 
by said political party, provided that the persons appearing to 
be so registered shall possess all other necessary qualifications 
required of the electors by the Constitution of this State. 

Provided further that any person shall have the privilege of 
changing his party affiliation by applying to the Registrar of 
Voters requesting that same be done six months prior to any 
primary election held by any political party. 

Qualification of Section 29. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the appHcant 
qSaiiflcation':^**^''^^ ^^^ registration, throughout the State, shall be able to read and 

write and shall demonstrate his ability to do so when he applies 
for registration by making, under oath administered by the reg- 
istration officer or his clerks or deputy, written application 
therefor in the English language or in his mother tongue, which 
application shall contain the essential facts necessary to show 
that he is entitled to register and vote and shall be entirely writ- 
ten, dated and signed by him in the presence of the registration 
officer or his deputy, without assistance or suggestion from any 
person or any memorandum whatever, except the form of appli- 
cation hereinafter set forth; provided that if the applicant he 
unable to write his application in the English language he shall 
have the right if he so demands to write the same in his mother 
tongue from the dictation of an interpreter and if he, the ap- 
plicant, is unable to write his application by any reason of phys- 
ical disability, the same shall be written at his dictation by 
the registration officer or his deputy, upon the applicant's oath 
of such disability. The application above provided for shall be 
a copy of the following form with the proper names, dates and 
numbers substituted for the blanks appearing therein: 

^ * I am a citizen of the State of Louisiana. My name is 

I was born in the State (or country) of , parish (or 

county) of , on the day of in the year 

I am now year months and 

days of age. I have resided in this State since , in this 

parish since , and in precinct No , of Ward No. 

of this parish since , and am not disfranchised by 

any provisions of the Constitution of this State." 
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Section 30. Be it further enacted, etc., That if the applicant Property quaiifl- 
be not able to read and write, as provided by Section twenty- ^^^^^^• 
nine of this Act, then he shall be entitled to register if he shall 
at the time he offers to register, be a bona fide owner of property 
assessed to him in this State at a valuation of not less than three 
hundred dollars on the assessment rolls of the current year in 
which he offers to register, or on the rolls of the preceding 
year, if the rolls of the current year shall not then have been 
completed and filed, and on which if said property be personal 
only, all taxes due shall have been paid. The applicant for reg- 
istration under this Section shall make oath before the registra- 
tion officer or his deputy or clerks that he is a citizen of the 
United States and of this State and over the age of twenty-one 
years; that he possesses the qualifications prescribed by Article 
197, in Section 1 of the Constitution of this State for the year 
1898 and that he is the owner of property assessed to him at a 
valuation of not less than three hundred dollars, and that if such 
property be personal only, that all taxes due thereon have been 
paid, which payment shall be made to appear by the production 
of tax receipts or duplicates thereof. ' 

Section 31. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no male person under section 5, 
who has availed himself of the provisions of Section 5 of Article cifugg.^ ^^^^^^^ 
197 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana for the year 
1898, and the Acts of the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana carrying same into effect shall be denied the right to 
register in this State by reason of his failure to possess the edu- 
cational or property qualification prescribed in this Act, pro- 
vided that he possess the qualifications prescribed in Section I 
of Article 197 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana for 
the year 1898. And provided further that all persons who shall 
have been duly registered under the provisions of Section 5 of 
Article 197 of the Constitution of 1898 and the laws of this State 
carrying same into effect shall be permitted to register hereafter 
at all subsequent registrations held under this Act, upon tiieir 
personal application and statement under oath that they are 
duly enrolled on the permanent register provided for in said 
section and upon the presentation of their certificate of registra- 
tion issued at the time of registering under said section, or a 
duplicate if lost. The registration officer is further required to 
verify said statement before registering said applicant by com- 
parison with said permanent roll or register, and if said voter is 
admitted to register, then the registration officer shall stamp 
on the reverse side of the permanent registration certificate the 
fact and date of such registration. In case of removal of any 
voter whose name shall have been placed on said permanent 
register to another parish, it shall be the duty of the registration 
<^cer or his deputy of the parish from which said voter re- 
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moved, on the application of such voter, to furnish him with a 
certificate setting forth his name, age and nationality and the 
fact that he was a registered voter of such parish and that he has 
been duly enrolled, giving the date thereof, on the permanent 
register. On the signing of such certificate it shall be the duty 
of such registration officer or his deputy to note on said per- 
manent register the fact of the removal of such voter with the 
date of same. On presenting the certificate herein provided 
for to the registration oflBcer or his deputy of the parish to 
which he has removed after having resided therein the time 
prescribed by law, it shall be the duty of said officer to enroll 
said voter on a supplemental list to said permanent register 
to be designated for that purpose. 

Section 32. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in all cases where, 
on trial of a person charged with any offense under the provi- 
sions of this Act, it appears in evidence the accused be registered 
without being qualified, as herein directed the court shall order 
such registration cancelled. 

Penalty for mak- Section 33. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person, who 
ing false oatn. makes a false oath for the procuring of a certificate of reg- 
istration naturalization, or declaration of intention of becom- 
ing a citizen, or aids as a witness or otherwise, in obtaining the 
same fraudulently shall be guilty of a felony and upon convic- 
tion thereof shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars and 
imprisoned not less than one year and not more than five 
years. 

Registrar author- Section 34. Be it further enacted, etc., That the respective 
ized to administer Registrars of Voters shall each have the power to administer 

oaths to any person claiming the right to be registered or in 
regard to any matter or thing required to be done or inquired 
into by any of the said officers under this Act and any willful 
false swearing by any person in relation to any matter or thing 
concerning which he shall be interrogated by any of said of- 
ficers, shall be punished as perjury. 

Penalty for fraud- Section 35. Be it further enacted, etc., That if any person 
uientiy altering or shall fraudulently alter, add to, deface or destroy any list of 
defacing records, y^^^j^ j^ade out, as directed by this Act, or any book of regis- 
tration, or tear down any poster or notice for any improper 
purpose, the person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined and imprisoned 
at the discretion of the court. 

Registrar of vo- Section 36. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Registrar of 
ters shall not open Voters shall not open his office, on any boat or water craft and 
piLe?.''^ ^"^ ''''"^"^^ during sixty days before the general election, shall not go to 

unusual places under the pretense of affording opportunity to 
voters to register, but shall remain at each appointed place dur- 
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ing the full period named in his public notice and shall not at- 
tend places to register voters of which he has not given notice 
as required by this Act. Any Registrar violating the provisions 
of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by fine and imprison- 
ment at the discretion of the court. 

Section 37. Be it further enacted, etc., That every person of Qualification of 
foreign birth, claiming a right to be registered, shall in addition persons of foreign 
to the proof required by Sections 29, 30 and 31 of this Act, prove *^ ' 
that he has been naturalized in conformity with the laws of the 
United States, and as evidence thereof, he shall produce if he 
has never previously registered a certificate of naturalization 
under the seal of the court in which said naturalization took 
place, duly attested by the clerk of said court, and shall prove by 
oath of two qualified electors of the election precinct that he is 
the person named in said certificate and the person to whom it 
was issued, and having never previously registered, if he has lost 
said certificate, having been naturalized, he shall make oath 
to that fact and produce a certified copy of his certificate of 
naturalization, which shall be furnished him by the clerk of 
court, in this State, free of cost, any clerk refusing to issue such 
certified copy shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction thereof sliall be punished by a fine of not less 
than twenty-five dollars and not more than one hundred dollars 
at the discretion of the Court. 

Section 38. Re it further enacted, etc.. That if any person p^nait 
upon any false representation, or by the production of any istering on false 
forged, false or spurious naturalization certificate, not duly is- pers.''^^'^^^''''' ^^" 
sued in accordance with law, shall cause his name to be placed 
or shall attempt to have his name placed upon any book of reg- 
istration for election purposes, or upon any list of qualified 
electors, authorized or re(iuired to be made by any law of this 
State, or shall vote or attempt to vote at any election, without 
having been duly registered as provided for in this Act, shall 
upon conviction thereof, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor 
and sentenced to pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 
and be imprisoned for not less than six months in the parish jail, 
or both at the discretion of the court. 

Section 39. Be it further enacted, etc.. That it shall be the Duty of regis- 
duty of the Registrar of Voters for the Parish of Orleans and ^rars to furnish reg- 
the Registrar of Voters for each parish throughout the State to Super^sor ^of Eiec- 
deliver to the Board of Supervisors of Election for each parish, ^^^^' 
at least, forty eight hours before the time fixed for the opening 
of the polls therein; the original precinct registration or poll 
books for each precinct or polling place, securely wrapped, 
marked and certified to by the Registrar of Voters. 
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Duty of Clerks of Section 40. Be it further enacted, etc., That the clerk of the 
of*" convicuons to District Court of each parish of the State, and the clerk of the 
registrars. Criminal District Court of the City of New Orleans shall keep 

a book imd record therein, immediately thereafter, a sentence or 
convi^ lion and the name and residence of such person who shall 
be convicted of any of the crimes punishable at hard labor or 
imprisonment in the penitentiary, and it shall be tho duty of 
the Registrar of Voters to strike from the registration book the 
name of any person who shall have been convicted of any of 
the foregoing crimes. 

Parish to provide Section 41. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the books for 
ery *f orlregistration' P^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ Stationery ncccssary to carry on the registration 

and the necesasry expenses for office rent incurred by the Reg- 
istrar of Voters on account of registration shall l)e paid by the 
parish in which the registration is carried on, provided that be- 
fore the same can be collected, the Registrar of Voters shall 
furnish the president of the Police Jury, or in the City of New 
Orleans, the Mayor of the City, a sworn statement of the ex- 
penses necessarily incurred. 

Duty of registrar Section 42. Be it further enacted, etc.. That it shall be the 
of vote?s^at leaS^^io ^^^^ ^^ *^^ Registrar of Voters of each parish, at least ten days 
days before election, before the general election, to forward to the Secretary of State 

an accurate report of the number of voters in their respective 
parishes, the number of native and foreign born and tho number 
of white and colored voters, respectively who write their names 
and the number who make their mark. It shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of State to furnish the Legislature a tabulated 
statement of said report, when called on so to do. 

Section 43. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Registrar of 
Voters in the Parish of Orleans, shall be empowered to employ a 
porter for his office at a salary not to exceed fifty dollars per 
month. 

Section 44. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws or parts 
of laws inconsistent with any of the provisions of this Act, be 
and the same are hereby repealed. 

H. G. DUPRE, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

P. M. LAMBREMONT, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved : July 1st, 1908. 

J. Y. SANDERS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 

Secretary of State. 
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ACT No. 99. 

House BiU No. 122. By Mr. Thompson. 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact Section 11 of Act No. 152 of the session 
of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for the 
year 1898, entitled An Act to preserve the purity of the 
ballot, regulating the manner of holding and conducting 
elections; by providing an oflBcial form of ballot; by pre- 
scribing the time and method in which nominations shall 
be made and certified; for providing for the division of 
parishes, cities and towns into convenient election pre- 
cincts; by providing for the appointment of officers to con- 
duct such elections and defining their duties; by prescrib- 
ing the manner in which the votes of electors shall be 
taken, and the count and returns thereof made; by pro- 
viding for the punishment of violations of this law, and 
repealing all laws in conflict with the same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Louisiana, That Section 11 of Act No. 152 of the session 
of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana for the year 
1898 be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Section 11. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in all parishes, Board of super- 
the Parish of Orleans excepted, the Board of Supervisors of visors^of BLwition; 
Election of each parish shall consist of three persons, viz: The 
Registrar of Voters, of each parish, one elected by the Police 
Jury, and one appointed by the Governor who shall be president 
of the Board. That in the Parish of Orleans the Board of Su- 
pervisors of Election shall consist of three members as follows: 
One appointed by the Governor who shall be president of the 
Board, one to be the Registrar of Voters of the Parish of Or- 
leans, and the other to be the Civil Sheriff. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That all laws or parts 
of laws in conflict with any of the provisions of this act be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

H. G. DUPRE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

P. M. LAMBREMONT, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

Approved July 1st, 1908. 

J. Y. SANDERS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy : 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 
Secretary of State. 
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ACT No. 100. 

House Bill No. 121. By Mr. Thompson. 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact Sections 6, 10, 12 and 25 of Act No. 49 
of the Session of the General Assembly of the State of 
Louisiana, for the year 1906 entitled ''An Act to provide for 
calling, holding, conducting and regulating of primary elec- 
tions; to provide that it sliall he compulsory that all nom- 
inations to he made hy any political party for candidates for 
the office of United States Senator, members of the House 
of Representatives in Congress, all State, district and 
parochial officers, members of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the State of Louisiana, and of city and ward 
officers in all cities, towns and villages shall be made by a 
direct primary ; to define the term political party under this 
Act; to prescribe the qualifications of electors participating 
in and candidates for nomination to be voted for at said 
primary election; to prescribe the number and manner of 
choosing commissioners who shall preside over and conduct 
said election ; to provide the time and manner of conducting 
said primary election; to provide for the defraying the ex- 
penses of said primary election; to provide the duties of 
officers to w^hom returns are to be made; to prescribe what 
are offenses against, and to provide penalties for violations 
thereof and to repeal all laws or parts of laws in conflict 
therew^ith. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana, That Sections 6, 10, 12, and 25 of Act No. 49 
of the Session of the General Assembly of the State of Louis- 
iana for the vear 1906, be amended and re-enacted so as to read 
as follow^s: 

Primary elections Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whenever any 
as c% rfgrSssiona! State, district, judicial, parochial or municipal officers are to be 
primary. elected at the same time and on tlie same day on which Con- 

gressmen are to be elected, the respective committees of the 
political parties having authority for calling elections to make 
such nominations, shall within ten days after the ordering of the 
primary election to nominate candidates for Congress by the 
Congressional district committee, meet and issue a call ordering 
and directing that a primary election be held to make nom- 
inations for such State, district, judicial, parochial or municipal 
officers at the same time and at the same places at which the 
Congressional primary election is held, provided further that 
the State Central Committee of each political party shall have 
authority over the ordering of nominations for justices of the 
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Supreme Court of the State of Louisiana, and shall meet on the For Judges of Su- 
first Tuesday in July preceding the Congressional elections and ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
shall issue a call for a primary election to nominate candidates 
for the office of Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of 
Louisiana. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted, etc., That in order that Party affiliation 
none but those affiliating with and being members of any polit- ^^|J on\wpi^cation 
ioal party shall participate in any primary election held by to register, 
said political party, it shall be the duty of the registrars of vot- 
ers throughout the State to provide an additional space on the 
reo:v-lhr State registration books, immediately following the last 
perpendicular ruled column in such book, which space shall be 
headed '^ Party Affiliation." It shall be the duty of the Regis- 
trars of Voters to ask each applicant for registration the ques- 
tion ''What political party do you desire to affiliate with?" and 
the name of the political party so given by such person so ap- 
plying to be registered shall be recorded in the column provided 
on the books of registration. The Registrars of Voters being 
hereby required to furnish proper blank forms for signature by 
the applicant for that purpose. In case any person applying to 
be registered does not desire to state his party affiliations, he 
shall not be required so to do. nor shall his failure so to do act 
as a bar to his registration for the purpose of voting in any 
eleetion held under the provisions of the General Election Law. 

None but those who have so declared their political affiliation 
shall be permitted to become candidates or to vote in any so registered can 
primary election of any political party, as defined in this Act. ^'^^^ ^^ primaries. 
Any person attempting to vote, or voting, or taking part in 
any primary election of a political party different from that in 
which he has declared himself to be affiliated with shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
fined and punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 
That this provision shall not go into effect until January 2, 1909, 
after which date all persons who desire to participate in party 
primaries are required to register their party affiliations. 

Section 12. Be it further enacted, etc., That all candidates for 
nomination for United States Senator, Congressmen, Governor, by^candidatel.'"^*^^ 
Railroad Commissioner, Judge of the Supreme Court and other 
State officers voted for throughout the entire State or Congres- 
sional district or Railroad Commissioner district shall file writ- 
ten notification and declaration as provided for in Section 11 of 
this Act, with the Secretary of State, and as an evidence of good 
faith, all such candidates, shall, at the time of filing said notice, 
be required to deposit with the Secretary of State the sum of 
two hundred and fifty dollars, said deposit to be returned on 
promulgation of the returns if the candidate is shown to have 
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received at least ten per centum of the total vote cast for the 
office for which he was a candidate, or if he dies or withdraws by 
written communication sent to the Chairman of the State Cen- 
tral Committee prior to the holding of the said primary election. 

All candidates for all other offices to be voted for in any 
primary election held under this Act, shall file their written 
notification and declaration with the chairman of the respective 
committee which has issued the call for said primary. 

■D^y of Secretary Scction 25. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in all elections 
and promui^te ^he where retums, are, by this Act provided to be made to the Sec- 
retums within ten retary of State, he shall immediately proceed to tabulate and 

compile the same, and shall within ten days after the date of said 
primary election promulgate same in the official journal of the 
State and shall forward a certified copy thereof, under his sig- 
nature and seal of office, to the chairman of the committee order- 
ing the primary. 

test*"^^^ain^t*^^^*'' That within five days after the promulgation of the retums, if 
muifiration of ^re- any candidate should feel aggrieved at the result, he shall have a 
turns. right to protest against the result as set forth in the promulga- 

tion, as hereinbefore provided for, by presenting a petition to 
the respective committee ordering said primary, by filing 
with the chairman of said committee a written protest setting 
forth clearly and distinctly his grounds of protest. That on the 
fifteenth day after the day of the holding of said primary elec- 
tion, at 12 o'clock noon, the respective committee ordering said 
primary shall reconvene at the same place as it met when it 
ordered the said primary, and shall proceed to immediately hear 
and determine said protest. That in hearing and determining 
the said protest the said committee shall have the right to sum- 
mons and compel the attendance of witnesses, administer oaths, 
hear evidence, or order the production of documents and papers, 
and any and all things that it may deem necessary to honestly 
arrive at a correct determination of said contest or protest; pro- 
vided, however, that any candidate feeling aggrieved by the 
decision of the committee shall have the right to have same re- 
viewed by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

A court of competent jurisdiction is defined, so far as its 
jurisdiction rational personae is concerned to be the place where 
the committee sat and heard the said protest. 

Second primary. In case no Candidate for the office of Governor should have 

received a majority of the votes cast for that office then. a sec- 
ond primary election shall be held for Governor and for all 
other State officers who shall have failed to receive a majority of 
the votes cast for the office for which they were respectively can- 
didates and the second primary shall be held with the same elec- 
tion officers and at the same places as the first primary was held, 
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four weeks from the date of the first primary. The expenses 
of the second primary are to he borne in the same manner as 
those of the first primary hereinbefore provided for. 

At the second primary election no one can be a candidate ex- 
cept the two persons who have received the highest number of 
votes at the first primary election for the oflSce for which they 
were candidates. 

The returns shall be made and the votes canvassed and com- 
piled and the results declared as hereinbefore provided for in 
the first primary election. 

In case of failure to elect because no candidate receives a 
majority of the votes cast for the office for which he is a can- 
didate, should one of the two persons receiving the highest num- 
ber of votes decline to continue his candidacy, then the other 
candidate who shall have received the highest number of votes 
for the office for which he was a candidate shall be declared to 
be the nominee of the party. 

Any officer of election who has been appointed in the first taking it a mis- 
primary and served as a commissioner, clerk or special deputy demeanor for eiec- 

.,, X. • j-Li.'ij. 'xi- J .'^tion commissioner 

m the first primary and who fails to serve in the second primary or cierk to refuse 
in the same capacity shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall priml^^ ^^ second 
be punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

In the event of the Governor being nominated in the first j^^ second pri- 
primary election, there shall be no second primary election formary where gov- 
the State officers who ran in the first primary, but the person f^flrstprtaSryf^ 
receiving a plurality of the votes cast for the office for which he 
was a candidate shall be declared to be the nominee of the party 
holding said primary. 

That in all elections, where returns are, by this Act, provided ^ ^^ chairmen 
to be made to the respective chairmen of the respective commit- of respective com- 
tees ordering said primary, it shall be the duty of the said chair- returns. ^^ ^ompUe 
man, immediately upon receiving the said returns, to at once 
open the same and cause same to be tabulated and compiled, and 
at 12 o'clock noon on the fourth day after the primary, the said 
committee ordering same shall reconvene at the same place and Time and manner 
the chairman thereof shall submit to it the tabulated statement o' protesting same, 
showing the result of said primary, together with the original 
returns received by him. 

That any candidate feeling aggrieved at the result of the said ge^ond primary 
primary shall then and there file his written protest setting forth for minor offices. 
in detail clearly and distinctly, his grievances, and the commit- 
tee shall immediately proceed to hear and determine same and 
proclaim the result of said primary ; provided, however, that 
any candidate feeling aggrieved by the decision of the commit- 
tee shall have the right to have same reviewed by a court of 
competent jurisdiction; provided further that the committee 
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hearing and determining the said contest shall have the author- 
ity to summons witnesses and compel their attendance, admin- 
ister oaths and order the production of any books, papers or 
documents that may be necessary and do any act or thing that it 
may deem necessary to arrive at a correct decision of said pro- 
test or contest. 

That after the committee has met and proclaimed the results 
as hereinbefore provided, and it shall be found that any candi- 
date failed to receive a majority of the votes cast for the office 
for which he was a candidate, a second primary shall be held, 
with the same election officers and at the same place as the first 
primary election was held and on the same date as the second 
primary for State officers or Congressmen; if there be no sec- 
ond primary for State officers or Congressmen, or the first pri- 
mary be held at a time when neither State officers or Congress- 
men shall be voted for, tlien the second primary shall be held 
four weeks from the date of the first primary. 

The expenses of the second primary shall be apportioned and 
paid for in the same manner as those of the first primary, here- 
inbefore provided for. 

Provided, further, that any unexpended balance after the first 

primary is held shall be used to defray the expenses of said 

second primary. 

Two highest can- ^^ the secoud primary election no one can be a candidate ex- 

didates only eligible cept the two pcrsons who have received the highest number of 

votes for the office for which they were candidates. The returns 
shall be made and the votes canvassed and compiled and the re- 
sults declared and promulgated as hereinbefore provided for the 
first primary. 

The same provisions for withdrawals as applies to candidates 
reguiTfing^^m i n^o r in the primaries for State officers which are to be voted for, shall 
for"^ate offlces.^^^ govern in case any candidate at this primary desires to with- 
draw from the second primary, and the same pi*oVisions and 
penalties for the failure of officers of elections who were ap- 
pointed and served in the second primary for State officers and 
who fail to serve in the second primary for State officers shall 
govern at this second primary. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws or parts 
Repealing clause. ^^ j^^.^ ^^ conflict with any of the provisions of this Act, be 

and the same are hereby repealed. 

H. G. DUPRE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
P. M. LAMBREMONT, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved: July 1st, 1908. 

J. Y. SANDERS, K*- 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 
Secretary of State. 
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PEtTMARY Election Law. 



ACT NO. 49. 

By.Mr. Keriian. House Bill No. 37. 

(Chairman of Joint Primary Election Committee.) 

AN ACT. 

To provide for callins:, holding, conducting and regulating of primary 
elect^ions ; to provide that it shall be compulsory that all nomina- 
tions to be made by any political party for candidates for the office 
of United States senator, members of the House of Representa- 
tives in Compress, all State, district and parochial officers, members 
of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Louis- 
iana, and of city and ward officers in all cities, towns and villages 
shall be made by a direct primary ; to define the term political party 
under this Act ; to prescribe the qualifications of electors participat- 
ing in and candidates for nomination to be voted for at said primary 
election ; to prescribe the number and manner of choosing commis- 
sioners who shall preside over and conduct said election ; to provide 
the time and manner of conducting said primary election ; to provide 
for the defraying the expenses of said primary election ; to provide 
the duties of officers to whom returns are to be made ; to prescribe 
what are offenses against, and to provide penalties for violations 
thereol and to repeal all laws or parts of laws in conflict therewith. 

tion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of ah party nomi- 
Louisiana, That ail political parties shall make all nominations for can- nmde°by "primary 

dcct/ioD 

didates for the United States Senate, members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in Congress, all State, district, parochial and ward officers, 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Louisiana, and of city and ward officers in all cities, towns and villages 
by a direct primary election. That any nomination, of any person, for 
any of the aforementioned offices by any other method shall be illegal, 
and the Secretary of State is prohibited |from placing on the official 
ballot the name of any pers^^as a candidate for any political party not 
nominated in Accordance with the provisions of this Act. 




Seccfon 2. Be it ^rther enacted, etc., That the term of political Deflnitionof'po- 



party as used in this Act is defined to be a political party that shall have 
cast at least ten per centum of the entire vote cast for Governor at the 
last preceding State election. 
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Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the State Central Corn- 
Date of meeting mi ttee of the political parties coming: within the provisions of this Act 
committee. shall, on the first Tuesday in October, next preceding the date of the 

g:eneral State election held in the State for Governor and all other State 

officials, meet and issue a call for a primary election to nominate can- 

didates for said political parties for Governor or other State officers ; 

Dateof primary that they shall select a date, which shall not be less than 70 and not 

for election o f 

State officers not more than 90 days prior to the date of said general State election. That 

less than 70 and 

not more than 90 in the year in which the General Assembly is chosen, which will elect a 

days pnor to date 

of election. United States Senator, the State Central Committees of the respective 

parties coming within the provisions of this Act, shall direct that a 
primary shall be held to select a candidate or candidates for the United 
States Senate, at the same primary election at which nominations for 
State officers are voted for. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That within twenty days after 
Date of meeting the issuance of said call by the State Central Committee for said primary 
ochiai^com mi t- election to nominate candidates for State officers, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, the respective district and parochial committees shall meet and 
order that all nominations for district, parochial and ward officers, and 
members of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana that are 
required by law to be voted for at the general State election, shall be 
made by direct primary on the same date and at the same places at 
which candidates for State officers are voted for. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Congressional Dis- 
Date of meeting trict Committees of the political parties coming within the provisions of 

of congressional 

committees. this Act shall, on the first Tuesday of July preceding the congressional 

elections, meet and issue a call for a primary election to nominate can- 
didates for said political parties for members of Congress. That they 
shall select a date which shall not be less than sixty and not more than 
seventy days prior to the date of the said congressional election. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whenever any State. 
When other offi- district, judicial, parochial or municipal officers are to be elected at the 

cers are to he 

elected at same same time and on the same day on which congressmen are to be elected, 

time as congres- 
sional election, the respective committees of the political parties having authority for 

calling elections to make such nominations, shall within ten days after 

the ordering of the primary election to nominate candidates for Congress 

by the congressional district committee, meet and issue a call ordering 

and directing that a primary election be held to make nominations for 

such State, district, judicial, parochial or municipal officers at the same 

time and at the same places at which the congressional primary election 

is^held. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the respective com- 
mittees of the various political parties having authority to order nom- 



inations for municipal or ward officers in any cities, towns or villages Date of primary 
where the election of such officers does not fall on the same date at which war<fofflcers. 
a general State election for State officers is held, or on the same date 
at which congressmen are elected, shall meet ninety-one days prior to 
the date of holding said election and shall order a primary election held 
to nominate candidates for said municipal and ward officers not less 
than sixty and not more than seventy days prior to the date at which 
said officers are to be elected. 

Section 8. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whenever a special Where special 

electioD is to be 

election is held to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term, caused by death, held to mi a va- 
cancy for unez- 
resignation or otherwise, of any officer, the respective committees having pired term. 

authority to call primary elections to nominate candidates for said office 
shall have full authority to fix the date at which a primary election shall 
be held to nominate candidates in said special election, which date shall 
not be less than ten days after the special election shall have been or- 
dered. 

Section 9. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the qualifications of Qualification 
voters and of candidates, in all primary elections held under this Act, candidates in pri- 
shall be the same as now required by the Constitution and election laws ^^^^ 
of this State for "Voters at general eleccions, subject to an additional 
political qualification which may be prescribed by the State Central Com- 
mittees of the respective political parties coming under the provisions of 
this Act ; the repesctive State Central Committees of the respective politi- 
cal parties coming under the provisions of this Act shall meet within 
sixty (60) days after the promulgation of this Act and then fix the said 
additional political qualification as herein authorized. 

Section 10. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in order that none but party affiliation 
those affiliating with, and being members of any political party shall ^ter at poll, 
participate in any primary election held by said political party every 
person offering to vote, shall be asked by the commissioners of election 
whether or not he is a member of such political party and whether or not 
he will support the nominees of said primary election ; and, he shall not 
be permitted to vote unless he shall answer both of said questions in the 
affirmative. 

Section 11. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person desiring to Time of offering 

1 j'j J. • • 1 a.* I- ij J 0.1. . . tobea candidate 

become a candidate in any primary election held under the provisions in primary eiec- 

of this Act, shall, within twenty days for State and district officers, and 
within ten days for parochial and ward officers, etc., from and after the 
issuance of the call of the said committee for the said primary election, 
file with the respective officers hereinafter designated, his written noti- 
fication of his intention to become a candidate at such primary, accom- 
panied by a declaration that he is a duly qualified elector under the Con- 



stitution and Laws of this State, "and that he is a member of the party 
calling said primary election." 

Section 12. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all candidates for nomi- 
nation for United States Senator, Goneressman, Governor, Railroad Com- 
missioner, Judge of the Supreme Court, and other State officers voted 
for throughout the entire State or Congressional or Railroad Commission 
Deposit to be Districts shall file written notification and declaration as provided for 
d**es. ^ ^^^ in Section 11 of this Act, with the Secretary of State, and as an evidence 

of good faith all such candidates, shall, at the time of<l£fing said notice, 
be required to deposit with the Secretary of State the sum of two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, said deposit to be returned on promulgation of the 
returns if the candidate is shown to have received at least ten per 
centum of the total vote cast for the office for which he was a candidate, 
or, if he dies or withdraws by written communication sent to the Chair- 
man of the State Central Committee prior to the holding of the said 
Primary Election. 

KrNhk a-sf\^ection 13. Be it further enacted, etc., That the expense of primary 
elec'Htn^ held under this Act shall be i^portioned and defrayed as fol- 
lows : \ 
^tinff b a 1 U) ?s (*) The expenee of printing ballots and the furnishing the necessary 
tf ner^^or^rima^ stationery and other election supplies for the primary election in which 
t^^rs^onffreslmen Candidates for l^h^ted States Senator, Congressmen, Governor and other 

and'state officers g^ate officers who we voted for throughout the entire State or Con- 
to De paiQ lor oy x 

the State. g^ressional Districts, ami also other expenses necessary to the transmis- 

sion and promulgation oiNthe returns, shall be paid by the State of 
Louisiana, in the same man^r as for general elections. 

(b) That the expense of tainting ballots and furnishing the neces- 

Expense of au sary stationery and other election supplies for the primary election in 

bl^®pa1d''fOT°^ by which candidates for all other offices are to be nominated, shall be paid 
candidates. ^^ ^j^^ candidates participating in said primary. 

(c) That the necessary exoenses incidental to the holding and con- 
Expense of hold- ducting of the said primary elections, such as payment of commissioners 

borae^by parishes^ and clerks of election, rent of polling places, expenses of delivery of the 
^\rges^^°^ *^^ ballot boxes and supplies to and from the polling places, shall be borne 

by the respective parishes, cities, towns and villages, and the respective 

police juries and municipal authorities shall provide, by ordinance, for 

their payment, 
other expenses (d) That any other actual expenses necessary and incidental to the 
didSter'^^^*'^''"callingandholdingof the said primary election, shaN be borne by the 

candidates participating therein. \ 

(e) That the respective committees authorized under this Act to 
flx'sSm^to^be a£ call primary elections, shall, by resolution adopted at tl^e same meeting 
irchcan^date.^^at which they called said primary, fix the sums assessed against each 



candidabBvfor the purpose of defraying: the actual expenses to be borne 
by him as h^seinabove provided for, and the amount so fixed and assessed 
shall be paid by^he candidate at the time of filing his written notifi- 
cation of candidacy". Failure to make payment as herein provided will 
debar ^y such candidate from having his name placed on the official bal- 
lot for such primary election ; provided, that such amount as shall remain 
unexpenoed in said primary election shall be returned to the various can- 
didates inJi^rop^rWon to the i^ount contributed by^them. 
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tit further enacted, etc.. That the primary election BaUots for u. s. 
ballot used in all primary election for United States Senators, Congress- g r e s s m e n and 
men, Governor ax)d other State officers voted for throughout the entire be furnished by 
State or Congressional Districts, held under the provisions of this Act, state, 
shall be furnished by the Secretary of State, printed upon white paper 
of uniform quality, texture and size, and printed in black ink. At the 
top of said ballot and printed in large capital letters shall be the party style of baUots 
designation, then shall follow the number of the primary district and 
location of polling place* Then shall follow the name of each office, 
^nd below the name of each office, in smaller capital letters, shall fol- 
low the names of all candidates (alphabetically arranged according to 
surnames) for the nominations of said office in the order in which said 
list of officers shall be arranged by the respective party committees. 
The names of all candidates shall be printed in type of uniform size and 
style, and in a vertical column. Inunediately following and opposite 
the name of each candidate, on the same line, shall be printed a square 
space, and all such square spaced shall ^be of 'uniform size. Spaces be- 
tween the names of candidates ^r each office shall be uniform, and 
sufficient space shall separate the names of 'candidates for one office, 
from the names of candidates for another office, to avoid confusion. 

The primary ballot shall also contain the [names of candidates for saUot shau also 
delegates to the State Central and Congressional District Committees. No st2tl*cen*tSSlnd 
primary ballot shall be used unless the sanie shall substantially ^comply tricfcfomSttee^ 
^ith the requirements of this Act, and any ballot not in accordance 
herewith^shall be void for all purposes, and shall not be received, de- 
posited or counted by any person or commissioner at any such primary 
election. No person shall be a candidate for delegate to the State 
Central or Congressional District Committees who is not a duly qualified 
voter therein. \ 

Section 15. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Secretary of State Distribution of 
shall send a sufficient number of ballots, together with a sufficient num- tk>n*^ m^teriai^^by 
ber of tally sheets and "Cards of Instruction for the Guidance of Voters" Ittte"! ® ^ * "" ^ ^^ 
to the respective chairmen of the respective committees in each of the 
several parishes, so as to be received by them at least three days pre- 



vious to the day of election. The same shall be sent in sealed packages, 
with marks on the outside clearly designating: the polling places for 
which they are intended and the number of ballots inclosed. The re- 
spective chairman shall, on delivery to them of such packages, return 
receipts therefor to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State 
shall keep a record of the time when, and the manner in which the 
several packages are sent and the number of ballots in each package, 
and shall preserve same for the period of six months,, together with the 
receipt of the said chairman. 

Section 16. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the respective corn- 
Distribution o f mittees shall send to the commissioners of each voting place, before the 
tion material to opening of the polls on the day of election, cards of instruction, tally 
sioners by poiiti- sheets, blank forms and the set o( ballots, as sealed and marked by the 

Secretary of State, for each voting place, and a receipt of such delivery 
shall be returned to them from the commissioners present, which receipt 
shall be kept for the period of six months. At the opening of the polls 
in each polling place, the seal of the package shall be publicly broken 
and the package shall be opened by the Commissioners, and the ballots 
shall be delivered to the Commissioners of election hereinafter provided 
for. The cards of instruction shall be immediately posted at or in each 
voting shelf or compartment, provided in accordance with this Act, and 
not less than three such cards shall be immediately posted in or about 
the polling room. 

Section 17. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in case the ballots to 

Duty of chair- ]^ furnished to any voting place in accordance with the provisions of 
man of committee ^ o *- *' 

to provide ballots ^^jg ^^t, shall fail, for any reason to be delivered, or in any case after 

where originals » » .^ 

are not delivered delivery they shall be destroyed or stolen, it shall be the duty of the 

or where original ^ ^ ^ y ^ 

ballots are lost or chairman to cause other ballots and cards of instruction to be prepared 
destroyed. *^ 

substantially in the form and to the number of the ballots wanting and 
to be furnished, and upon receipt of such other ballots from him, ac- 
companied by a statement under oath, that the same have been so pre- 
pared and furnished by him, and that the original ballots have failed to 
be received or have been destroyed or stolen, the commissioners shall 
causet the ballots so substituted to be used in lieu of the ballots wanting-, 
asSabcWe. 

action 18. Be \it further enacted, etc.. That the officers whose 
^^^bootiS*^f1fr ^"*y ^^ ^^ ^° designate and appoint polling places throughout the State 
secret ballots. shall cause the same to be provided with voting shelves and compart- 
ments, known as polling booths in which voters may conveniently and 
with absolute secrecy mark their ballots ; said booths to be similar in 
character to those used, as provided, for by law, in regular elections. 
That the officers whose dutyat is to designate and appoint polling: place a 




in cities oKmore than 50,000 inhabitants, shall cause the same to be pro- 
vided wit)kyotingr shelves and compartments, known as pollinsr booths, 
in which yours may conveniently and with absolute secrecy mark their 
ballots. Ther^hall be in each polling place, during: each election, a 
sufficient number of voting: booths, and not less than one for every one 
hundred voters in the precinct. Each such booth shall be at least three 
feet square, shall have four sides enclosed, each at least six feet high, 
and the one in front shall open and shut as a door swing:ing: outwards, 
and shall extend within two feet of the floor. Each such booth shall 
contain a shelf which shall be one foot wide, extending: across one side 
of the booth at a convenient height for writing:, and shall be furnished 
with such supplies and conveniences, including: black ink, pads, blotting 
paper and pencils having black lead only, as will enable the voters to 
conveniently prepare their ballots for voting. Each polling booth shall 
be furnished with stamps or dies for making the voting mark upon the 
ballots, and shall have inking pads with ink of uniform color and quality. 
Each booth shall be kept clearly lighted, while the polls are open, by 
artificial lights if necessary. A guard rail shall be placed at each polling 
place at least six feet from the ballot boxes and the booths, and no ballot 
box or booth shall be placed within six feet of such rail, and each guard 
rail shall be provided with a separate entrance and separate exit. The 
arrangements of the polling place shall be such that the booths can only 
be reached by passing within the guard rail, and th^ booths ; ballot 
boxes, commissioners and every part of the polling plac^, except the 
inside of the booth, shall be in plain view of the commissioners and of 
persons just outside of the guard rail. Such booths shall be sXarranged 
that there shall be no access to intending voters or to the booths^rough 
any door, window or opening, except by the door in front of said liooth. 

Section 19. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the primary election Election tickets 
ballots used in all primaries other than those provided for in Sections s. ¥tates^ Sena^ 
14, 15, 16 and 17, shall be furnished by the respective committees and men^ and^'^lta^ 
shall be printed in the manner and form as ballots for United States Sished^ by proper 
Senators, Congressmen and State officers, and shall be delivered to the ^^°"^^ *®®- 
commissioners of election by the chairman of the respective committees, 
whose duties in this respect shall be similar to those provided herein foi; 
the Secretary of State. 

Section 20. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the delivery Af?4the Delivery of such 
prinnary ballots, stationery, ballot boxes and other necessary election i)y proper commit- 

tee 

supplies hereinbefore required to be m«de by the respective committees 
throughout the State, shall be by special deputies selected by said com- 
mittees, whose duty it shall be to deliver the said primary ballots, etc., 
to the commissioners at the respective polling places as hereinbefore 
provided for in Section 16. That the duties of said special deputies shall 
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be the same as those of the special deputy sheriffs appointed under the 
general election laws of this State, and they shall take an oath to hon- 
estly and faithfully perform their duties, and safely deliver said boxes, 
tickets and election supplies to the respective commissioners. The chair- 
man and vice chairman of all committees are authorized to administer 
oaths. 

iishSTn*'! v^e^r^ Section 21. Be it further enacted, etc.. That a poll shall be estab- 
ope^ng'and^cios-*^'^^®^ ^" every voting precinct of the State, as now or may hereafter 
^^^' be fixed and established by law, at which said election shall be held, and 

the polls shall be opened at 6 a.m. and shall be closed at 7 p.m. 

The location of said polling booths, when not fixed by law, shall be 
selected by the various parish committees throughout the State. 

tobe pubSSi^^ The respective committees in the several parishes, throughout the 

State, shall cause to be published the location of said polling booths in 
the official journal of the parish, at least three times for three weeks 
preceding the day of the election, and in the city of New Orleans, in 
any of the daily papers. 

reStlJI<f'''^t i'n Section 22. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no voter shall be al- 
of ^pitma^^eiec^ lowed to take part in any primary, who shall not have registered at least 
Strai^"^^ ^^ ^®^"ten days prior to the date of the primary election held under this Act. 

That seven days prior to every primary election, the Registrars of Voters 
throughout the entire State shall make a complete list of all registered 
voters in every voting precinct in the parish, certify to the same, and 
within three days before the primary election, deliver the same to the 
respective parish committees of the party holding the said primary 
election, without any cost or charge whatsoever. 

a^City ^TreaSS- "^^^^ *^® sheriffs of the several parishes throughout the State, and 
Sutlx'^yera*^' **^® ^^^^ Treasurer of the city of New Orleans, shall, three days before 

the date of any primary election held under this Act, deliver to the 
several parish committees .throughout the Staie, lists of persons who 
have paid their poll taxes for the two years^^preceding the year in which 
the primary is held. That the number of lists of poll taxes so to be 
delivered shall be one for each voting precinct as fixed by law in said 
parish. That these .lists shall be delivered and furnished free of all 
charges and expense. 
Ballot boxes, list That the said respective parish committees shall transmit by the 

m poll tax payers, x- x- ^ 

ind Ust of regis- special deputy selected by them to deliver ballot boxes, etc., to each 

ered voters to be • 

eiivered to eiec- polling precinct the list of the registered voters for said precinct, so 
ion commission- -^ *=» *^ «=» *- » 

-^' furnished him by the Registrar of Voters of his parish as hereinbefore 

provided for, and also the list of all persons wto have paid their poll 
taxes so furnished to them by the sheriff or city treasurer, as the case 
may be. 
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The sheriffs througfhout the State, and the Civil Sheriff in the Parish 
of Orleans shall deliver to the respective parish committees, of parties 
holding primaries under this Act, a sufficient number of ballot boxes for 
each and every polling precinct. 

Section 23. Be it further enacted, etc., That each p j11 shall be pre- 
sided over by three commissioners of election, and at each poll there 
shall be two clerks. 

The said commissioners shall be selected as hereinafter provided. Commissioners 

clerks of election 

and shall be commissioned in each parish by the chairman of the re- a-nd watchers; 

method of select- 

spective parish committee for such parish. In case of the absence, in- ^^f^- 
ability or refusal of such chairman to ace, they shall be commissioned 
by the vice chairman. These election officers shall possess the same 
qaalifications as are required by the voters at the polls at which they 
shall preside, and said commissioners, clerks and special deputy sheriffs 
shall receive the same compensation as is paid to commissioners of elec- 
tion at elections held under the general election laws of the State. 

The commissioners of election shall be selected as follows, to wit : 

That in any election held under this Act, that each and every local 
candidate in each parish in this State, shall submit to the respective 
parish committee of said parish at least fifteen days prior to the date 
on which'any primary election is to be held, under this Act, the name 
of one duly qualified voter, to act as a commissioner of election, for each 
and every voting precinct in said parish that fourteen days prior to the 
date on which the primary election is to be held, at 12 o'clock noon, the 
respective parish committees in each parish throughout the State, shall 
be regularly convened and they shall proceed to select from the various 
names submitted to them by the candidates, as aforesaid, three com- 
missioners of election to preside over the election at each and every vot- 
ing precinct in the said parish, and the two clerks, in the following 
manner, to wit: 

The said parish committee shall take the names submitted to them 
for each particular precinct by the candidates aforesaid, write each 
name so submitted on a separate piece of white paper, of equal and uni- 
form size, and place' the various slips, so made up, in a hat or some 
other receptacle without folding them ; the committee shall select some 
person to draw five of said slips, so placed in the hat or other receptacle, 
and the persons whose names are written on the first three slips so se- 
lected shall be the commissioners of election to preside over the particu- 
lar voting precinct, and the other two shall be the clerks of election, 
and the balance of the names remaining undrawn shall be commissioned 
as watchers, and they shall have all the authority and powers conferred 
on watchers by the general election law ; that the person «»elected to 
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draw the said five slips from the hat or other receptacle shall be blind- 
folded at the time of and during the drawing : that the drawing shall be 
public and in the presence of the committee and such spectators as may 
desire to be present, and said drawing must be done at the courthouse, 
in each and every parish of the State, and in the city of New Orleans, 
at the Civil District Court. 

That the commissioners and clerks of election for each precinct, 
shall be drawn separately, that is, one precinct at a time until the com- 
missioners and clerks of election for each and every precinct in the 
parish have been thus selected. 

In the event at any primary election held to nominate candidates for 
thereare noiooal State offices, district offices and Congress, there should be no local offi- 
oandidate. ^^^^ ^^ ^^ nominated at the same time, the respective candidates for the 

State offices. District offices or Congress, shall send in to the various 
parish committees the name of one duly qualified voter, under this act 
for each and every precinct in the parish, as is hereinbefore provided 
for local candidates to do, and the conunissioners of election and clerks 
shall be drawn in the same manner from these names as hereinbefore 
provided in this section. 

Definition of 'lo- That the term "local candidate'' used herein, in this section, is de- 
oal oandidate/' 

fined to be any candidate for any parish or municipal office, except those 

of Justice of the Peace or Constable. 

Method of elect- - ., -■•.. ii«ivi_« 

in« oommissioners In case no commissioners of election or clerks shall have been se- 

oommissioner sleeted, or, if none of those who have been selected, be present within 
no presen . ^^^ hour after the time fixed for the opening of the poll, the voters of 
the party holding the primary, present at such precinct, shall hold a 
meeting and elect the commissioners to preside at the election, who 
shall perform all duties of the regularly selected commissioners and 
clerks. Should any one of the commissioners selected be present, he 
shall select another, and both together shall select a third and two 
clerks as above provided ; the commissioners so selected shall take the 
oath and perform all the duties of commissioners of election in the same 
manner as if they had been selected as hereinbefore provided. 

by oommissioDer5 Before entering upon the discharge of their duties, the commis- 
sioners of election shall swear each other, and the clerks, to faithfully, 
honestly and impartially conduct the election. 

Their duties. jj^^ same power and authority vested in every commissioner by the 
ihonty. general election laws of the State is hereby conferred upon the commis- 

sioners conducting any primary election under this Act. It shall be the 
duty of the commissioners and the clerks, at each polling place, to keep 
duplicate lists of the persons voting at such voting place, which lists 



11 

shall be numbered consecutively from one to the end, and such lists so 
kept and numbered shall be signed and sworn to as correct, by them, 
immediately upon closing: the polls, and before opening: the ballot boxes. 
One of the lists shall be deposited in the ballot box, with the ballots, 
after the count has been made, and the other shall be transmitted, with 
the returns, to the Secretary of State in primary elections held for 
United States Senators, Congn^essmen, and State officers who are voted 
for througrhout the State and in all other primary elections, and to the 
respective chairmen of the committees ordering: the primary election. 

Immediately after the closing: of the polls and the sig:ning and Same. 
swearing: to the poll lists, the commissioners shall proceed to publicly 
canvass the votes ; they shall make tally sheets in duplicate, and shall 
tabulate the votes, and sig:n the same and swear to their correctness, 
and publicly announce the result to \he bystanders. 

The returns in all primary elections shall be made as follows : 

In primary elections held for United States Senators, Congressmen Method of mak- 
ing returns. 
and State officers voked for throughout the entire State, and respective 

congressional districts, commissioners of election shall deposit one of 
the tally sheets and one of the poll lists, signed and sworn to as herein- 
before provided, in the ballot box, and the other duplicate poll list and 
tally sheet, signed and sworn to as hereinbefore provided, shall be placed 
in a sealed envelope directed to the Secretary of State at Baton Rouge, 
La., and immediately forwarded to him through the United States mail. 

In all other elections held under this Act, the returns shall be made 
as hereinbefore provided, except that the duplicate tally sheet and the 
poll list, hereinbefore required to be forwarded to the Secretary of State, 
shall be placed in a sealed package addressed to the chairman of the. 
respective committees ordering the said primary, and be delivered to 
him, in person, by the commissioners of election. 

In any year when other officers, district, parochial, ward or muni- same, 
cipal are to be nominated at the same time and at the same polling 
places as United States Senators, Congressmen, Governor and other State 
officers who are to be voted for throughout the entire State or congres- 
sional districts, an additional poll list shall be made, and the tally sheets 
for such district, ward, parochial or municipal officers shall be separate 
from those for United States Senator, Congressmen, Governor and other 
State officers, and this additional poll list shall be delivered to the 
chairmen of the respective committees ordering the district, parochial, 
ward or municipal election as aforesaid. 

And when district, ward, parochial or municipal officers are to be same. 
nominated as aforesaid, at the same time as United States Senators, 
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Congressmen, Governor and other State officers, there shall be separate 
ballot boxes, one for the purpose of depositing: the ballots cast for said 
United States Senators, Congressmen, Governor and other State officers, 
and one for depositing said district, parochial, ward and municipal 
ballots. 

Same. The ballot boxes containing the ballots, poll list and tally sheet 

shall be carefully sealed after the count shall have been completed and 
the returns signed and sworn to, shall be deposited with the respective 
clerks of the district courts* throughout the State, and in the Parish of 
Orleans, with the Clerk of the Criminal District Court, by the commis- 
sioners of election. 

Manner of vot- iSJBCTionZ4. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person desiring to 

vote sn^ll give his name, occupation and registration papers (if such be 
provided tor) to any one of the commissioners, who shall thereupon an- 
nounce the same in a loud and distinct tone of voice, clear and audible, 
and, if such name is found on the registration list by the commissioner 
having charge thereof, he shall likewise repeat the same. The commis- 
sioner shall give the applicant one, and only one ballot, and his name 
shall be immediately checked on said list, and shall also be entered on a 
poll list, hereinbefore provided for, before he deposits his ballot in the 
box. On receiving h^s ballot the voter shall forthwith, and without 
leaving the enclosed sp^ce, retire to the place provided for the prepara- 
tion of his ballot, and dei^ignate his choice, by stamping or making a 
cross, in ink or with lead pencil, in the voting space to the right of and 
opposite to the name or nar^s of the candidates he desires to support 
for the- particular office for which they have offered. The voter shall be 
at liberty, if he is unable to pr^are his own ballot, to call upon one of 
the commissioners or clerks of erection to assist him. If a voter tear, 
soil, or deface a ballot so that it cannot be used, he may successively 
obtain others, one at a time, not exceeding in all three, upon returning 
each ballot so torn, soiled or defacedto the commissioners. 






That any voter or commissoiner wh(j shall, except as hereinbefore 
provided, allow his ballot to be seen by a^y person with an apparent in- 
tention of letting it be known how he is aftiput to vote, or place any dis 
tinguishing mark upon his ballot, or who snail nrake a false statement 
as to his inability to mark this ballot, or any\ person who shair interfere 
or attempt to interfere with any voter when inside said enclosed space or 
when marking his ballot, or who shall endeavoAto induce any voter be- 
fore voting to show how he is about to mark, or yias marked his ballot, 
or otherwise violates any of the provisions of thipact, shall be punished 
in accordance with Section 31 of this Act. 
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iction 25. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in all elections where i>uty of Secre- 
tary of State to 

returns, are by this act provided to be made to the Secretary of State, promulgate 

returns. 

he shall immediately proceed to tabulate and compile the same, and 
shall within ten days after the date of said primary election promulgate 
same in the official journal of the State, and shall ^orward a certified 
copy thereof, under his signature and seal of office to the chairman of 
the committee of the party ordering the primary. ' 

That within five days after the promulgation of the said returns, if ^ Method of pro- 
testing returns by 

any candidate should feel aggrieved at the result, he shall have a right candidates, 
to protest against the result as set forth in the promulgation, as herein- 
before provided for, by presenting a petition to the respective commit- 
tee ordering the said primary by filing with the chairman o( the ^id 
committee a written protest setting forth, clearly and distinctly, his 
grounds of protest That on the fifteenth day after the day of the hold- 
ing of tDe said primary election, at 12 o'clock noon, the respective com- 
mittee ordering said primary shall reconvene at the same place as it met 
when it ordered the said primary and proceed to immediately hear^ and 
determine said protest within three days, provided, however, that any 
candidate feeling aggrieved by the decision of the committee shall have 
the right to have same r«iviewed by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
and, provided, further, that he shall, within twenty-four hours after the 
decision of the committee, apply to said court, which shall issue a rule 
requiring the person declared by the committee to be the nominee of 
the party, to show cause, within forty-eight hours, why the action of the 
committee should not be reversed and set aside and the relief asked for 
granted, which rule shall be tried and decided, and the judgment there- 
on signed, either in open court or at chambers, within three days there- 
after. An appeal from such decision may be granted on simple motion 
without citation, and shall be heard on the original record and testi- 
mony and finally decided within five days from the rendition ^of the 
judgment of the court of first instance ; and should said case not be so 
finally decided on appeal within said delay, then the decision of said com- 
mittee shall be final and effective. 

In case any candidate should fail to receive a majority of the votes Second primary 
cast for the office for which he is a candidate, a second primary election 
shall be held, with the same election officers and at the same places as 
the first primary was held, four weeks from the date of the said first 
said primary ; the expenses of the second primary are to be boVne in the 
same manner as those of the first primary, hereinbefore provided for. 



At the sfecond primary election no one can be a candidate except Two highest 
the two persons who have received the highest number of votes at the participate, 
first primary election, for the office for which they were candidates. 
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The returns shall be made and the votes canvassed and compiled, and 
the results declared and promulgated as is hereinbefore provided for the 
\ first primary. 

Where one of In case of failure to elect because of the fact that no candidate re- 
the two candi- 
dates decUnes to celves a majority of the votes cast for the office for which he is a can- 
run again. 

^-^ didate, should one of the two persons receiving the highest number of 

votes decline to continue his candidacy, then the other who shall have 
received 1|he highest number of votes shall be declared to be the nominee 
of the party. 

Where tabula- That in ailelections, where returns are, by this act, provided to be 

tion of returns are , ^^^^.^^ . 

to be made by pro- made to the resmective chairmen of the respective committees ordering 
per committee. , , 

the said primary^ it shall be the duty of the said chairman, immediately 

upon receiving th^ said returns, to at once open the same and cause 
same to be tabulated and compiled, and at 12 o'clock noon on the third 
day after the primary, the said committee ordering same shall recon- 
vene at the same placd and the chairman thereof shall submit to it the 
tabulated statement showing the result of the said primary, together 
with the original returns received by him. 

Methods of pro- That any candidate f edling aggrieved at the result of the said pri- 

testing returns l>y ,, V 

candidates. mary shall then and there file his written protest setting forth in detail, 

clearly and distinctly, his grii^vances, and the committee shall immedi- 
ately proceed to hear and decide the same and proclaim the results of 
said prirhary, provided, however, that any candidate feeling aggrieved 
by the decision of the committed shall have the right to have same re- 
viewed by a court of competent 'jurisdiction, and the procedure, trial 
and appeal shall be the same as heVeinbefore provided for review of de- 
cisions rendered by committees in ri^lation to nomination of candidates 
for State officers. 

Second primary. That after the committee has ml^t and proclaimed the results as 

hereinbefore provided, and it shall be found that any candidate failed 
to receive a majority of the votes cast ipr the office for which he was 
a candidate, a second primary shall be hiild, with tb^e samj^, Section offi- 
cers and at the same places as the first primary was held, and on the* 
same date as the second primary for StatA officers or congressmen ; if 
there be no second primary for State officers or congressmen, or the 
first primary be held at a time when neither \state officers or congress- 
men shall be voted for, then the second primary shall be held fourteen 
days from date of the said first primary. TheXexpenses of the second 
primary shall be apportioned and paid for in the^same manner as those 
of the first primary, hereinbefore provided for. 

Two highest At the second primary election no one can lie a candidate except 

candidates only to 

participate. the two persons who have received the highest number of votes at the 
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first primary for the office for which they were candidates. The returns 
shall be made and the votes canvassed and compiled, and the results de- 
clared and promulgated, as hereinbefore provided for the first primary. 

The same provisions for withdrawals as applies to candidates in the where one of 
primaries for the United States Senator, members of the House of Rep- J^^^^'J^^^j^^'^'^^J^" 

resentatives in Conerress, Governor and other State officers, voted for ^^ ^^^ again. 

throughout the entire State and respective congressional districts, shall 

govern, in case any candidate at this primary desires to withdraw from 

the second primary. 

Section 26. Be it further enacted, etc.. The State Central Com- state central 
mittes and all other subordinate or local committees t>f all the political Subordinate coi^ 
parties coming within the provisions of this Act, as now constituted, are ted^felai^govern- 
hereby recognized as the legal committees and the governing authorities ^tkSTpartils^' 
of the said political parties* 

That the members thereof shall hold their offices as members of the 
said committees for the term for which they have been already elected. 

That they are authorized to make any rules and regulations for their 

government not in conflict with any provisions of this Act. That the 

State Central Committees of all political parties, as now constituted, 

shall direct and order how all subordinate or local committees shall be 

organized and constituted, fix their number, regulate their term of 

office, provided same shall not be for a longer term than four years, 

and the time of their election, provided, however, that the members of 

all committees shall be elected in a direct primary. 

That the State Central Committee of all political parties in this State g ^ a t e Central 

shall consist of one member from each parish and one member from Committee: how 

selected. 

each of the wards of the Parish of Orleans, and three members at large 
from each congressional^district to be voted for within their respective 
congressional districts, and shall be elected by the voters of the party 
at the same primary election held to nominate candidates for Governor 
and other State^ officers who are to be voted ^for throughout the entire 
State. 




e it further enacted, etc.. That no one who partici- participants in 



pates in the primary election 'of any political party, shall have the right pJ^^Sfded^'Tro* 



.[n_^ i.j.i 1 i_. _i 11 1 ^1 _•„!. J. primary election 

precluded from 

to participate in any primary election of any other political party, with othe^^nominations 
a view of nominating opposing candidates, nor shall be permitted to sign 
any nomination papers for any opt^osing candidate or candidates; nor 
shall he be permitted to be himself ^candidate in opposition to any one 
nominated at or through a primary election in which he took part. 

Section 28. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in the event that after where only one 
the date has passed on which candidates are allowed to enter and file So^rfmary nec^l 
their notification in any primary under this Act, it shall be found that^^^** 
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t. ere be but one candidate for any particular ofRce for which the pri- 
mary has been called, the respective committee ordering said primary 
shall then be immediately convened, and the person so entering and be- 
ing thus unopposed shall be declared to be the nominee of the party 
that has ordered said primary, for the particular office for which he has 
offered, without the necessity of holding a primary eh'ction for said 
office. 

How vacancies Section 29. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all vacancies caused 
shau^be fflied.^^^* by death, resignation or otherwise among the nominees selected by any 

political party, under the provisions of this Act, shall be filled by the 
committee which h^s jurisdiction over the calling and ordering of the 
said primary election. 

PoUce officer to Section 30. Be it further enacted, etc.. That it shall be the duty of 
ealjh^pomngpiace the chief executive officers of the police force of each city ot town, to 
in cities and to wns^^^.j ^^^ ^^j^^^ ^^^^j. ^j^^ gj^^^jj ^^ stationed at each polling place on 

the day of election, to preserve order and to protect each and all of said 
election officers from any interference with, or obstruction in the per- 
formance of their respective duties, and to aid in enforcing the provis- 
ions of law relating to elections, and said police officers so detailed, 
shall be subject to the orders of the commissioners of election only, and 
said police officer so detailed, shall not, under any circumstances, in- 
terfere with voters, or with the conduct of said election, or with 
the election officers or watchers, and shall be under the exclusive 
orders of the commissioners in charge of said poll from time of the 
opening of the polls to the completion of the count, and the said officer 
shall not be permitted to enter the barrier or railing at the polling place 
except for the purpose of casting his vote, or of executing orders and 
instructions given him by the Commissioners of Election. 

That all bar-rooms, cabarets and coffee-houses *and places where 

Barrooms with- ., - j • ^ i 

inonemiieofeiec- liquors are kept, withm one mile of any ward or precinct where an 
tion booth to be ^ , , , , i, i j • i j j • j.i j - 

closed on election election is being held, shall be and remain closed during the day of an 

election until twelve o'clock P. M., and no liquors shall be sold or given 
away on election day within the above specified limits. Commissioners 
of Election are hereby authorized to enforce this provision and to call 
upon and direct the police officers to discharge their full duties in every 
particular. 

Prohibiting the Whoever, in a polling place has in his possession any intoxicating 
SquSre'^^n'^poUiSI liquor, shall be deemed guilty of disorderly [conduct, and the commis- 
piaces. sioner shall order such person to remove such liquor, or to .withdraw 

himself from such place, and on his refusing or neglecting to obey such 

order, shall direct any police officer or other person present to take him 

om the place and confine him in some convenient place until the elec- 



s. 
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tion is completed. The person so refusing shall, for each such offense 
be punished as provided in Section 31 of this Act. 

Section 31. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any officer, (whether Penalty for any 

officer refusing to 

State, parochial or municipal), or any person or member of any commit- P^rforna *^ duty, 
tee, or any commissioner, clerk or special deputy of any political party 
coming under the provisions of this Act, who shall willfully refuse to 
perform any duty imposed upon him, by any of the provisions of this 
act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall 
be fined not less than $50.00 and not more than $500.00, and .be impris- 
oned for not less than two months and not more than one year in the 
parish jail, and shall be ineligible for four years to hold any office of 
trust or profit in this State. 

Section 32. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person offering to Penalty for 

tQflikl 1^ fir f ft 1 s 6 

vote, who shall, under oath administered by any of the commissioners answer, 
of such election, willfullv, untruly or falsely answer any pertinent ques- 
tion asked by any election commissioner, or make mis-statements, in- 
tended to mislead and to deceive the Commissicmers of Election, for the 
purpose of voting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided for in Section 31 of 
this Act. 

Section 33. Be it further enacted, etc.. That if any commissioner. Penalty for any 
clerk, or any other officer whatever, assisting or engaged in conducting dls&nediy ^SnS 
any election or charged with any duty in reference to any election, offlcia?du?y. ^^^ 
«ha]l designedly omit to do any official duty required by law ; or de- 
signedly do any illegal act in relation to any general or special primary 
election by which act or omission the votes taken at any such election 
in any district shall be lost, or the electors thereof shall be deprived of 
their suffrage at such election, or shall designedly do any act which 
shall render such election void, or shall be guilty of any corrupt conduct 
or partiality in his official capacity at such election, he shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished as 
provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

Section 34. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person who shall penalty for vot- 
vote or who shall offer to vote at any primary election held under this ^^ '^^<'®- 
Act, who has voted at the same or at any other precinct on the same 
day, and for the same purpose, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided for in Section 
31 ot this Act. 

Section 85. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any commissioner or Penalty for elec- 
tion oflBcer per- 

clerk at any primary election who shall knowingly permit any fraudu-mittingr fraudulent 

votingr. 

lent vote to be cast, or who shall knowingly receive or deposit in the 
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ballot box a ballot offered by any person not qualified to Vote, in that 
box and at that election, or by any person who has previously voted at 
such election, or who shall in any way knowingly procure any disquali- 
fied person to vote, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided for in Section 31 of 
this Act. 

Penalty for any Section 36. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person intrusted 
contravention or with the performance of any duty, under the provisions of this Act, 
Act* ^^° who, after he shall have consented, been sworn and begun to perform 

the same, willfully neglects or refuses to further perform such duty, or» 
who shall fraudulently act in contravention or violation of any of the 
provisions of this Act, or who^ performs or assists in any act, whether in 
voting, receiving or depositing ballots, or caring for the ballots or ballot 
boxes, or who shall willfully miscall, misread, or fail to call or read the 
name of any person whose name is voted on any ballot, or, who willfully 
enters on any tally sheet a greater or less number of votes for any per- 
son than such person actually received with intent to change the re- 
sult of said election, or to impair or improve the chances of election of 
any candidate, or who knowingly permits any illegal voting or fraud in 
any manner, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convic- 
tion thereof shall be punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

Penalty for Section 37. Be it further enacted, etc., That if any person shall at 

offering to give or ^ primary election herein provided for, or prior thereto, buy or sell 
receive a bnbe. ^ *' ^ «- » *- 

any vote, or give or offer to give anything of value, or, shall in any 
manner intimidate or attempt to intimidate, by any threat or promise, 
for the purpose of influencing any voter to cast his vote in favor of any 
person or question, or against any person or question j or if any person 
shall at such election for any pecuniary consideration, vote or offer to vote 
for anv particular person or question, or against any particular person 
or question, or in the real or supposed interest of any person or ques- 
tion, or, if any person shall, at, or prior to such election give or receive 
a bribe, reward or promiEe, which is given or received with the view, 
intention or expectation that the voter will be influenced thereby to 
cast his vote in any particular way, whether the vote be cast or not, or 
changed thereby or not ; or if any person shall at such election give or 
receive any consideration for voting or refraining from voting, such 
person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

Penalty for tarn- Section 38. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person who know-^ 
baUof box! ingly hands in two or more ballots folded together, or who adds or at- 

tempts to add any ballot to those legally and fairly polled, either by 
fraudulently introducing same into the ballot box before or after the: 
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l)allot3 are counted, or who adds to or mixes with the ballots lawfully 
cast, other ballots, while the votes are being counted or canvassed, or ac 
any other time, or at any time abstracts any ballots lawfully and fairly 
polled, with the intention to change the result of such election, or to 
change the count thereat in favor of or against any person voted for at 
such election, or carries away or destroys any tally sheets, ballots or 
l)allot boxes for the purpose of affecting the returns, or of breaking up 
or invalidating such election, or, who willfully detains, mutilates or 
destroys any such election returns, or in any manner interferes with the 
officers holding such election or conducting the canvass, or with the 
voters lawfully exercising their right of voting at such election or can- 
vass to be peaceably held and fairly conducted, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as 
provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

Section 39. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person who forges Penalty for 
or counterfeits returns of any primary election purporting to have been terfeiting returns' 
held at a precinct or designated polling place where no election was in 
fact held, or who substitutes forged or counterfeited returns of a pri- 
mary election in place of true returns where an election was actually 
lield, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished as provided for in Section 31 of this Act. 

m 

Section 40. Be it further enacted, etc.. That it shall be unlawful Penalty for any 
for any person or persons before or during the conduct of any election Saving offlciafba^ 
held under this Act, to have in his or their possession any official ballot, sion. ^ ^ 

and any one found in possession of suieh official ballots, except the proper 
legral custodians of same, shall be punished as provided for in Section 31 
of this Act. 

Section 41. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all laws or parts of 
laws in conflict with any of the provisions of this Act, be and the same 
are hereby repealed. 

J. W. HYAMS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. Y. SANDERS. 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved June 29th, 1906. 

NEWTON C. BLANCHARD, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy : 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 

Secretary of State. 



AMENDMENTS TO PRIMARY ELECTION LAW. 

I EXTRA SESSION 1907. 



ACT No. 21. 
By Mr. Keman. House Bill No. 24. 

AN ACT 

To amend Section 13 of Act No. 49, approved June 29th, 1906, 
known as the Primary Election Law and making an appro- 
priation to defray the State's proportion of the expenses in- 
curred in thie primary elections called to elect candidates 
to be voted for at the general State election to be held on 
the first Tuesday following the third Monday in April 1908. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana; That Section 13 of Act No. 49, approved 
June 29th, 1906, be and the same is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows : 

Section 13. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the expense of 
primary elections held under this Act shall be apportioned and 
defrayed as follows: 

(a). The expense of printing ballots and the fumishinsr qt^^^^V!}^^^^^ ^®»" 
the necessary stationery and other election supplies for the pense of prfntSg 
primary election in which candidates for United States senator, tiSn**of '^state"^- 
congressmen, governor and other State officers who are voted cers in primary. 
for throughout the entire State or congressional districts, and 
also other expenses necessary to the transmission and promul- 
gation of the returns, shall be paid by the State of Louisiana, 
in the same manner as for general elections; and the sum of 
Six thousand dollars f $6,000.00), or as much thereof as may be 
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any funds in the State 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated for the purpose of defrayincr 
snch expenses incurred in the primary elections called to be held 
to nominate candidates to be voted for at the general election on 
the Tuesday next followinsr the third Monday in April, 1908. 

fb). That the expenses of printine ballots and fumishini? 
the necessary stationery and other election supplies for the pri- Expenses of print- 
mary election in \^'hich candidates for all other offices are to be be^ paid^ by candi^ 
nominated, shall be paid by the candidates participating in said ^**^*- 
primary. 

(c). That the necessary expenses incidental to the holdiner 
and conducting of the said primary elections, such as payment 
nf commissioners and clerks of election, rent of polliner places, ciSfaa'to^be'pafd^by 
expenses of delivery of the ballot boxes and supplies to and j^^^^^'* ^^ municipai- 
from the polliner places, shall be borne by the respective 
parishes, cities, towns and villages, and the respective police 
juries and municipal authorities shall provide, by ordinance. 
for their payment. . 



(d). That any other actual expenses necessary and inci- 
other expenses dental to the calling and holding of the said primary election 
pa y can a es. ^^^^^i be borne by the candidates participating therein. 

(e). That the respective committees authorized under the 
Act to call the primary elections, sha,ll, by resolution adopted 
at the same meeting at which they called said primary, fix the 
as8esraient^o?'^can%ums asscssed against each candidate for the purpose of defray- 
of^primaiT^ expense ^^^ ^-jj^ actual expenses to be borne by him as hereinabove pro- 
vided for, and the amount so fixed and assesed shall be paid by 
the candidate at the time of filing his written notification of 
candidacy. Failure to make payment as herein provided will 
debar any such candidate from having his name plak»ed on the 
ofiicial ballot for such primary election, provided, that such 
amount as shall remain unexpended in said primary election 
shall be returned to the various candidates in proportion to the 
amount contributed by them. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, etc.. That nothing in this 

Nominations ai- Act shall effect in any manner the nominations, or notices of 

stana "^^^^ *^ nomination, or, any act done by any of the committees of the 

respective parties prior, to its enactment nor shall it effect in 
any manner the rierhts of any candidates who may have entered 
under the terms and provisions of this Act. 

J. W. HTAMS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

3r. T. SANDERS, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved December 3, 1907. 

NEWTON C. BLANCHARD, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy: 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 

Secretary of State. 



ACT NO. 27. 

By Mr. Butler. House Bill No. 39. 

AN ACT 

To amend and re-enact Section 23 of Act No. 49 of the Acts of 
1906. entitled an Av^t. To provide for callinsr, holdiner, con- 
'duetiner and resrulatingr of primary elections; to nrovide that 
it shall be compulsory that all nominations to be made by 
any political party for candidates for the office of United 
States Senator. meTnbers of the House of Renresentatives in 
Conerress, all State, district and narochial officers, members 
of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Louisiana, and of city and ward officers in all cities, towns/ 
and villa^res shall be made bv a direct primary-, to define 
the term political party nndor this Act: to prescribe the 
qualifications of electors participating in and ca.n4i<Jates for 
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Each poll shall 



iiomniatiou to be voted ior at said primary election; to pre- 
;:»criue tue number and manner ot choosing commissioners 
vvno shall preside over amd conduct said election; to pro- 
vide the time and maimer of V3onducting said primary elec- 
tion; to provide tor the defraying the expenses oi: said pri- 
mary election; to provide the duties of oihcers to wnom re- 
turns are to be made ; to prescribe what are olienses against, 
and to provide penalties ior violations thereol:, and to re- 
peal ail laws or parts of laws in conflict therewith. 

(Section 1. Be li enacted by the General Assembly of the 
btate of JLiOUisiana. ihat Section 23 of Act No. 49 of the Acts oi 
i^ob^ be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

;Section 23. Be it further enacted, etc.. That each poll shall 
be presided over by three commissioners of election, and at eaoh gioners^^an/^"hiee 
pou there shall be two clerks. cierk*. 

i-he said commissioners shall be selected as hereinafter pro- 
vided, and shall be commissioned in each parish by the chairman 
of the respective parish committee for such parish. In case oi 
tne absence, inability or refusal of such chairman to act, they 
shall be commissioned by the vi^^e chairman. These election ofti- 
cers shall possess the same qualihcations as required of the voters 
at the polls at which they shall preside, and said commisssioners, 
clerks and special deputy sheritlis shall receive the same compen- 
sation as is paid to commissioners of election at elections held 
under the general election laws of the State. 

The commissioners of election shall be selected as follows, 
to wit: 

That in any election held under this Act, that each and 
every local candidate in each parish in this State, shall submit to 
the respective parish committee of said parish at least fifteen Method of seio< i 
days prior to the date on which any primary election is to be *°^ commissioners, 
held under this Act, the name of one duly qualified voter to act 
as a commissioner of election, for each and every voting precinct 
in said parish, should there be five or more local candidates. 
Should there be three loeal candidates in any election held under 
this act, each and every local candidate in each parish in this 
State, shall submit to the respective parish committee of said 
parish at the time specified above, the names of two duly qual- 
ified voters to act as commissioners of election for each and every 
voting precinct in said parish. Should three be but two local 
candidates in any election held under this a^et, each and every 
local candidate in each parish in this State, shall submit to the 
respective parish committee of said parish at the time specified 
above, the names of three duly qualified voters to act as com- 
missioners of election for each and every voting precinct in said 
parish. Should there be four local candidates in any election 
hejd nnder this a\jt, each and every local candidate in each par- 
ish in this State, shall submit to the respective parish committee 
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oi said pari»ii at tiie tune speciiied abovt;, Liie names of two duly 
quauJtiea voters to act as comnnssioners oJt eiectiou Jtor eacJi auci 
every voting precinct in said parisii. 

In the event that tnere are tour local candidates^ the tirst oi 

the names so furnished by each local candidate shall be submit- 

'^*™®' ted for the drawing as Hereinafter provided, and under said 

drawing, three names shall be drawn, and these three shall act as 
the commissioners of election. The remaining name shall be 
named as one of the clerks of election. A second drawing shall 
then be made from the other four names furnished by the said 
local candidates and from these four, one name shall be drawn, 
as hereinafter provided, and he together with the first men- 
tioned name shall act as the clerks of election, and the remain- 
ing names shall be commissioned as watchers. 

That fourteen days prior to the date on which the primary 
*™^ election is to be held, at Twelve 'Clock Noon, the respective 

parish committees in each parish throughout the State, shall be 
regularly convened and they shall proceed to select, from the 
various names submitted to them by the candidates, as afore- 
said, three commissioners of election to preside over the ejection 
at each and every voting precinct in the said parish, and two 
clerks in the following manner to wit : 

The said parish committee shall, except as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, take the names submitted to them for each particular pre- 
s*™«- V3inct by the candidates aforesaid, write each name so submit- 

ted on a separate piece of white paper, of equal and uniform size, 
and place the various slips, so made up, in a hat or other recepta- 
cle without folding them ; the committee shall select some person 
to draw five of said slips, so placed in the hat or other receptacle, 
and the persons whose names are written on the first of three slips 
so selected shall be the commissioners of election to preside over 
the particular voting precinct, and the other two shallbe the clerks 
of election, and the balanvje of the names remaining undrawn 
shall be commissioned as watchers, and shall have the authority 
and powers conferred on watchers by the general election law; 
that the person selected to draw the said five slips from the hat 
or other receptable shall be blindfolded at the time of and dur- 
ing the drawing; that the drawing shall be public and in the 
presence of the committee and such spectators as may desire to 
be present, and said drawing must be done at the court house, 
in each and every parish of the State, and ip the City of New 
Orleans, at the Civil District Court. 

That the commissioners and clerks of election for each pre- 

cierkg to be cinct shall be drawn separately, that is, one precinct at. a time 

drawn separately. ^^^.^ ^^ commissioners and clerks of election for each and every 

precinct in the parish have been thus selected. 

In the event that at any primary election held to nominate 

Where there are candidates for State offices, district offices and Congress there 

no local candidates, should be no lo<eal officers to be nominated at the same time, the 



"Local candidate" 
defined. 



Method of select- 
commissioners 



lefipective candidateii ior the btate ofdces^ district oiiices or Con- 
^rkiaa isHaii send in to Uie various parish, committees trie name 
ot one or more auiy quaiiHed voters under this Act, ior eacii 
and every precinct in t^e parish, as is hereinbefore provided loi 
local candidates to do, and the commissioners of election ana 
clerks shall be drawn in the same manner from these names an 
hereinbefore provided in this section. 

That tne term "local candidate'' used herein, in this section, 
lis denned to oe any canaidaie lor either JbLouse of the (ieneral Ab- 
htiUiOiy or lor any parish or municipal olhce, except those of jus- 
tjce oi the peace or constable. 

Xn case no commissioners of election or clerks shall have been 
selected, or ii none of those wno have been selected be present 
within one hour alter the time hxed for the opening of tne poll, 
the voters of the party holding the primary, present at such pre- j^^^ 
cmct, shall hold a meeting and elect the commissioners to pre- and clerks, 
side at the election who shall perform all duties of the regularly 
selected commissioners and clerks. 

^Should any one of the commissioners selected be present, he 
shall select another, and both together shall select a third and 
two clerks as above provided^ the commissioners so selected shall 
take the oath and perform all the duties of commissioners of elec- 
tion in the same manner as ii they had been selected as herein- 
before provided. 

Before entering upon the discharge of their duties the v3om- 
missioners of election shall swear each other, and the clerks, to 
faithfully, honestly aild impartially conduct the election. 

The same power and authority vested in every commissioner 
by the general election laws of the State is hereby conferred 
upon the commissioners conducting any primary election under 
this Act. It shall be the duty of the commissioners and the clerks, 
at eavsli polling place, to keep triplicate lists of the persons voting 
at such voting place, which lists shall be numbered consecutively 
from one to the end, and such lists so kept and numbered shall 
be signed and sworn to as correct, by them, immediately upon 
closing the polls, and before opening the ballot boxes. One of 
the lists shall be deposited in the ballot box, with the ballots 
after the count has been made, one shall be transmitted, with the 
returns, to the Secretary of State in primary elections held for 
United States Senators, Congressmen, and State officers who are 
voted for throughout the State, and one to the respective chair- 
man of the various parish committees, in cases where parochial 
offices are being voted for ; and, in all other primary elections, to 
the respective chairmen of the committees ordering the primary 
election. 

Immediately after the closing of the polls and the signing 
and swearing to the poll lists, the commissioners shall proceed to 
publicly canvass the votes; they shall make tally sheets in quad- lyTheetV to be kept. 
mplicate and shall tabulate the votes, and sign the same and 



Oath to be taken. 



Triplicate poll 

lists to be made. 



Quadruplicate tal- 






I swear to their correctness, and publicly announH^e the results to 

I • txic uybiciiiiibrs. 

±ne relLuns in aii yrxLLnxiy eieclionb biiaU be made 'dn ioi- 
' lows: 

j m prunary elections held lor United States Senators, Vu^- 

j grcssinen ana Kbtate ollicers voted for tnrougnout the entire Statu, 

I iii±(X respective congressional districts, commissioners of election 

I be^a^e,^ u^°r. ^Sen' ^^^^^ deposit one ox tiic tally slieets and one of the polls lists, 

: ators. Congressman signed ana sworn to as iiereuiDetore provided," m the ballot box, 

ana one of the poll lists and taUy sheets, signed and sworn to as 
nereinaDove provided, shall be placed m a sealed envelope di- 
rected to tile becretary of btate at Baton Kouge, La. and the other 
poll list and one tally sbeet similarly signed and sworn to shall 
ue placed in a sealed envelope directed to the respective Vihair- 
man of tne various parish committees, in cases where parochial 
ollices are being voted for and, in all other cases, to the chairman 
of the committee ordermg the primary election ; and the fourth 
tally sheet shall be placed in a sealed envelope directed to the 
/ chairman of the State Central Committee of the party holding 

the primary election who shall deliver same to the State Central 
Committee for its inspection if necessary, when it meets to de- 
clare the result of the election as hereinafter provided and the 
packages addressed to the Secretary of State and the Chairman 
of the State Central Committee shall be forwarded to them imme- 
diately through the United States mails. 

In all other elections held under this Act, the returns shall 

be made as hereinbefore provided, except that the tally sheets ana 

In all other eiec- poll lists, hereinbefore required to be forwarded to the Secretary 

- **°°*' of State and Chairman of the State Central Committee, shall 

be placed in sealed packages addressed to the chairman of the 
respective committees ordering the said primary and the Clerk 
of Court of the Parish in which said election is held, and be de- 
livered to them, or their accredited representatives, in person, by 
the commissioners of elections. 

In any year when other offiieers, district, parochial, ward or 
Separate returns municipal are to be nominated at the same time and at the same 
ioca?\nd*state^eie" Polling places as United States Senators, Congressmen, Qoverii- 
tions_ are held to- or and Other State officers who are to be voted for throughout the 

entire State or Congressional districts, the triplicate poll list and 
the tally sheets herein provided to be made, for such district, 
ward, parochial or municipal officers shall be separate from those 
for United States Senator, Congressmen, Governor and other 
State officers, and same shall be delivered respectively, one in 
ballot box, one to the Secretary of State and one to the chairmen 
of the respective committees ordering the distriiet, parochial, 
ward or municipal election as aforesaid, and when district, ward, 
parochial or municipal officers are to be nominated as aforesaid, 
at the same time as United States Senators, Cono^ressmen, Gov- 
ernor and other State officers, there shall be separate ballot boxes, 
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one for the purpose of depositing the ballots cast for said Unitetl 
States Senators, Congressmen, Governor and other State officers. 
and one for depositing said district, parochial, ward and munici 
pal ballots. 

The ballot boxes containing the ballots, poll list and tally 
sheet shall be carefully sealed after the count shall have been 
completed and the returns signed and sworn to, shaU be deposited be^*deposi?ed ***witn 
with the respective clerks of the distrivjt courts throughout the ^»erks of court. 
State, and in the Parish of Orleans, with the Clerk of the Crimi- 
nal District Court, by the commissioners of election. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That all laws and 
parts of laws in conflict herewith be and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 

J. W. HYAMS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. T. SANDERS, 
Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved December 4, 1907. 

NEWTON C. BLANCHARD, 
Gtovemor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy : 

JOHN T. MICHEL, 
Secretary of State. 
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KLECTION LAW. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA. 



Act No. 152 of 1898, as amended by Act No. 132 of 1900. 



AN ACT 

t* To prf^serve the purity of the ballot regulating the maoner of 
holding and conducting elections; by providing an offi- 
cial form of ballot; by prescribing the time and method 
in which nominations shall be made and certified; for^ 
providing for the division of parishes, cities and towns 
into convenient election precincts; by providing for the 
appointment of officers to conduct such elections and de- 
lining their duties; by prescribing the manner in which 
the votes of electors shall be taken,, and the count and 
returns thereof made; by providing for the punishment of 
Molations of this law, and repealing all laws in conflict 
with the same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Bauots to be fur- 
State of Louisiana, That all ballots cast in all elections except peifse*of uie*" 

State, 

SLB hereinafter provided, and for delegates to iany constitu- 
tional convention, or upon amendments i>roposed to the Con- 
stitution after the first day of November, in the year eighteen 
hundred and ninety-six. shall be printed and distributed at 
public expense as hereinafter provided. The printing of the 
ballots, tally sheets and cards of instruction to voters and 
their distribution, shall be paid for by the State. 

Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not apply provisions of 

M ••111* -J. 1. -ii. g, t this act Sihall not 

to municipal elections in towns having a population of less apply to municipal 
than i!;500 inhabitants or to any election for purposes other of less than 2.500 

inhabitants. 

than the election of public officers, except elections upon propo- 
sitions to amend the Constitution. 

Provided further. That in elections not hereinabove pro- in such elections 
vided for the ballots and other election supplies, etc., shall be to1)e fum^shed'by 

^ -Lji-ii-r-* i«r>. . -^, . , t^® Board of Su- 

furnisned by the Board of Supervisors of Election, at the ex- pervisors at the 

' expense of the 

pense of the Parish within which the Election is to be held. parish. 
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Qenerar.exejjn.;.-* .SiPe.. 2. .Be ibiurtlier enacted, etc., That the general elec- 

lion. •'",•••.•••• 'T '• •» • 

*tion foryta^^*a*nd»parish officers shall be held once every four 

years, on the first Tuesday next following the third Monday 

of April. 

Elections: man- S<?c. 3. Be it further enacted, etc., That all officers, the 

place of holding time and place of whose election is not otherwise provided for 

same. 

by law, shall be elected at the time and places provided by 
law for the election of Senators and Representatives. 

Notice of elec- That IS shall be the duty of the Governor, at least thirty 

days before every general election to issue his proclamation 
giving notice thereof which shall be published in the official 
journal. 

Notice by Board ^^^^ Boacd of Supcrvisors of election of each parish shall 
of Supervisors. ^-^^ fifteen days' notice of every general election by advertise- 
ment in the official journal of their parish, if there be one, 
and by posting at four public places in the parish if there be 
no official journal in said parish. But no default by the Gov- 
ernor or parish board of supervisors of election to issue said 
proclamation shall deprive the people of their rights to hold 

* 

an election as fixed by law, or vitiate said election when held. 
, , ^ Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That when the seat of 

Vacancies in the ' ' 

Sy?**^^ ^^^^™' ^^y Senator or Representative becomes vacant and there shall 

be a session of the General Assembly before the next general 
election, it shall be the duty of the Governor within five day» 
after being officialy notified of such vacancy, to issue his writ 
of election, directed to the proper supervisors of election^ 
whose duty it shall be within three days after its receipt, to 
give public notice that an election will be held to fill such va- 
cancv on a date to be named bv them, which shall not be less 
than eight nor more than fifteen days after the publication 
of such notice, such election shall be conducted and the re- 
turns thereof made in the manner required by law for general 
elections. 
_,, ^, , S^c. 5. Be it further enacted, etc., In every year in whieli 

Election for ' '. *^ *^ 

^ent^^and' vilfe ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ clcctors of President and Vice 
President, President, said elections shall be held on the first Tuesday next 

following the first Monday in November, 1900, and every four 
years thereafter and are to be conducted and the returns made 
in the same manner as herein provided for general elections. 
The Secretary of State, or in case of a vacancy in that office^ 



Ibe State Auditor, shall ascertain from the returns the per- 
sons who receive the {greatest number of votes actually cast; 
and the Governor shall issue a certificate of election to the 
said persons aud they shall be authorised to cast the vote of 
the State for 'the President and Vice President- 
All general elections for Representatives in Congress Representativei 
shall he held on the first Tuesday next following the first Mon- 
day in November, 1898, and every two years thereafter, and 
shall be conducted in the same manner as elections for Rep- 
resentatives in the General Assembly. 

See. (>. Be it further enacted, etc.. In case of vacancy in ^c^ oTnepre^St^ 
said office of Representatives in Congress, between the general *^*if " ^ ^*^°" 
election, it shall be the duty of the Governor by proclamation, 
to canse an election to be held according to law, to fill such 
vacancy. Elections shall be held in the precincts and at the 
pollinjr places hereinafter defined, and herein below directed 
to be established. 

Bee. 7. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in all elections by ^ Peiroiis havinsr 
the people, the person or persons having the highest number <>««J»r«^ elected, 
of votes, shall be deemed and declared to be elected; but no 
person receiving the same number of votes shall be deemed to 
be elected if thereby, a greater number would be elected than 
required by law. The election for such officers thus not elected 
shall be returned to the people, public notice of ten days to 
be first given in the same manner an for a general election. 

Sec. 8. Be it farther enacted, etc., That all elections shall saeetions to be 

completed in one 

be completed in one day, and the polls shall be kept open at day. 
each polling place from the hour of six o'clock in the fore- 
noon until seven o'clock in the afternoon. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, etc., That the days upon Section days to 

be Icfiral liolidavs 

which a general or local election shall hereafter be held under 
this Act, shall, for all purposes whatever, be legal holidays 
in the localities where the elections are held. 

^c. 10. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the Manner of pre- 
serving order at 

duty of the chief executive ofticers of the police force of each p^i""*^ places, 
city or town, to detail a sufficient number of police officers who 
shall be stationed at each polling place on the day of the elec- 
tion, to preserve order and to protect each and all of said elec- 
tion officers from any interference with, or obstructions in the 
performance of their respective duties, and to aid in enforcing 



the provisions of law relating to elections, and said police offi- 
cers so detailed, shall be subject to the orders of the Commis- 
sioner of Election. 
Board of Super- Sec, 11. Be it further enacted, etc., That in all parishes, 

Tisors of &eotioB ; » , - oi . * 

iiow consututed. the parish of Orleans excepted, the Board of Supervisors of 

election of each parish shall consist of three persons, viz.: the 
Assessor and Registrar of Voters of each parish, one elected by 
the Police Jury, and one appointed by the Governor who shall 
be president of the board. That in the parish of Orleans the 
Board of Supervisors of election shall consist of three mem- 

^ bers as follows: one appointed by the Governor who shall be 

president of the Board, one to be the Registrar of Voters of the 
parish of Orleans, and the other to be the Civil Sheriff. 

saeotion omcers. '^^^ Several Boards of Supervisors, the parish of Orleans 

excepted, shall, at least thirty days before an election, appoint 
t^B election officers for each voting precinct, three commission- 
ers of election and one clerk. Such officers shall be qualified 
voters in the ward of w^hich said precinct forms a part and 
men of good repute and standing. The commissioners shall 
be so apportioned as that not more than two of said commis- 
sioners shall be of the same political party. 
Duty 0/ Board of ^^C- l^- ^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That in the parish of 

feantrSectf^^o'f Orleans it shall be the duty of the Board of Supervisors at 

least thirty days prior to any election to appoint three com- 
missioners and one clerk to preside over the election at each 
polling precinct. Said commissioners shall be qualified voters 
in the ward of which such polling precincts form part, and 
shall be appointed from lists to contain not less than six 
names, furnished by each of the several political parties and 
nominating bodies. The commissioners shall be so appor 
tioned as to equally represent all the political parties author- 
ized under this act to make nominations in so far as prac- 
ticable. 
Manner of ap- ^^^' 1^' ^^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That each of the sev- 

St^^S^ciT^poufnl era! political parties (or nominating bodies) having candidates 

dutfes.**^ *^ ^ ^ (upon the official ballot) shall be entitled to one watcher in 

each voting precinct, and said watchers shall be appointed for 
each election by the several political parties (or nominating; 
bodies) and shall be commissioned by the Board of Super- 
visors. Said watchers shall remain without 4:he (guard rail) 
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during the polling of the vote, except when casting their indi- 
vidnal voteSj and shall not be permitted to electioneer, engage 
in any political discussions, or in any manner interfere with, 
detain or obstruct anv voters. Said watchers shall be al- 
lowed to enter (the space within the guard rail) only after the 
closing of the polls, and there remain thereafter, within (said 
guard rail) during the canvass and count of the vote. Watchers 
shall take no part in such canvass and count, nor have any 
voice in the conduct thereof. 

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, etc.» That the Commis- ,P»y of Gommis- 
sioner^s of Election shall attend at the times and places desig- 
nated in their respective precincts, at all elections. The com- 
missioners and clerks shall receive three dollars for each day's 
actual service and the deputy sheriflfs attending the election 
shall receive five dollars and no mileage for each day's actual 

service not exceeding three days, to be paid by the parish or 
municipality. 

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, etc.. That commissioners ^TifJI®'?' ^??^ 

' ' miBsioners to 

shall possess full authority to maintain regularity and order ™**°^**" ^^'^^^ 
and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during an 
election and during the canvass of the votes after the closing 
of the i>olls, and shall have full authority to preserve the 
peace and good order at and around the polling place, and 
keep access thereto, open and unobstructed, and may require 
any police officers constables or other persons present to com- 
municate their orders and directions, and to assist in the per- 
formanre of the duties in this section enjoined. 

Sec. 16. Be ib further enacted, etc., That the Commis- Power to com- 

' ' mit to prison dis- 

sionere of Election shall i)reserve order and decorum at elee- o^a^'^y persons, 
tions and shall have power to commit to prison any disorderly 
persons for a time not to extend beyond the hour of closing the 
polls, provided that said person shall be permitted to vote be- 
fore being committed to prison. 

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, etc., That the canvass and canvass and 
count of the ballots, as provided in this act, shall be begun im- ^'^"^ 
mediately upon the closing of the polls, and shall be pro- 
rr Piled with, without interruption or delay, until completed, 
during all the count, three tally sheets shall be kept thereof, 
the said tally sheets shall have the tallies marked in red lines 
from the beginning to ihe erd of the page and the total number 
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of tallies shall be written in figures immediately after the end 
of the tally, and in letters so as to prevent any alteration 
thereof. Any commissioner or other person who shall inter- 
fere with, delay or attempt to delay the count of the ballots, 
shall be guilty of a felony, and punished as provided for in 
Section 44, of this act and any person who shall steal or at- 
tempt to steal, or aid or ab€»t in stealing the ballot box, bal- 
lots, tally sheets, poll lists or other apparatus or papers of the 
election, shall be deemed guilty of a felony and punished as 
provided in Section 44, of this Act. 
Commissioiie s Sec. 18. Be it further enacted, etc., That prior to the pub- 

not to make stal^' 

mentofnumberof lie declaration of the vote at an election, which shall be made 

ballots, votes. ' 

pu^biuf deciaini^ ^* ^^^^ precinct as soon as the count has been completed, no 
tionof the result, statements shall be made by any commissioner, of the number 

of ballots cast, the number of voters present, the number of 
votes given for any person or for any officer, the name of any 
person which has been voted on, or of any other fact tending 
to show the state of the polls. Any commissioner who vio- 
lates any of the provisions of this act shall be punished as pro- 
vided for in Section 44, of this act, but no such violation shall 
in any way invalidate any returns of the votes cast, duly made 
by the commissioners, or effect the title of any person who is 
duly declared to be elected to any office. 
Penalty for false Any election Commissioner who intentionally makes or 

attempts to make a false canvass of the ballots cast, or any 
false return of the i-esulL of any election, or any person who 
'T duces, or attempts to induce, any such commissioner so to 
do, shall be deemed guilty of a felony and, upon conviction 
.' thereof, shall be punished as provided in Section 44, of this 
act, and shall be fuii:her disqualified from voting at any elec- 
tion or holding any office of honor, trust or profit in this State. 
Penalty for de- ^^- ^^- ^^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That every Commis- 
atin? w^ ei^Sw sioucr of election, or other officer or person having the cus- 
tody of any record or register of votes or copy thereof, oath, 
return of votes, certificates, poll list, or any paper, document 
or evidence of any description in this act directed to be made^ 
filed or preserved, who is guilty of stealing, wilfully destroy- 
ing, mutilating, defacing, falsifying or fraudulently removing 
or secreting the whole or any part thereof, or who shall fraud- 
r]'/n(i\ r^.Ue any extra entr}^, erasure or alteration therein, 



exeeiJt as allowed and directed by the provisions of this act, 
or who permits any other person so to do, shall be gnilty of 
a feiony, and, upon conviction thereof, be punished in ac- 
cordance with Section 44 of this act. And every person, not 
an officer, who is gnilty of any of the aforesaid acts, or who 
advises, procures or abets the commission of the same, or any 
of them shall upon conviction thereof, be punished in accord- 
ance with Section 44, of this act. 

Sec. 20. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all bar-rooms, Bar-rooms with 

in one mile of po U 

cabarets and coffee-houses and places where liquors are kept, JlJ^ge^^***^^ *° 
within one mile of any ward or precinct where an election is 
being held, shall be and remain closed during the day of an 
election until twelve o'clock p. m., and no liquors shall be sold 
or given away on election day within the above specified lim- 
its. Commissioners of election are hereby authorized to en- 
force this provision and to call upon and direct the police offi- 
cers to discharge their fnll duties in every particular. 

Whoever, in a polling place has in his possession any in- Penalty for hav- 

ine intoxicating: 

toxicating liquor, shall be deemed guilty of disorderly conduct, JJq«or in polling 
and the Commissioner shall order such person to remove such 
liquor, or to withdraw himself from such place, and on his re- 
fusing or neglecting to obey such order, shall direct any police 
officer or other person present, to take him from the place and 
confine him in some convenient place until the election is com- 
jileted. The person so refusing shall, for every such offense, 
be i)unished as provided in Section 44, of this Act. 

See-. 21. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the Duplicate voters, 
duty of the commissioners at each polling place to keep dupli- 
cate lists of the persons voting at such polling place, which 
lists shall be numbered from one to the end; and said lists so 
to bo Isept and numbered as aforesaid, shall be signed and 
sworn to as correct by them immediately upon closing the 
polls and before leaving the place or opening the ballot box. 
As soon as the votes have been counted and the envelopes 
sealed, as herein provided, the official tally sheet or sheets Taiiy sheets and 

i_ 11 I. • J J X 1- j^i . . , ^^ compiled ^tate- 

shall be signed and sworn to by the commissioners, and the ment of voters. 
said officers shall make triplicate compiled statements of the 
number of votes c«nst for each candidate for National, State 
parochial or municipal offices, and the offices for which they 
were voted, the number of ballots contained in the box, the 
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iiumb*»r of ballots rejected, and the reasons therefor. These 
compiled statements shall also be sworn to by the said com- 
missioners the oath to be administered by the deputy sheriff, 
or onf* of the commissioners, or by any qualified voter. One 
of the aforesaid tally sheets, together with the poll books and 
one of the said compiled statements shall be delivered to the 
Board of Supervisors of each parish. 
Returns to be The Commissioners of Election shall forward to the Sec- 
secretary of retary of State one of the compiled statements of the vote at 

State by commis- 

goners of el ec- their respective boxes or poUinj? places, with tlie name or 

names of the oanuidales voted for, one tally sheet and one of 
the duplicate poll-lists, which returns of the Commissioners 
shall be retained by the Secretary of State for at least six 
months. 
To the Clerk of The third tally sheet, together with ballots and a poll list 

of the persons voting, shall be retunied to the ballot box^ 
which shall thereupon be sealed by the said Commissioners^ 

and the said ballot box containing the ballot^ and t^.lly sheets 

and poll lists, as aforesaid, shall be delivered to the clerk of 

court 1o be by him safely preserved for a i>eriod of six months. 

Tht^: Board of Supervisors of each parish shall, within 

Compilation by 

the Board of su- three davs after the closing of the polls, repair to the court- 

pervlsors and their - r' i 7 r 

retary of st^afe^^ house of the paHsh and there, in the presence of at least three 

voters, and as many others as may desire to be present make 
a true compiled statement as shown by the face of the sworn 
returns of the Commissioners in triplicate, of the result of said 
election, and make public proclamation of such result, which 
compiled statement shall be sworn to before some other offi- 
cer competent to administer an oath. 

One of the said triplicate compiled statements shall be 

forwarded to the Secretary of State, one to the clerk of the 

District Court, and the third shall be retained by said Board 

of Supervisors. 

se arate state- '^^^ Board of Supervisors shall make out a separate com- 

Qov^e'rno'?"an*d pil^d Statement of the vote for Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 

•roSi^***^* ^^^' ernor, which shall be sworn to before some officers competent 

to administer oath, and this compiled statement, sealed in 
a separate envelope and properly marked and attested by the 
Board of Supervisors, shall be transmitted to the Secretary 
of State, and shall constitute the returns contemplated by Ar- 



tide 02, of the Constitution. Any Board of Supervisors or 
any member thereof who shall fraudulently and intentionally 
R'ake a false or. incorrect compiled statement as above pro- 
Tided of the said vote shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and, 
•Ti conviction thereof, shall b^ punished by imprisonment at 
bard labor for not less than two nor more than five years. 

Pec. 22. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the Transmission of 
duty of the Commissioners themselves, of at least two of them, o^f "™ urt alfd 

Board of Super- 

to carry returns and ballot boxes to the Board of Supervisors visors, 
ard Cl^k of Court, as required by law; and it shall be the duty 
•f the sheriff to have at each polling place one deputy sheriff, 
whose duty it shall be to obey orders of the said officers of 
election and attend the transmission of the ballot boxes and 
returns to the Board of Supervisors and Clerk of Court. 

Sec. 23. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Clerk of the Baiiot boxes to 

be received anjcl 

Court shall receive the boxes containinff the ballots cast at kept by cierk of 

^ Court. 

any election, and the other papers herein provided for sealed 
as herein above provided and shall retain them in his care for 
six months, and as soon as may be thereafter said officer shall 
cause the ballots to be destroyed without examining them or 
permitting then) to be examined by any person whatsoever, 
and shall make an entry in the records of his office that they 
have been so destroyed. 

Sec. 24. Be it further enacted, etc.. That it shall be the compuation and 
duty of the Secretarv of State, or in default, the Auditor, not returns by secre- 

' ' tary of state. 

less than ten nor more than twenty days after the day of hold- 
ing an election to compile the returns transmitted by the 
Br ard of Supervisors of each parish and publish in the official 
journal the names of all the candidates voted for, and the 
number of votes actually cast for each, as shown by the re- 
turns and to declare the person receiving the greatest number 
of votes cast for the office for which such person was a candi- 
date, to have been duly elected. If the Secretary of State or 
A uditor, should wilfully neglect or refuse to compile the re- 
turns of the election and publish the result as above provided 
for, or if he should wilfully neglect or refuse to count any 
vot(^, as shown by the returns or should erase, alter in any 
manner or change any return, he shall be deemed guilty of a 
felony, and uyK)n conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine 
not less than one thousand (?1,000) dollars and by imprison- 
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ment at hard labor for not less than seven, nor more than ten 
years. 
Commissions to Scc. 25. Be it further enacted, etc., That is shall be the 

be issued by the - i >-m 

Governor to offl- dutv of the Governor not less than thirty days after each fen- 
cers elected. * 4/ o 

eral election, to issue commissions to all otficers shown by the 
compilations of the returns as above provided for, to have been 
elected except Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or members of 
the General Assembly. 
Compilation of Scc. 20. Be it further enacted, etc., That as soon as pos- 

retums for Repre- ' ' ^ 

Iress.**^^* ^"^ ^*^^' sible, after the expiration of the time for making the returns 

of the election for representative in Congress, the Governor, 
jointly with^ the Secretary of State and the Attorney General, 
shall proceed to ascertain the number of votes cast for each 
candidate for Representative in Congress as shown by the re- 
turns received by the Secretary of State in the form of prop- 
erly attested compiled statements from the Board of Super- 
visors of each, parish in the respective congressional districts, 
The Secretary of State shall enter on record a certificate show- 
ing the persons who received the greatest number of votes 
actually cast for representative in Congress in each congress- 
ional district. This certificate shall be signed by the Gover- 
nor and one copy thereof, signed as aforesaid, shall be deliv- 
ered to the person thus ascertained to have been elected, and 
another copy transmitted to the Hou^se of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States, directed to the clerk 
thereof. 
Transmission of Sec. 27. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the 

election to Clerk duty of the Secretary of State to transmit to the Clerk of the 

of the House of "^ ' 

Representatives. House of Reresentatives and Secretary of the Senate resT)ec- 

and Secretary of */ ^ 

the Senate. tively of the last General Assembly, the list of the names of 

such persons as according to the returns as shall have been 
elected to either branch of the General Assembly as shown by 
the returns. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Senate and 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, to enter upon the rolls 
of the Senate and of the House respectively the names of per- 
sons duly elected to represent the respective parishes and Sen- 
atorial districts. And those Representatives and Senators 
whoso names are placed by the Clerk and Secretary respec- 
tively, in accordance with the foregoing provisions, and no 



11 

others shall be competent to organize the House of Repre- 
sentatiyes or Senate. 

Sec. 28. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the various tiS*ete\^J|\|n^ 
Boards of Supervisors shall provide and send to the commis- p^ectnct!" ^^^'^^^ 
sioners of each precinct before time fixed herein for the open- 
ing of the polls on the day of any election, the ballot boxes 
and tickets required by law to be used. At the opening of the 
poll in each precinct, and before any ballots are received, the 
ballot boxes shall be publicly opened and shown to be empty, 
and the commissioners shall by personal examination, ascer- 
tain that the same is empty, after which the box shall immedi- 
ately be locked or fastened, and the key delivered to the deputy 
sheriff attendant. The ballot box shall not be removed from 

public view after it is so shown to be empty until all ballots 
have been removed therefrom and the box has been relocked or 
sealed. No ballot shall be removed from the ballot box in any 
precinct while the jwlls are open. 

Sec. 29. IJe it further enacted, etc., That every ballot „ , . 

' ' "^ Regulations rela- 

box shall be provided with a suflQcient lock and key, and with ^oxes*^ i>anot 
an opening in the lid large enough and not larger than may 
be necessary to allow a single folded ballot to be easily passed 
through such opening into the box. Each such box shall be 
large enough to I'eceive and hold all ballots which may be law- 
fully deposited therein at any election. 

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted, etc., That the Secretary of Blanks to be fur- 
State shall, at the expense of the State, provide envelopes, ?e1iary ois%A%% 

form of same. 

blank statements, blank afiUdavits and all necessary blank 
forms for use by the commissioners at each polling place, in 
the conduct of the election count and canvass and return of 
the vote cast at each eU^ction, and upon any proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution or other question submitted to the 
voters. Said blank .forms shall be sent to the Board of Super- 
visor, and shall be used in ascertaining the result of such elec- 
tion, and such result shall be ascertained in the manner here- 
inafter provided. 

All tally sheets and forms for compiled statements herein Form of taiiy 
provided for, shall be ruled at the bottom, by at least six lines, 
and pnvtially blank, and partially printed in, as folows: 
(Blaukf (Printed in) (Blank) (Printed in) 

J<;bn Doe, Commissioner for Domocratic party. 
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Commissioner for ,. . .party 

ObniDnssioner for party 

(rrinted in) (Blank) (Printed in). 

Sworn to and signed before me, John Doe. 

Commissioners by majority of the Commis- 
sioners serving at this poll and by me sworn to and 

signed as true and correct this day of 189. . 

(Blank) (Printed in). 

John Doe, Presiding Commissioner. 

So as to require and provide for proper attestations to 
' every snch tally sheet or compiled statement. 

Elections in ^♦^^- 31. Be it further enacted, etc., That in parishes and 
^^118 an par- .^ towus of less than fifty thousand inhabitants the officer 

whose duty it is to designate and appoint polling places shall 
erect, in front of each polling place barriers, enclosing a space 
at least thirty feet square. Each such enclosed place shall 
contain a table or shelf of convenient height for writing, and 
shall be furnished with such supplies and conveniences includ- 
ing black ink, blotting paper, and pencils having black lead 
only, as well as enable the voters to conveniently prepare their 
ballots for voting. 

Provisions In ^♦^^' ^2. Be it further enacted, etc., That if for any cause 
U8e*state*b?a*nks! it Shall become impossible at any such election, or in taking 

any suc.^h vote, to make use of the State blanks, the canvass of 
the votes shall be made as the Commissioner shall direct, they 
shall make a record of the facts pertaining thereto, and return 
an attested cop\ thereof to the Board of Supervisors. 
Delivery of Sec. 38. Be it farther enacted, etc.. That the Boards of 

doners. ^^ Supervisors shall send the State blanks to the Oommissionera 

of each precinct before the time fixed for the opening of the 
polls on the day of election, 
oiiauenges. ^^^- 34. Be it further enacted, etc., That when in any 

election the right of any i>erson offering to vote, is challenged 
for any cause recognized by law, the Commissioners shall re- 
quire the name, occupation, age and residence of the person 
offering to vote. The Commissioners shall examine such per- 
son offering to vote upon his oath, and if a majority of the 
Commissioners then present are satisfied that such applicant 
is a legal voter of said ward' and precinct, they shall permit 
him to vote, but in all cases such persons so offering to vate 
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must establish his identity and right to vote by the written 
affidavit of two bona fide residents of the said ward and pre- 
cinct. Such affidavit to be taken before one of the Ck)mmis- 
sioners in the same; provided that nothing contained in this 
section shall be so construed as to permit Commissioners to 
receive any vote which by law they are required to refuse. 
Said affidavits shall be placed in the ballot box. 

Challengers to the number of not more than one for each 
political party or nominating body shall be permitted to re- 
main just outside the guard rail of each polling place, and 
where they can plainly see what is done within such rail out- 
side the voting booths from the opening to the close of the 
polls. 

Sec. 35. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the 

List of reiristep* 

duty of the Registrar of Voters or other registering officers of ea voieis. 
each parish to deliver to the Board of Supervisors of each 
parish, at least twenty-four hours before the day and time 
fixed for the opening of the polls therein, the list of the voters 
registered for each precinct and polling place, securely 
wrapped, sealed and marked; the list shall contain the number 
of the registration place of residence, age, race and occupation 
of each voter in the election precinct where the polling place 
is situated and shall be certified by the Registrar of Voters to 
be correct, and it shall be the duty of the Commissioners to 
check the name of each voter who is about to vote, upon said 
list; any Registrar of Voters or other registering officer who 
shall neglect, fail or refuse to perform the duty above im- 
posed, of furnishing the list as aforesaid for any precinct, shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than f 500 nor more than one 
thousand dollars, and imprisonment not less than three nor 
more than twelve months. And no person shall vote at any 
election whose name has not been previouslv placed on such 

* A!51davlt %o be 

list, nor until the Commissioners find and check his name maiemeasenanie 

^ is omittea. 

thereon ; provided, that no legal voter shall be denied the right 
because his name has been accidentally omitted from said list, 
or incorrectly written or printed thereon; provided, further, 
that any voter whose name has been so accidentally omitted 
therefrom, shall make affidavit in writing to that effect, before 
said Commissioners, and said affidavit shall be preserved as 
part of the election returns and be enclosed in the box pro- 
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vided for the return of the ballots. It shall be the duty of the 

board of iSupervisors to transmit to the Commissioners of Elec- 

tion at each precinct, and before the time fixed for the opening 

of the polls, the poll book provided for such precinct. 

Information to ^^'^' ^^' ^^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That whenever any 

sons^offeHng^u) P^^'®^^ offers to votc, he shall give his name, residence, occu- 

^°*^* pation and registration paper, if %uch be required by law, to 

the Commissioners, one of whom shall thereupon announce 
the same in a loud and distinct tone of voice, clear and audible, 
and if the ^ame are found upon the poll book by the Commis- 
sioner having charge thereof, he shall, in a loud and distinct 
tone of voice, clear and audible, repeat the same and the same 
being checked, the voter shall be allowed, his name being en- 
tered' upon the poll list, to cast his vote. 

The Commissioners in charge of the poll list, the box and 
the poll books respectively shall be of different political par- 
ties or factions, so far as practicable. 
Election pre- ^^c. 37. Be ij further enacted, etc.. Elections shall be 
piaoeL*"*^ pouing ^^^^ .^ ^j^^ precincts and at the polling places as hereinafter 

defined and herein below directed to be established. 

Sec. 38. Be it further enacted, etc.. That each police jury 
ward in every parish of the State, except the parish of Orleans, 
and except in the case of the division thereof as hereinafter 
provided, is fixed as an election x>recinct and they shall be 
numbered as such. The police juries of the several parishes 
shall direct what number of j>olls shall be established in each 
ward above constituted as an election precinct; provided, if 
more than one polling place be established in any one police 
jury \\ard, then the Police Jury shall divide the ward geo- 
graphically as nearly equal as possible, according to the num- 
ber of polls established, and so arranged as to contain not 
more than four hundred voters as nearly as practicable as 
shown in the preceding registration, and shall define the limit 
within the ward for which each poll is established, and said 
subdivision of the ward in such case shall be each an election 
precinct. In the Parish of Orleans each sub-division of each 
ward thereof to be made as thei^ein provided, shall constitute 
an election precinct and they shall be numbered consecutively 
in each ward, commencing at the river and running back to 
the rear boundary of the ward. (Act 132 of 1900.) 

Sec. 39. Be it furthc^r enacted, etc.. The Police Juries as 
above provided, shall establish as many precincts and polling 
places in their respective parishes as may be deemed necessary 
in order to carrj out the provisions of the preceding section, 
provided, that there shall never be less than one precinct and 
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polling place in each iK>lice jury ward; and provided that 
when more than one i»ollinfr place is established in any one 
police jury ward the ward shall be divided as above stated 
and giich subdivision of said police jury ward shall be an 
election precinct, and the precinct shall be numbered consec- 
uiivelv from one to the end in each ward. That when said 
polling places and pi*ecincts are established they shall be pub- 
lished in the official proceedings of the police jury. The pre- 
cinct** and polling places, or any one of them, once estab- 
lished under this act, shall .not be changed except by a vote 
of the police jury given in favor of said change, and then not 
within three months prior to a general election. (Act 132 
of 1000.1 

Sec. 40. Be it further enacted, etc., That the City Govern- city government 

' of New Orleans 

mcnt of New Orleans shall by ordinance within sixty days to divide city into 

•' •/ •'election pre- 

after the passage of this act divide the said city into election ^^^^^ 
precincts within the different wards and for that purpose, by 
ordinance to arrange the boundaries of the ward as may /be 
deemed convenient for the purpose of establishing the election 
precincts, which, when established, shall be the boundaries of 
the wards; each of said precincts to be composed of contiguous 
squares and each precinct to be so arranged as to contain not 
more than 4.00 voters as nearly as> practicable as shown in the 
next preceding registration; they shall establish one polling 
place only in each precinct, and shall establish precincts in 
each ward, and shall cause to be published an accurate de- 
scription of the ward boundaries and election precincts above 
referred to within ten days before any election; they shall, by 
publication in three daily newspapers, give notice of the loca- 
tion of the polling places in each precinct, which polling places 
shall be as nearly as possible, in the centre of the precinct 
the boundaries and precincts to be fixed as above, not to be 
changed within three months prior to any general election. 

Sec. 41. Be it further enacted, etc.. That if any person penalty for ob- 
shall wilfully disobey any lawful command of the'.commis- fng"oV"deiay^in^ 
sioners and shall wilfully and without lawful authority ob- *°^ ^^^^^" 
struct, hinder or delay any voter on his way to any polling 
place where an election is to be held, or while he is exercising 
or attempting to exercise the right of voting, or shall aid or 
assist in such obstruction or delay, he shall be punished in 
accordance with Section 44, of this agi. 

Sec. 42. Be it further enacted, etc.. That whoever knowing penalty forcast- 
that he is not qualified at an election wilfully votes, or at- ftl.^^^^^^ ''''^^^' 
tempts to vote, or whoever so votes or attempts to vote more 
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than once either in his own name, or in that of any other per- 
son, or in an assumed name, or whoever so votes or attempts 
to vote in more than one voting precinct; or whoever wilfully 
aids or abets any one not legally qualified in voting or attempt- 
ing to vote at an election, or whoever shall have in his posses- 
sion the registration paper of another or whoever with intent 
to cheat or defraud, alters any bajlot at any election and who 
ever with such intent, removes any ballot from such ballot 
box; or whoever shall forge, imitate or counterfeit or falsely 
make or alter, or shall procure to be falsely made, imitated, 
altered, forged or counterfeited, or shall aid or assist in 
falsely making, imitating, altering, forging or counterfeiting 
any ballot or part thereof herein provided for or shall utter or 
publish as true any such false, altered, forged, imitated or 
counterfeited ballot, or shall procure same to be altered, or 
published as true, knowing same to be false, altered, forged, 
imitated or counterfeited with intent to use same, or to pro- 
cure same to be used at any election; or whoever being 
charged with the duty of compiling or making up or of print- 
ing the official ballot herein provided for, permit any person 
not so engaged to have access to or give any information with 
regard to the said official ballot, or- the form thereof except as 
herein provided, or whoever in an assembly of people met for 
Penalty for at- ^^^ purpose of making nominations under this law, votes or at- 
to th^^namcTof aif- tcmpts to vote Under any name other than his own, or whoever 
^^^^^- aids and abets any person in the commission of the offenses 

described in this section, or whoever knowingly and wilfully, 
gives a false answer to any election officer shall be punished 
for each offense as provided in section 44 of this act. 
Penalty for false ^^' 4:3. Be it further enacted, etc.. Any person who shall 

the provisions of be couvicted of wilf ul and corrupt false swearing or offering. 

this act. 

or taking any oath or affirmation prescribed by this act shall 
be adjudged guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and any per- 
son who shall wilfully and corruptly instigate, advise, induce 
or procure any person to swear or affirm falsely as aforesaid, 
shall be adjudged guilty of subordination of perjury, and shall 
upon conviction thereof suffer the punishment directed by 
law in the case of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

Penalty for vio- ^^^' ^^' ^^ ^^ further enacted, etc., Any election officer 

lationsof this act. ^j, other per SOU who violates any of the provisions of this act 
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shall be punished by a line of not more than one thousand 
(^1,000.00) dollars or imprisonment for not more than one 

year ; provided, that where the offense is declared in this act 
to be a felony then the punishment shall be imprisonment in 
the Slate jieuitentiary for not less than two nor more than 
five (5"^ years. 

}!k»s. 45. Be it further enacted, etc., That the commis- ^ 

' ' Oath to be taken 

sioners and clerks, and all other oflicers charged with the con- an^^^S^rk?^**"*'* 
duct of an election under this Act shall before entering upon 
the discharge of their duties take the oath prescribed by ar- 
ticle 160 of the Constitution, the oath to be administered by 
any officer qualified by law to administer oaths, and if no such 
officer be present the Commissioners shall administer the oath 
to each other. 

Sec. 46. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in case no com- Manner of eieot- 
missioner shall have been appointed or if none of those who *J}| h?'o?r^i*i^n 
have been appointed be present within one hour after the time ^^^^' 
fixed for the opening of the poll, the persons present shall hold 
a meeting and elect the commissioners to preside at the elec- 
tion, who shall perform all the duties of the regularly ap- 
pointed commissioners should any one of the commissioners 
appointed be present he shall appoint another, and both to- 
gether shall appoint a third, and the commissioners so ap- 
pointed shall take the oath and perform all duties of commis- 
sioners of election in the same manner as if they had been ap- 
pointed as above provided, by the Board of Supervisors. No 
election shall be vitiated by a failure to open the polls by the 
time prescribed by law, unless it be proven before a court of 
eomj>etent jurisdiction, on a contest, that a sufficient number 
of electors were thereby deprived of their votes to have 
chanffod the result of the election. 

Sec. 47. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all ballots cast ^ 

in all elections for national, State, district and parish and mu- 
nicipal officers, or for delegates to any constitutional con- 
vention after the first day of Xoveraber in the year ei^b"^ on 
hundred and ninety-six, shall be printed and distributed at 
public expense as hereinafter provided. The printing of the 
t»allo.ts, tally sheets, and cards of instruction to voters and 
their distriubtion shall be paid for by the State. The term 
'State Election" as used in this act, shall apply to any election 
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held for the choice of a national, Htate, district or parish offi- 
cer, whether for a full term or for the filling of a vacancy; and 
the term "State Qfticers"' shall apply to any person to be 
chosen by the qualified electors at such election. The term 
"City Election-' shall apply to any election held in the city to 
fill a municipal office, whether for a full term or a vacancy; 
and term "City Officer'^ shall apply to any person to be chosen 
bv the qualified electors at such election. 

NOMINATION OF CUNDIDATES. 

Manner o« nom- St^c. 18. Be it further enacted, etc., That any convention 

inatlnir caudi- . . 

dates. of -delegates and any nominating body, and any caucus or 

meeting* of qualified voters as hereinafter defined, and indi- 
vidual voters to the number and in the manner herein specified 
may nominate candidates for i)ublic ofiice whose names shall 
be placed upon the ballots to be furnished as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 49. Be it further enacted, etc., That any convention 
of delegates representing a political party or other nominating 
body which, at the State election next preceding the holding^ 
of such convention, polled at least ten per centum of the en- 
tire vote cast in the election district for which said convention 
is held or any convention of delegates who have been selected 
in caucus called and held in accordance with the provisions of 
this act and any caucus so called and held in any such elector 
rial district or division may, for the State or for the district or 
division for which the convention or caucus is held, as the 
case may be, by causing a certificate of nomination to be duly 
filed, make therein such nominations, for each office to be 
filled at the election. Every such certificate of nomination 
shall state such facts as may be hereinafter required for its 
acceptance, shall be sigued by the presiding officer and by 
the secretary of the convention or caucus, who shall add there- 
to their places of residence, and shall add thereto their affi- 
davit that the affiants were such ofiicers and that said certifi- 
cate is true to the best of their knowledge and belief. (Act 
132 of 1900.) 

Nomination pa- Sec. 50. Be it further enacted, etc., That nomination of 
^®^* candidates for electoral districts of State or for municipal 

or for parish or ward officers may be made by nomination pa- 
pers, signed for each candidate by qualified voters of such dis- 
trict or division, to the number of at least one thousand for any 
officers to be voted for by the electors of the State at large* 
one hundred for parish or municipal officers, member of the 
Legislature or Congress, and twenty-five for ward officers. 
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Sec. 51. Be it further enacted, etc., That each voter sign- 
ing a nomination paper. shall add to his signature his place of 
residence, with the street and number thereof, if any; and each 
voter may subscribe to one nomination for each office to b0 
£lled and no more, and all signatures and addresses shall be 
made in person. The nomination papers shall, before being 
filed, be respectively submitted to the Registrar of Voters of 
the parish in which the signers purport to be qualified voters, 
and each Registrar to whom the same is submitted shall forth- 
with certify thereon what number of signatures are names of 
qualified voters, in the parish for which he is a Registrar 
and in the division for which the nomination is made; and it 
shall be the duty of the Registrar of Voters to certify to at 
least fifty per cent more names of registered voters on appli- 
cations for nomination papers than are required by law to 
make a nomination under the provisions of this act; one of 
the signers to each separate paper shall attach thereto his 
afiidavit that the statements therein are true to the best of 
his knowledge and belief, and he shall also add his post office 
address. A signature once affixed to a nomination paper can 
not be withdrawn after certification bv the Registrar. (Act 
132 of 1900.) 

Sec. 52. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all certificates i*ormoinomin». 
of nomination and nomination papers, shall, besides contain- ^^o^certifleate. 
jng the names of candidates, specify as to each (1), the office 
for which the candidate is nominated; (2) the party or politi- 
cal principle which he represents, expressed in not more than 
three words; (3) his place of residence and his place of busi- 
ness, if any; and in case of nomination for a city office, with 
street and number thereof, if any. In the case of electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States the name^ 
of the candidates for President may be added to the party or 
political appellation. 

Sec. 53. Be it further enacted, etc., That candidates nom- ^ ^.^ 
inated otherwise than by political parties which at the pre- nated^Sy m)ii5cai 
ceding State election polled at least ten per centum of the en- ^^^^^^ 
tire vote cast in the district, shall not use the name of any 
such political party in the political or party designation of 

« 

their candidates so otherwise nominated; except as describing 
imd preceding some other name or term; and in case a nomina- 
tion is made by a nomination paper, only the words "nomina- 
tion paper'' only or abbreviated as "nom- paper" shall be 
added after such designations, which in such cases shall not 
consist of more than two words. 
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Sec. 54. Be it further enacted, etc., That certificates of 
noininatioiij made under the provisions of this act shall be 
filed with the Secretary of Stale before 5 o'clock p. m., on the 
fifth Tuesday before the day of election; and nomination pa- 
pers shall be filed with the Secretary of State before five 

o- clock p. m., on the fourth Tuesday before the day of election; 
provided, that in cases where, under the law, it becomes nec- 
essary to hold an election to fill a vacancy such certificates 
of nominations and nomination papers shall be filed not less 
than fifteen full davs before the day of election. (Act 132 
of 1900.) 

Sec. 55. Be it further enacted, etc., That the certificates 
of nomination and nominating papers being so filed and being 
in apparent conformity with the provisions of this act, shall 
be deemed to be regular, unless objections to their regularity 
1$ made in writing within the 72 hours after the last day 
allowed by law for filing of such papers. Such objections aris- 
ing in relation thereto shall be considered by a Contest Board 
composed of the Secretary of State, the Auditor and the Treas- 
urer and tw^o electors to be appointed, by the Governor within 
24 hours after the last day and hour for the filing of the ob- 
jections and the decision of the majority of these officers shall 
be final. In case such objections is made, the objector shall 
at the same time notify the party or parties affected thereby, 
and shall certify under oath to the Secretary of State in what 
manner he has notified such party. If for any reason no de- 
cision shall be arrived at within said time, the certificate shall 
he considered regular. It shall be proper for the officers above 
named, in the decision of any question as to the proper politi- 
cal party designation of candidates nominated by certificates 
of nomination and those nominated by nomination papers. 
(Act 132 of 1900.) 

Sec. 50. Be it further enacted, etc., That whenever und'^^r 
the provisions of this act a greater number of candidates are 
nominated for any office, through certificates of nomination 
bearing the same party designation, than there are persons to 
be elected to such office, it shall be the duty of the aforesaid 
officers (See Section 55) to detennine which of said cand!dat s, 
if any is entitled to such party designation, and no greater 
number of candidates for any office shall appear upon the 
official ballot bearing any one party designation, than there 
are persons to be elected to such office, and the name of no 
candidate shall appear on the official ballot in more than one 
place. (Act 132 of 1900.) 

Withdrawal «f Scc. 57. Be it further enacted, etc., That any person 

whose name has been presented as a candidate may cause his 
name to be withdrawn from nomination by request in writing, 
signed by him and acknowledged before an officer qualified to 
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administer an oath, and filed with the Secretary of State, 
within seventy two hours succeeding the last day fixed for the 
filing of such certificates and nomination papers, and no name 
so withdrawn shall be printed upon the ballot. No nomination 
publishf^d as hereinafter provided shall be subsequently omit- 
ted as irregular. 

Sec. 58. Be it further enacted, etc., That in case a candi- ya^JScfe's^^ca^d 
date w ho has been duly nominated under the provisions of this 5o^Q*2SonJ*^ *^' 
Act shall cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination as 
provided in Section 57, or shall be found by the officers named 
in Section 55 to have been irregularly nominated, the vacancy 
may be supplied by the political party or other person making 
the original nomination in the same manner in which the origi- 
nal nomination was made, provided, that the new nomination 
be filed with the Secretary of State before the four or three , 

weeks prior to the day of election as required by Section 54 of 
this Art. In case of death, and in such case only, this va- 
cancy may be supplied if the nomination was made by a con- 
vention or caucus in such manner as the convention or cau- 
cus has previously provided for the purpose or in case of no 
such previous provision, then by regularly chosen general 
or executive committee representing the political party or 
persons holding such convention or caucus, provided, such 
new certificate of nomination or nomination paper shall be 
filed with the Secretary of State fourteen full days before the 
daj' of election. The certificate of nomination made for sup- 
plying such vacancy shall state, in addition to the other facts 
required by this act the name of the original nominee, the date 
of his death, withdrawal, or the ascertainment of the irregu- 
larity of his nomination certificate or paper, and the meas- 
pres taken in ac(*ordance with the requirements for filling the 
vacancy; and it shall be signed and sworn to by the presiding 
officer and. secretary of the convention or caucus, or by the 
chairman and secretary of the duly authorized committee, as 
the case may be. The name so supplied for the vacancy shall, 
if the ballots for tlie office are not already printed be placed 
on the ballots instead of the original nomination; or if the bal- 
lots have been printed, new ballots containing the new nom- 
ination shall, whecever practicable, be printed. 

Sfc. 50. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Secretary Blanks for nomi- 
nations et«. 
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of State shall famish, upon application, blank forms for the 
nomination of candidates. 
All nomination jsec. 60. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all certificates 

papers open for ' 

pubue inspeetfon. ^f nomination and nomination papers when filed shall be op3n 

under proper regulations to public inspection and the Secre- 
tary of State shall preserve the sartie in his office not less than 
one year. 

Sec. 61. Be it further enacted, etc., That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of State to promulgate within 24 hours 
of the receipt thereof, in the official journal of the State the 
names of all persons nominated under the provisions of this 
act, together with the office for which such nomination is 
made whene\'er the said nominations are made for a State, 
Electoral and Congressional office. Nominations for district, 
judicial, or senatorial, promulgations shall be made by the 
Registrator of "V'oters of the parish where the convention is 
held or nomination paper certified to, and published in the 
official journal of, and at the expense of the several parishes of 
the district. Nominations for parochial, ward and municipal 
officers by the Registrar of Voters of the parish within which 
said nominations are made in the official journal of, and at the 
expense of the parish. (Act 132 of 1900.) 

Manner of reck- Sec. 62. Be it further enacted, etc. That in reckoning the 
flun/nondnationi^ numb( i* of davs mentioned in this act, Sundays and holidays 

shall be included; provided, however, that if the final day 
mentioned shall fall on Sunday or a holiday, the first day pre- 
vious to such day or days shall be considered the final day if 
the period of time precedes a certain day, act or event, and 
the first day following such day or days shall be considered 
the final day if the period of time follows a certain day, or 
event. 

Sec. 63. Be it further enacted, etc.. That any person who 
sball falsely make or wilfully deface, or destroy, add to, or 
otherwise alter, or tamper with any certificate of nomination 
or nomination paper, or any part thereof, or any lettfer of 
withdrawal, or sign any such certificate or paper contrary to 
the provisions of this act or file any certificate of nomination 
or nomination paper or letter of withdrawal, knowing the 
same or any part thereof to be falsely made, or suppress any 
certificate or nomination paper, or any part thereof which has 
been dulv filed, shall be punished in accordance with Sec. 44 
of this Act. (Act 122 of 1900.) 

Sec. 64. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no meeting 

except such as is called and held on behalf of a political party 

or other nominating body which polled at least ten per centum 

:';•';. of the entire vote oast in the district at the general election 
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next precedinjr tho holding of such meeting shall constitute 
a caucus^ or shall be authorized to make a nomination or to 
choose delegates to a nominating convention unless quaHfied 
voters of the electoral district or division for which it is called 
participate therein to the number of twenty-five (25). A 
nomination for a representative district, if such district or 
division contains more than one ward of a city, shall not be ^ 
made by a caucus but every such nomination shall be made 
either by a convention of delegates or by a nomination pap&r, 
as provided in this Act. Any convention of delegates repre- 
senting a political party or other nominating body which has . 
polled at least ten i»er centum of the entire vote cast in the dis- 
trict for Governor at the election next preceding may make a 
nomination for any electoral district. (Act 132 of 1900.) 

FORM OF BALU>T. 

Sec. 65. Be it further enacted, etc., That all elections Ballots to be 
by the people, except primary elections and municipal elec- retary of state, 
tions in towns having a population of less than twenty-five 
hundred, when such elections are not held at the same time as 
general State elections, shall be by official ballot, printed and 
distributed at the expense ot the State; and, such ballots shall 
have printed thereon, and at the head and immediately pre- 
ceding the list of names of the candidates of each political 
party or nominating paper, a specific and separate device by 
which the i>olitical party and candidates of such political 
party or nominating paper may be indicated. By stamping 
such device at the head of the list of the candidates of each vc^fn^^str^aUht 

ticket 

political party, or nominating paper, the voter may indicate 
that his vote is for the entire or straight ticket of the particu- 
lar party -or nominating paper employing the particular de- 
vice allotted to such political party or nominating paper. 
WTien the voter does not desire to vote an entire straight party 
ticket he may vote for candidates of any political party or 
nominating paper by stamping a blank space to be left op- 
posite the name of each candidate on said official ballot. 

The State Central (.-ommittee of each of the political par- gt^^e Central 
ties in this State shall select a party device and certify the PecTpirtrde^ict 
same to the Secretary of State, provided that, if any two of 
the State Central ('ommittee representing different parties 
should select the same device, the one first selecting and cer- 
tifying the same to the Secretary of State shall be entitled to 
the said device, which fact the Secretary of State shall make 
known to the party last selecting the device in order that such 
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party may have an opportunity of making another selection. 
The Baid device so selected shall be certified to by the Secre- 
tary of State prior to and not later than the last day for filing 
nominations by political parties or nominating bodies. 

^ ,,^ ,, , AVhenever the approval of a constitutional amendment or 

Constitutional ^^ 

amendments. other question be submitted to the vote of the people, such 

qaeslion shall be printed upon the ballot after the list of 
candidates under each party device. The ballots shall be so 
piiiiLcu as to p've ro each voter a clear opportunity to des- 
ignate by mark in a sufficient margin at the right of the name 
of each candidate his choice of candidates and his answer to 
questions submitted. 

. Provided, that should any clerical or typographical er- 

Provlslons rela- "^ Jf fo ±^ 

tive tooiericaier- ^Q^g occur in the printing of the official ballot or tally sheats, 

no candidate or measure shall be prejudiced thereby, but it 
shall be the duty of the Returning Officers upon such error be- 
ing Ocilled to their attention to obtain from the Secretary of 
Stale i\ certified copy of the certificate of nomination or nomi- 
nation paper, if such error should occur in the name of the 
candidate being voted for, or cei'tified copy of the measure 
voted for, and shall thereux3on cause such error to be cor- 
rected and the returns to be promulgated as if no such error 
had occurred. 

Sec. 6G. Be it further enacted, etc., That the ballots fur- 
Form of ballot, jjigij^j ^y ^jj^ Secretary of State shnll be of plain white pap-r, 

in weight not less than the best quality No. 2 book paper, and 
of such length and width as may be necessary, provided that 
all ballots furnished for use in any one precinct shall be of 
the same length. Before distribution, the ballots shall be so 
folded in marked creases thai their width and length will be 
of convenient size for insertion into the ballot box. On, the 
back and outside, when folded, shall be printed in great primer 
Roman condensed capitals "Official Ballots" followed by the 
designations of (he polling places and election for whicli the 
ballot is prepared, the date of the election, and a fac simile 
of the signature of the Secretary of State. 

The following directions shall be conspicuously printed 
Directions for ^^^ f^^^ ^f ^j^^ ballot aud arouud the device: "To vote for a 

YOtmff. 

straight party ticket stamp here.'' 
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To the right of the name of each candidate and on the voting spaces. 
same horizontal line as the name of the candidate, shall be a 
square hereinafter called a voting space. Voting space on 
any ballot proTidod for any one polling place shall be of uni- 
form size and shall be arranged in a vertical column. Voting 
spaces opposite the names of all candidates for the same office 
shall be printed as a continuous column. Voting spaces shall 
be printed solidly in white, one-quarter of an inch square, en- 
closed in black lines. If in case of any office, no nominations 
of candidates to fill the same have been made, the title of such 
oflBoe shall be printed uy)on the ballot, and as many blanks 
spaces shall be left below such title as there are persons to be 
elected to the office, and at the right of each such space shall 
be a voting space. 

Sec. 67. Be it further enacted, etc.. That all of the official size of bauot, 

color of ink. etc 

ballots prepared for the same polling place shall be of pre- to be uniform. 
cisely the same size, arrangement, quality and tint of paper 
and kind of type, and shall be printed with black ink of the 
same tint, so that it shall be impossible to' distinguish any one 
ballot from the ether. If at a general election in any Con- 
gressional district one representative in Congress is to be 
elected for a full term and another to fill a vacancy, the bal- 
lots containing the names of the candidates shall as a part of 
the title of the office designate the term or vacancy for, or to 
fill which the candidates are severallv nominated. 

Sec. 68. Tie it further enacted, etc., That all ballots when ^^^ ballots 
printed shall be folded as hereinbefore provided, and fastened when printed.^ ^* 
together with convenient numbers in packages, books or 
blocks in such manner that each ballot may be detached and 
removed separately. 

See. 69. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare full instruction for the guidance of voters, 
a« to obtaining ballots, manner of making them, the method 
of obtaining assistance, and obtaining new ballots in place 
of those accidentally spoiled, and shall cause the same, 
together with copies of Sections 34, 85, 36 and 44 of this Act, 
, to be printed in large clear type, on separate cards, to be 
called ''Caids ef Instrnction,-' together with at least three 
sample ballots, to be nailed up in a prominent place outside of 
each polling hootli in the same manner as hereinafter provided 
for in i^'ection 71 of this Act, and he shall furnish the same 
for use at each election. (Act 332 of 1900.) 
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DELIVERY OF BALLOTS. 

Bauots. etc. to ^^^- '^^^* ^^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That the Secretary of 
supenrisora*'^ °^ State shall Send a sufficient number of ballots, together with 

a sufficient number of tally sheets and ten of the cards of 
instruction, to the Board of Supervisors of the several cities 
or parishes so as to be received by them twenty-four hours, 
at least, previous to the day of election. The same shall be 
sent m sealed packages, with marks on the outside clearly 
designating the polling place for which they are intended and 
the number of ballots enclosed, and the respective Board of 
Supervisors, shall on delivery to them of such packages, re- 
Record to be turn receipts therefor to the Secretary of State. The Secre- 

kept by Secretary ^ "^ 

of State. tary of State shall keep a record of the time when and the 

manner in which the several packages are sent and of the 
number of ballots in each package, and shall preserve the 
same for the period of one year, together with the receipts of 
the Board of Supervisors. 

Sec. 71. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the several' 
Boards of Supervisors shall send to the commissioners of each 
votinj^" place, before the opening of the polls on the day of the 
election, cards of instruction, tally-sheets, blanks, forms and 
one set of ballots as sealed and marked by the Secretary of 
State for such voting place; and a receipt of such delivery 
shall be returned to them from the commissioners present, 
which receipt shall be kept for the period of one year. At 
the opening of the polls in each polling place the seal of the 
package shall be publicly opened and the package shall be 
opened by the commissioners, and the book or blocks of bal- 
lots shall be delivered to the commissioners of election here- 
inafter provided for. The cards of instructions and sample 
ballots shall be immediately posted at or in each voting sh If 
or compartment provided in accordance with this Act and not 
less than three such cards shall l)e posted in or about the 
polling room, outside of the guard rail. (Act 132 of 1900.) 

Manner of deiiv- ^^^- '^2* ^^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That in case the bal- 
baiiots, etc, lots to be furnished to any voting place, in accordance with the 

provisions of this act shall fail for any reason to be delivered, 
or in case after delivery they shall be destroyed or stolen, 
it shall be the duty of the Board of Supervisors to cause other 
ballots and cards of instruction to be prepared substantially 
in the form and to the number of the ballots wanting and to be 
furnislied; ard, upon receipt of such other ballots from them, 
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accompanied by a statement under oath that the same have 
been so prepared and furnished by them and that the original 
ballots have failed to be received or have been destroyed or 
stolen, the Commissioners shall cause the ballots so substi- 
tuted to be used in lieu of the ballots wanting, as above. The 
written statement under oath, of the Boai*d of Supervisors 
shall be made part of the returns, and shall be enclosed in the 
envelope containing the conipiled statement of the National, 
State and parochial offices to the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 73. Be it further enacted, etc., That the officers 
whose duty it is to desi};nate and appoint polling places in a^d^'sheives ^-or 
citie?^ of more than fifty thousand inhabitants shall cause the mIow InSSrftaSte! 
same to be provided with voting shelves and compartments, 
known as polling booths, in which voters may conveniently 
mark their ballots. There shall be in each polling place, dur- 
ing each election, a sufficient number of voting booths, and not 
less than one for every one hundred voters in the precinct. 
Each such booth shall be at least three feet square, shall have 
four sides enclosed, (»ach at least six feet high, and the one 
in front shall op< n and shut as a door swinging outwards and 
shall extend within two feet of the floor. Each such booth 
shall contain a shelf which shall be one foot wide, extending 
across one side of the booth at a convenient height for writ- 
ing, and shall be furnished with such supplies and conven- 
iences, including black ink, pads, blotting paper and pencils 
having black lead only as will enable the voters to convenient- 
ly prepare their ballots for voting. Each polling booth shall 
be furnished with stamps or dies for making the voting mark 
upon the ballots, and shall have inking pads with ink of uni- 
form color and quality. Each booth shall be kept clearly 
lighted, while the }>olls are open, by artilicial lights if neces- 
sary. A guard rail shall be placed at each polling place at 
least six feet from the ballot boxes and the booths, and no 
ballot box or booth shall be placed within six feet of such rail 
and each guard rail shall be provided with a separate entrance 
and separate exit, Tlie arrangements of the polling place 
shall be such that the booths can only be reached by passing 
within the guard rail, and that the booths, ballot boxes, com- 
missioners and every part of the polling places, except the in- 
side of the booth, shall be in plain view of the commissioners 
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and of persons just outside of the guard rail. Such booths 
shall be so arranged that there shall be no access to intending 
voters or to the booths through any door, window or opening, 
except by the door In front of said booth. 

PREPARATION OF BALLOT AND VOTING. 

Preparation of ^^^' '^^' ^*^ ^^ further enacted, etc., That any person de- 
^^^^^' siring to vote shall give his name, occupation and registration 

paper, if such be provided for to the presiding commissioner, 
who shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and distinct 
tone of voice, clear and audible, and if such name is found 
upon the registration list by the commissioner having charge 
thereof, he shall likewise repeat the same, and the voter shall 
then be allowed to enter the space enclosed by the guard rail, 
as above provided. The commissioner shall give him one, and 
only one ballot, and his name shall be immediately checked 
on said list, and shall also be entered upon a poll list, which 
shall be numbered from one to the end, before he deposits his 
ballot in the box. 

Tbe commissioner in charge of the poll list immediately 

Uat of voters to » x- ^ 

be kept. . after entering the voter's name thereon, and on the same line 

with the voter's name shall, by making a cross, indicating that 
this voter has received one ballot; and should the voter return 
the lirst ballot and receive a second ballot, the commissioner 
in charge of the poll list shall place opposite the voter's name 
and on the same line on the poll list and next to the first cross 
a second cross; these crosses shall be the record of the num- 
ber of ballots obtained by any voter. After three crosses have 
been placed opj^osit^ the name of any voter on the poll list, 
said voter shall receive no more ballots. 

8e('. 75. lie it further enacted, etc., On receiving his bal- 

Mannerof plae- , . ^ 

ingr ballot in box. lot the votcr shall forthwith forward and without leaving the 

enclosed space, retire alone to one of the voting booths or to 
the table or shelf, and without undue delay, unfold and mark 
his ballot therein as hereafter described. 

When the voter has so marked the ballot received by him 

he shall before leaving the booth or enclosed space refold the 

ballot, immediately cast the same and leave the voting place. 

Ballots to be re- Eveiv voter who does not vote a ballot delivered to him by 

S5J?wif2ot°vXd: tlie ballot commissioner shall, before passing outside the 

guard rail or enclosed space, return such ballot to such officer, 
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who shall stamp the same "spoiled-' and deposit in the box for 
spoiled ballots. And the rotor shall not again return within 
the guard rail. 

Xo ballot, either spoiled or otherwise, shall be carried provteioia regu- 
awav from the voting place or taken outside the guard rail, and manner of 

" ^ • ^ voting. 

No more voters shall be permitted to pass the guard rail 
than there are unoccupied booths provided for in this act only 
one voter shall be allowed within the enclosed space. 

No voter shall be allowed to occupy a booth already occu- 
pied by another, or to occupy a booth, or enclosed space more 
than three minuter or to speak or converse with any one, ex- 
cept as in this act provided, while within the guard rail. It 
shall be unlawful for a voter to deface or tear any ballot or 
to mark the same otherwise than as provided in this section. 

Everv ballot voted which is defaced or torn or which is 
marked otherwise than as in this section provided, shall be 
treated as a ballot marked for identification. 

If a voter tear, soil or deface a ballot so that it cannot be 
used, he may successfully obtain others, one at a time, not ex- 
ceeding in all three, upon returning each ballot so torn, soiled 
or defaced to the commissioner, which ballot so returned shall 
be immediately marked or stamped "spoiled" across the official 
endorsement and placed in the box for spoiled ballots and en- 
try of such fact made on the poll lists as required by this act. 

If he desires to vote for a person other than nominees of 
political paities, he must write the name of such person in the fo^le?S?i:2{^£ 
space provided for such purpose, with a pencil having black 
lead, and obliterate with the official stamp the white square in 
the voting space at the right of the name so written. 

In marking a ballot upon which is printed for submission Mannerof voting 

fori coDstitutional 

to the voters any question of the adoption or a constitutional amendment, 
amendment, or any other proposition or question, he shall ob- 
literate with the official stamp the white square in the voting 
space after the word "yes'' printed at the right of the question, 
for an affirmative vote upon such question; or he shall obliter- 
ate witlt the official stamp the white square after the word 
"no" similarly printed for negative vote upon such question. 

Sec. 76. Be it further enacted, etc.. That no ballot with- au Daiiots to 
out the official endorsement, shall as herein otherwise pro- doreem^t!** ^^' 
vided, be allowed to be deposited in the ballot box, and none 
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aud of persons just outside of the guard rail. Such bo< 
shall be so ariauj2:ed that there shall be no access to inten 
voters or to the booths throuj>h any door, window or ope 
except by the door in front of said booth. 

PREPARATION OF BALLOT AND VOTING. 

Sec. 74. P»e it further enacted, etc., That any pers- 
siring to vote shall give his name, occupation and regi? 
paper, if such be provided for to the presiding commi 
who shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and 
tone of voice, clear and audible, and if such name 
upon the registration list by the commissioner havin 
thereof, he shall likewise repeat the same, and the v 
then be allowed to enter the space enclosed by the g 
as above provided. The commissioner shall give hir 
only one ballot, and his name shall be immediate 
on said list, and shall also be entered upon a poll 
shall be numbered from one to the end, before he ( 
ballot in the box. 

The commissioner in charge of the poll list 
after entering the voter's name thereon, and on t 
with the voter's name shall, by making a cross, in 
this voter has received one ballot; and should thf 
the lirst ballot and receive a second ballot, the 
in charge of the poll list shall place opposite the 
and on the same line on the poll list and next to 
a second cross; these crosses shall be the recoi 
ber of ballots obtained by any voter. After thr- 
been placed opj)osit^ the name of any voter c 
said voter shall receive no more ballots. 

Sec. 75. lie it further enacted, etc., On r^ 
lot the voter shall forthwith forward and wit 
enclosed space, retire alone to one of the vol 
the table or shelf, and without undue delay, 
his ballot therein as hereafter described. 

When the voter has so marked the ballc 
he shall before leaving the booth or enclose 
ballot, immediately cast the same and lea\ 

Every voter who does not vote a ballot 



aS?lrifootv™d: the ballot commissioner shall, before pj 

guard rail or enclosed space, return such b 
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but ballot^ provided in accordance with the provisions of this 
act shall be counted. Any voter who declares to the presid- 
ing commissioner that by blindness or other physical disabil- 
ity he is unable to mark his ballot, shall, upon request, receive 
the assistance of two of the commissioners, who shall be of 
different political X)arties, or factions, represented among the 
commissioners, in (he marking thereof, and neither the voter 
nor the said commissoners shall thereafter give any informa: 
tion regarding the same. The commissioner shall require such 
declaration of disability to be made by the voter under oath 
before him, and he is hereby qualified to administer the 
«ame. 

Sec. 77. Be it further enacted, etc., That any voter or 
creoy*o?Saiiot.*^' commissioner who shall except as hereinbefore provided, al- 
low his ballot to be seen by any person with an apparent in- 
tention of letting it be known how he is about to vote, or place 
any distinguishing mark upon his ballot, or who shall make a 
false statement as to his inability to mark his ballot, or any 
person who shall interfere or attempt to interfere with any 
voter when inside said inclosed space or when marking his 
ballot, or who shall endeaver to induce any voter before voting 
to show how he is about to mark, or has marked his ballot, 
or otherwise violates any of the provisions of this Act, shall 
be punished in accordance with Section 44 of this Act. 

Sec. 78. Be it further enacted, etcw, That any person who 
shall, prior to or during an election, wilfully deface or destroy 
any card of instruction or samfjle ballot pdnted or posted for 
the instruction of voters, wilfully remove or destroy any of 
the supplies or conveniences furnished to enable a voter to 
prepare his ballot, or shall wilfully hinder the voting of others, 
shall be punished in accordance with Section 44 of this Act. 

Every commissioner of election, or other officer or person 
having the custody of any record register of votes, or copy 
thereof, oath, return of votes, certificates, poll lists, or any 
paper, document or evidence of any description in this Act 
directed to be made filed or preserved, who is guilty of steal- 
ing, wilfully destroying mutilating defacing, falsifying, or 
fraudulently renioving or secreting the whole or any part 
thereof, or who shall fraudulently make any entry, erasure 
or alteration therein, except as allowed and directed by the 
provisions of thi« Act or who permits any other person so 
to do, shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof, 
be punished in accordance with Section 44 of this Act. (Act 
132 of 1900.) 
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Sec. 79. Be it further enacted, etc., That any person in Penalty for any 

' railway, express 

the employment of any railway, express, or other transporta- carrier! who^shau 
tion company or any other common cander, or any person, who ^f^oy * ?f S^cTion 
shall delay, steal, destroy or make way with while in transit uansmissTon.%tc! 
from the office of the Secretary of State to the Board of Super- 
visors of Election of any parish in this State, any box or pack- 
age containinj;: ballots or other election supplies, shall be 
guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof be punished in 
accordance with Section 44 of this act. 

And every person not an officer who is guilty of any of the 
aforesaid acts or who advises, procures, or abets the commis- 
sion of the same, or any of them shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be punished in accordance with Section 44, of this act. 

feec. 80. Be it further enacted, etc., That as soon as the Mannerofcount- 
polls are closed the Commissioners shall at once rule off and *°*^ 
sign and swear to the poll list, writing out beneath the said 
ruling the number of votes contained thereon, and shall seal 
up and mark on the wrappers with the ward and precinct 
number all unused ballots, including all ballots that have been 
spoiled and defaced by voters in attempting to mark the same, 
and shall endorse thereon the number of ballots therein con- 
tained. The officers in charge of the poll books shall in the 
presence of the other officers and the public, count in a dis- 
tinct and audible voice the names checked on said list and 
announce the whole numt)er thereof, and compare the same 
with the poll list, correcting any discrepancies between them 

and noting the same at the bottom of the poll list before pro- 
ceeding with the count. The ballot box, without being re- 
moved from the public view, shall be opened by the presiding 
officer, and the Commissioners shall commence by counting 
the ballots found therein without unfolding them except so 
far as to ascertain that each ballot is single, and by compar- 
ing the ballots found in the box with the number shown by the 
poll lists to have been deposited therein. If the ballots found 
in any box shall be more than the number of ballots so shown 
to have been deposited therein, such ballots shall all be re- 
placed without being unfolded in the box from which they 
were taken, and one of the Commissioners shall, without see- 
ing the same and with his back to the box, thoroughly mingle 
the ballots together, and another commissioner shall, without 
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t 

seeing the same, and with his back to the box, publicly draw 
out aH many ballcitR as shall be equal to such excess, and with- 
out unfolding them, the commissioner shall forthwith mark 
the same "uncounted in. excess of poll list," and attach a 
signed statement of the number of ballots so uncounted, which 
statement, and the uncounted ballots, shall be made up into 
a separate package and deposited in the ballot box prior to 
its being sealed up in accordance with the provisions of this 
act. If two or more ballots shall be found in a ballot box, so 
folded together as to present the appearance of a single ballot, 
they shall not be counted if the whole number of ballots in 
such ballot box exceeds the whole number of ballots shown 
by the poll list to have been deposited therein. No ballot that 
has not the official endorsement shall be counted, except such 
as are voted in accordance with the provisions of this act relat- 
ing to official ballots. All such uncounted ballots shall be 
endorsed and deposited in the ballot box when it is finally 
sealed up in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

If on any ballot, the voter has not made the voting mark^ 
as required, or if he has not made the voting mark opposite 
the answer to any question submitted, or has made such mark 
opposite both the negative and affirmative answers to such 
questions, or for any reason it is impossible to determine the 
choice of any voter for any office or his vote upon any ques- 
tion, his vote for such office or upon such questions shall be 
counted as a blank. 

Objections may Any Commissioner may declare his belief that any partic- 

of marked^ ballot, ular ballot has been marked for identification and may object 

to any decision to count or not to count any vote. When a 
Commissioner shall, during the canvass of the votes or imme- 
diately after the completion thereof, declare his belief that 
any particular ballot has been written upon or marked in any 
way for the purpose of identification, the Commissioner shall 
write on the back of each ballot the word objected to because 
marked for identification, and sign their names thereto. Each 
such ballot shall be counted by them the same as if not so ob- 
jected to. All such ballots shall be placed forthwith in a sep- 
arate pile, and all such piles shall be enclosed in a securely 
sealed package, which shall be endorsed "ballots objected to 
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because marked for identification/' and with the signatures of 
the Commissioners, and such package shall be attached to 
their written statement of the result of the canvass. Every 
ballot which a voter has defaced or torn or which he has 
mark(d in any manner save as provided in Section 75, of this 
Act, shall likewise be endorsed "objected to because marked 
for identification," and shall likewise be enclosed in the pack- 
age so marked. 

When any Commissioner shall object to any decision of 
the Commissioners to count any vote, the Commissioners shall 
immediately fold the ballot and write in ink upon the back 
thereof a number to identify the ballot, and the words "ob- 
jected to by.'' They shall then endorse below such words a 
concise statement of the precise decision objected to. The 
Commissioners concurring in the decision shall thereupon 
sign their names to such statement, and the Commissioner 
objecting to the decision shall sign his name and address after 
the words "objected to by." All such ballots shall be placed 
forthwith in a separate pile, and shall be enclosed in a securely 
sealed package, w^hich shall be endorsed "ballots objected to 
as incorrectly canvassed," and with the signatures of the 
Commissioners and each such packages shall be attached to 
their written statements of the results of the canvass. 

REPEALING CLAUSE. 

Sec. 81. Be it further enacted, etc., That all laws or parts ^^ ^^^^^^^ 
of laws contrary to or in conflict with the provisions of this 
act are hereby repealed. 
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To be made by challengrer 12 

To be made in case name Is omitted from poll list 12 
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Duty of in compilin£r the returns for Representatives in. 
Congress 10 

AUDITOR STATE— 
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Preparation of 28 

To be prepared by the Secretary of State 23 
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Fac simile of the signature of the Secretary of State to 
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Pioviding for form, quality, and how same must be 

folded before distribution 24-25 
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place 25 

Number that can be obtained by voter 28 

Manner of placing in box, etc 28 
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To be returned to Commissioner if not voted 28 

Objections made to counting marked ballot 32 

Objected to, to be placed in separate packages 32 
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No ballots shall be removed from ballot box while the 

polls are open 11 

To be delivered to, and to be retained by the Clerk 

of Court 9 

Canvass and count 5 
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felony for giving information relative to, etc 5 
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BALLOT BOXES-- Pagre. Section 

Regrulations. relative to 11 29 

And tickets to be sent to each voting precinct 11 ' 28 

Commissioners to make personal examination to see if 

empty at opening of polls 11 28 

To remain in public view 11 28 

To be delivered by the Commissioners to the Clerk of 

Court 9 22 

Containing the ballots, poll lists and tally sheets, to be 

delivered to the Clerk of Court 7 21 

Penalty for stealing, etc.. while in transit 31 79 

BARRIERS— 

To be erected 12 31 

BARROOMS— 

Within one mile of election booths, to be closed 7 20 

BLANKS— 

For nominations, etc 21 69 

Form of shall be approved by the Secretary of State, 

Treasurer and Auditor 11 80 

To be furnished by the Secretary of State; form of same.U 80 
Delivered by Board of Supervisors to election commis- 
sioners 12 88 

State, provisions in case of inability to use 12 82 

Election, furnished by Secretary of State must be used 

in ascertaining the result 11 80 

•BOARD OF supervisors- 
How constituted In Orleans parish; in all other parishes. 4 11 

Duties of in general elections 2 8 

Duty In Orleans parish 4 12 

Tinje of delivering election blanks, to commissioners... 12 83 
Shall provide each voting precinct with ballot boxes and 

tickets required by law 11 28 

To provide commissioners with cards of instructions, 

tally sheets, blank forms, and one set of ballots, etc.. 26 71 

To furnish each voting precinct with poll list 13 85 

Instructions, relative to second set of ballots.. 20 72 

Duty of in case of failure, or destruction of ballots, pro- 
viding manner of substituting duplicate ballots 26 72 

To get a receipt from commissioners 26 71 

Make public proclamation of the compiled returns 7-8 21 

Duty of In compiling returns 7-8 21 

Shall make separate statement for the returns of Cfov- 

emor and Lieutenant-Governor 7-8 21 

To retain a compiled statement of the returns 7-8 21 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS— 

Any member Intentionally making a false or incorrect 

compiled statement, penalty for 7-8 21 
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Page. Section. 

Or shelves, voting in cities of more that 50,000 inhabi- 
tants, provisions regulating the construction, and 
furnishing of .• 27 78 

CANDIDATES— 

Manner of nominating 18 48 

Other thnn those nominated by political parties 19 83 

Withdrawal of nominations for ". 20 57 

CANVASS— 

And count of ballots 5 17 

CERTTFTCATES— 

Of nomination 18 48 

Of nomination, form of 19 62 

Of nomination to be filed with Secretary of State 20 64 

Of nomination (See objections to). 

CHALLENGE— 

; 12 84 

CHALLENGER S- 

Regulations relative to 12 34 

CITY ELECTTON- 

Term defined 17 ' 47 

CITY OFFICERS— 

Term defined 17 47 

CLERKS OF ELECTION— 

(See oath to be taken by commissioners and clerks.) 

Parish of Orleans (See Election OflScers.) 

In parishes other than Orleans 4 11 

CLERK OF COURT— 

To receive ballot box containing the ballots, etc., and to 

retain for a period of six months,, etc 9 23 

To receive a compiled statement from the Board of 

Supervisors 7.8 21 

COMPILATION— 

And promulgation of returns by Secretary of State 9 24 

Of returns for Representatives in Congress 10 26 

COMMISSIONS— 

To be issued by the Governor to oflicers elected 10 26 

CONGRESS— 

Representatives in ' 2-3 5-6 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT— 

Provisions how ballot shall be printed for 23 65 

Manner of voting for 28 75 

COUNTING THE BALLOTS— 

Manner of, etc 31 80 
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CONVENIENCES AND SUPPLIES— Pa«e. Section. 
To be furnished polling booths 11 30 

COMMISSIONERS OP ELECTION— 

(See Challenges) 12 34 

CSee Form of blanks) 11 30 

(See Instructions relative to posting cards of instruc- 
tions, etc 26 71 

COMMISSIONERS OF ELECTION— 

(See Provisions in case of inability to use State blanks.) 
Parish of Orleans (See Election officers.) 
Qualifications, apportioned and appointed, in parishes 

other than Parish of Orleans 4 11 

Their authority 4-5-7 15-16-20 

Their pay and their duties 5-11 14-28 

Commissioners in charge of poll list and ballot boxes to 

be of different political parties 14 86 

To receipt for package of ballots, etc., received from 

Board of Supervisors 26 71 

Provisions in case second set of ballots are needed for 

voting 26 72 

(See Affidavit to be made in case name of voter omitted 

from poll list.) 
(See penalty for obstructing voters, etc.) 
(See Instructions for manner of checking voters on poll 

list:) 
Duties of in compiling tally sheets, and disposition of 

the returns 7-8 21 

Not to make statement of number of ballots, votes, etc., 

before the public declaration of the result 6 18 

To personally transmit the returns to Board of Super- 
visors and Clerk of Court 9 22 

Attempting to delay the count of the ballots guilty of a 

felony 5 17 

Intentionally making a false canvass of the ballots or 

the returns, deemed guilty of a felony 6 18 

(See Manner of elections in certain cases.) 
(See Oath to be taken by Commissioner and Clerk.) 
(See Voter who is physically unable, etc.) 
(See Penalty for willful destruction of election para- 
phernalia, etc.) 
(See Objections to counting marked ballots.) 
(See Counting of the ballots, manner, etc.) 
(See Preparation of ballots.) 
(See Voting, provisions regulating, etc.) 
To keep duplicate list of voters, provisions of the law 

applicable thereto 7-8 21 

DELIVERY OF BALLOTS— 

26 70 

Of election blanks to commissioners 12 33 
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I>EPXITY SHERIFF— Pa«e. Section. 

Oath to be administered by, or by one of the commia- 

eioners of elections 7-8 21 

Their pay 5 14 

To accompany the transmission of returns to the Board 

of Supervisors and Clerk of Court 9 22 

To have possession of the key of the ballot box 11 28 

DIRECTIONS FOR VOTING— 

24 G6 

I>ESIGNATION— Page. Section. 

Of political parties in nominations 19-20 53-55 

DISORDERLY PERSONS— 

Permitted to vote ^ 5 16 

DUPLICATE LIST OF VOTERS— 

To be kept ^by commissioners of election, provisions of 

law applicable thereto 7.8 21 

DUPLICATE BALLOTS— 

Providing: for, in case of failure of delivery or destruc- 
tion of the original 26 71 

DUTY OF POLICE JURY— 

In establishing election precincts 14 38' 

ELECTION DAYS— 

To be legal holidays ] 3 9 

ELECTIONS— 

General, to be held 2 2 

Supervisors 2 S 

In towns and parishes 12 31 

Of officers, not otherwise provided by law 2 S 

Officers, how appointed in Orleans 4 12 

In parishes other than Orleans, how appointed 4 11 

For Representatives in Congress, providing for 2 5 

Persons having the largest vote to be deemed elected, 

etc., tie vote how decided 3 7 

Providing for vacancies in the General Assembly 2 4 

Shall be held in the precincts and polling places estab- 
lished 14 37 

State, term defined 17 47 

To fill vacancies occurring in office of Congress before 

the next general election 3 6 

To be completed in one day, time of opening and closing 

polls 3 8 

Precincts, how established in parishes other than Orleans.l4 38 

Precincts, how established in parish of Orleans 15 40 

:EXPRESS COMPANIES— 

Stealing of ballots while In transit of, penalty 31 79 

I3LECTORS— 

Election of, for President and Vice President of -the 

United States 2 S 
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FITJNG— Page. Section. 
Certificates of nominations, nomination papers, provis- 
ions for : 19 51 

FORM-- 

Of election blanks to be furnished by Secretary of State 

to Board of Supervisors 11 SO* 

Of nomination certiilcates ...19 52 

GENKRAL EL.ECTION— 

To be held 2 2 

GOVERNOR— 

To issue proclamation giving notice of general election. 2 3 

Duties of, in the e^ent of a vacancy of Representative to 

Congress before next general election 3 - 6 

Duties of in the event of vacancy in the General Assem- 
bly before the next general election 2 i 

Duty of, in compiling the returns for Representatives in 

Congress #-..10 t^ 

To issue commissions to otticers elected except, etc 10 2^ 

INFORMATION OF VOTERS— 

25 6» 

INSTRUCTION FOR VOTERS— 

28-30 74-75-76-77 

Providing for the printing of cards 25 6^ 

To be given persons offering to vote 14 3^ 

Cards of, to be prepared and furnished 1 1 

Cards of, to be posted at each polling place 26 71 

INTOXICATING LIQUOR— 

Forbidden in polling booths 7 ♦ 20' 

KEY OF BALLOT BOX— 

Deputy Sheriff to have possession of 11 28- 

LIST OF REGISTERED VOTERS— 

How made 13 35- 

MANNER OF— 

Counting ballots 31 80 

Electing commissioners in certain cases 17 46 

Filling vacancies caused by withdrawal of candidates.. .21 58- 

Nominating candidates 18 48^ 

Preserving order at polling places 5 16- 

Signing nomination papers 19 • 51 

Voting for constitutional amendments 28 75» 

NOMINATION— 

Papers 18-19 50-53 

Certificates 18 49» 

(See Promulgation by the Secretary of State.) 

Blanks for 21 5» 

Papers, manner of signing same 19 51 

Papers to be filed with Secretary of State 20 5* 
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NOMINATION PAPERS— Page, Section* 

Provisions for reckoning: the time for filine: 22 62 

(See Desigmation political parties.) 

Others than those made by political parties 19 6S 

(See penalty for willfully defacing certificates of.) 

Providing the number of votes necessary to make, etc.. 22 64 

Open to public inspection, when filed with Secretary of 

State 22 60 

Papers (See Objections to) 20 65 

When objected to, shall be passed upon by Secretary 

of State, Auditor and Treasurer 20 6& 

(See Withdrawal of candidates.) 

NOMINATION PAPERS— 

(See Manner of filling" vacancies caused by withdrawal 
of nominations.) 

NOTICE OP ELECTION— 

To fill vacancies occurring in the General Assembly 
before the next general election, duties of the Gov- 
ernor 2 4 

Of general election, duty of the Governor, duty of the 

Board of Supervisors 2 % 

OATH— 

To be admitted by deputy sheriff, or by one of the 

commissioners of election 7 21 

To be taken by commissioners and clerk of election.. ..17 4S 

OBJECTIONS— 

To regularity of nomination papers and certificates of 

nomination 20 55 

May be made to count, for marked ballots 31 80 

OFFICIAL— 

Endorsement to be on all election tickets 29 7^ 

OFFICERS STATE— 

Term defined 17 4T 

(See deputy sheriffs, watchers, election officers, police 

officers) 
Whose election is not otherwise provided for, the time 

and place of election of 2 t 

ORLEANS ELECTION PRECINCTS— 

15 40 

PARISH AND TOWN ELECTIONS— 

1-12 1-81 

PAY OF ELECTION OFFICERS— 

5 U 

PENALTY FOR— 

Registrar of Voters failing, neglecting, or refusing to 

perform duties imposed 13 85> 

Wilfully defacing certificates of nomination 22 68 
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PPJNALTy FOR— y J i , <" f I*a'««- Section. 

Attempting to cast iileeral vote 16 42 

Attempting to vote in the name of another 15 42 

False swearing under the provisions of this Act 16 43 

Violating secrecy of ballot 30 77 

Wilfully destroying cards of instructions and election 

paraphernalia, etc 30 78 

Having intoxicating liquors in polling booths 7 20 

Obstructing, hindering or delaying voters 15 41 

Violating this Act 16 44 

Destroying or mutilating any election documents 6 19 

False canvass of vote ^ 6 IH 

Any member of the Board of Supervisors, intentionally 
making a false or incorrect statement of the com- 
piled returns 7 21 

Secretary of State or Auditor wilfully neglecting to com. 

pile the returns and publish the result 9 24 

Stealing ballots while in transit 31 79 

PERSONS DISORDERLY— 

Permitted to vote before being committed to prison 5 16 

PERSONS— 

Having the largest vote to be deemed elected; tie vote, 

how decided 3 7 

PERJURY— 

Or subornation of perjury (See Penalty for false swear- 
ing under the provisions of this Act, etc.) 

POLLS— 

Time of opening and closing 3 8 

POLICE JI7RY— 

Duly of in establishing election precincts 14 38-39 

POLICE OFFICERS— 

Shall be stationed at each polling place 3 10 

POLITICAL PARTIES— 

Designation of in nominations 19-20 53-55 

POLL list- 
To be furnished by Board of Supervisors to Registrar 

of Voters 13 35 

POLLING BOOTHS— 

(See Booths and shelves, etc.) 

Supplies and conveniences to be furnished 12 31 

POLLING PLACES— 

Regulations relative to 12 31 

PRECINCTS— 

Election (See Election precincts.) 

PREPARATION OF BALLOT— 

.* 28 74-76 
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Paire. Section. 
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED 
STATES— 
Electors of 2 5 

PRINTING— 

Of ballots, tally sheets U 80 

Of cards of instructions, providing^ for 1 1 

Of ballots (See ballots, providing: how shall be printed) 23-24 66-66 

PROCLAMATION PUBLIC— 

Of the result of, compiled, to be made by the Board of 

Supervisors 7 21 

PROMULGATION— 

Of nominees by the Secretary of State 22 61 

Compilation of returns by Secretary of State 9 24 

PROVISIONS— 

In case of inability to use State blanks 12 82 

Relative to clerical error in printing: of ballots 23 65 

RAILROAD COMPANT— 

Penalty for stealing: ballots in transit 81 79 

REGISTER OP VOTERS— 
(See Penalty.) 
Duty of •. 18 3S 

RBGUI-ATIONS— 

Relative to polling places ..« 12 81 

Relative to ballot boxes 11 29 

RETURNS— 

To be transmitted by Commissioners of Election to Clerk 

of Court and Board of Supervisors 9 22 

Board of Supervisors, shall make separate statement 

of, for Governor and Lieutenant-Governor 7 21 

To be forwarded by commissioner to Secretary of State. 7 21 

To be promulgated and compiled by the Secretary of 

State 9 24 

Of the Commissioners of Election, to be retained by the 

Secretary of State for at least six months 7 21 

Penalty for Secretary of State wilfully neglecting: to 

compile the returns and publish the result 9 24 

For Representative in Congress, how they shall be com- 
piled 10 26 

RBPRFSENTATl VES— 

To Congress, providing for election of 2 5 

To General Assembly, when seat becomes vacant before 

next general election, how provided for 2 4 

SECRECY OF BALLOT— 

Penalty for violating 80 77 

SECRETARY OP STATE— 

Shall furnish blanks for nominations 21 69 

To promulgate nominations 22 61 
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SKCRETARY OF STATE— Page. Section. 
To keep nominations open to public Inspection and pre- 
serve same for one year 22 60 

To pass upon objections, to nominations 20 55-56 

To furnish a certified copy of nomination paper in case 

of clerical error in the printing of ballots 23 65 

Shall furnish Board of Supervisors with blanks^-form 

of same 11 30 

Duty of, in delivery of ballots 26 70 

Shall keep a record of the ballots sent 26 70 

Fac-simile of signature to be on all ballots 24 66 

' Providing for the printing of cards of instruction, by the.25 69 
To receive a compiled statement of the returns from the 

Board of Supeirvisors 7 21 

Shall promulga te and compile the returns 9 24 

Duty of, in compiling the returns for Representative in 

Congress 9 t6 

Shall retain the returns of the Commissioners of Elec- 
tion for at least six months 7 21 

SECTIONS— 

34, 35, 36 and 44 of this Act to be printed on cards of 

instructions 25 69 

SBNATORS TO GENERAL. ASSEMBLY— 

"When seat becomes vacant before next general election 

how provided for 2 4 

SPECIAL, ELECTIONS— 

1 1 

STATE ELECTIONS— 

Term defined 17 47 

STATE OFFICERS— 

Term defined 17 47 

SUPERVISORS— 

(See Board of Supervisors.) 

SUPPLIES AND CONVENIENCES— 

To be furnished polling booths 12 31 

TALLY SHEETS— 

To be furnished at the expense of the State 1 1 

And compiled statements : 7 21 

How made out 7 17 

TIME THIS ACT GOES INTO EFFECT— 

17 47 

TIME— 

Provisions for reckoning the, for filing nominations 22 62 

TOWN AND PARISH ELECTIONS— 

1-12 1-31 
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TRANSMISSION— '••• . 'I^g^. SectfcK^ i ••:/•% 






Of returns to Clerk of Court and Board of Supervisors. 9 2^ 

Of certificates of election of Representatives to Con- 
gress, to Clerk of the House of Representatives and 
Secretary of State 10 27 



If TREASURER STATE- 



To approve form of Election blanks 11 80 

To pass upon objections to nominations 20 65-56 

VACANCIES IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY— 

Providing for 2 4 

In office of Representatives to Congress, how provided 

for 3 6 

(See manner of filling vacancies caused by withdrawal 
of nomination.) 

VIOLATION— 

Of this Act, penalty for 16 44 

VOTE— 

(See Penalty for attempting to cast illegal.) 

VOTER- 

Number of ballots that can be obtained by 28 74 

(See Ballots.) 

Who is physically unable to mark his own ticket, pro- 
visions for assistance to' 29 76 

Registered list, how made 13 35 

VOTES— 

Canvass and count of 5 17 

(See Penalty for obstructing, hindering, etc.) 

VOTING?— 

Direction for 28.29 74-75-76-77 

Manner of votin:? for persons not on ticket 28 74-75 

Booths or shelves for cities of more than 50,000 inhab- 
itants, provisions regulating the construction, and 

furnishing of 27 7S 

Lists, in duplicate, to be kept by the Election Commis- 
sioners 7 21 

WATCHERS— 

At each polling precinct, manner of appointing, and 

duties of 4 IS 

WITHDRAWAL OP CANDIDATES— 

Provisions for 20 57 
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